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that they would test this question. Judging from the
character of soue of the men whom iMr. Mowat bas
appointed to the. position of returning officers, any
hoaest man would shrink from going through an
election if such men were to be returning officers,
We-knQw thatmen who have been appointed sheriffs have
been dierobed for imiproper conduct by the Judges of the
Court. They may be perfectly honest, but if they were
dishonest in the administration of funds placed in their
hiapd, it is not likely they would be honest if they could
serve, their masters who gave them a living. I know that
in the-town where I live the license commissioner, to whom
an hon. member has already referred, is known and bas
been proved to haveaccepted bribes from different tavern-
keepers before he would grant a license ; yet when this fact
was published, and the Ontario Government knew it as well
as the people of Belleville, he was reappointed to the position
he had disgraced. The friends of the Ontario Government
were so disgusted with this reappointment that they in-
duced his ëolleagues not to meet at the board with him;
and the Mowat Government was again compelled to relieve
him of the responsibility, and to prevent him blackmailing
persons who desired to obtain licerises. We know that
the fact is patent in every constituency, that unless the
keepers of licensed houses voted in a certain manner
they would not obtain licenses; that men who bad been
keeping respectable houses, against which no complaint. had
been made, from ten years to a quarter of a century, were
deprived of their licenses because they were Conservatives
and could not be convinced into taking political action against
thçir party. If no difficulty has arisen of appointing re-
turning oïicers in counties in which there were not suf-
ficient sheriffs or registrafs, we have as good a right to be-
lieve that. the men appointed shall bo responsible to the
Government, will be just as honest in the administration of
their office of returning officer, and more so than men who
are not responsible to the Government practically, if op-
posed to then, but rather would be inclined to serve the
cause of a Local Government by placing difficulties in the
w;ayof any candidate he desired to defeat. I have no fear
of any of the results to which hon. gentlemen have
referred arising from the appointment of returning officers,
nor do I believe the Government wiIl pass over the heads of
appoinitees of the Ontario Government. But where return-
ing officers have been known to act partially it is well that
theGovernment of the day, whether Conservative or Re-
form, shiould have power to teach those men that they
should not commit acts of that kind in future.,

Mr. BLAKE. The hon. Minister of Customs seems to have
more to do with. the elections than the hon. First Minister,
and is in antagonism with the hon. First Min ister withrespect
to this matter. The former hon. gentleman declares that
appointees will not be passed over, while the latter thinks
thi such persons holding office under a Local Government
should not be appointed returning officers. It is dificult to
know what is the rinciple which is about to regulate
Executive action. We have heard a good deal of the mis-
deeds of returning ofcers, but such as have been stated on
tig sid~ of tho floupe ue cases wh ich hg-ve been. before
]arliament or a judicial body, whileth cases brouglt
forward by hon. gentlemen opposite have not'received ay
sifting or investigation. The Reform party, ior a long
time, advocated this propoition. They advocated ita long
time ago,, ,wb the gre4t b4ik of the ofheers was under the
contrql of the Gover ment ,of Ontario,.whelding views differ-
ent £r,.our own.. They .were unsuceessful in secu;ring its
adoption, because hâe Government insisted on, keeping the
power in their own hads. Wlien they came loto p9wer
it wag. the ru4e that registrars. or sheriffs sh"u 4 be
returning officers, bup such offlors were equal to the occasion.,
It was with refere to suph a Gqvernmeent, animated by
aph a entenhav.ângsapp»ated thestafficers anid havig
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control of them, that my hon. friend, in fartheranee of the
general principle to which I have referred, deliberately
proposed to Parliament to tie his bands and the handa-of
any future Government by providing that these officers
should be appointed from amongst tIQhse ranks. H1on, en--
tlemen did not oppose it then ; they did not obje-
to it then; they thongght it was all right, theythogt, it
would help them; but no sooner than they get into power
they change their minds. It was a good.thing to te: our
bands, but a bad thing te tie theirs, and they want. to free
themselves -from the tie the House imposed. My hou.
friend tied his own hands, because it was well that all Gov-
ernments should have.their bands tied in this regard, ad
that we should accept the proposition that the general
standing of these oMcers, the responsibility they were
under to the community in which they lived, was
a better guarantee, on the whole, for our having
good, honest and impartial returning oficers, than
to place the appointment in the uncontrolled hands
and at the uncontrolled disposal of the Government of the
day, who would thus be allowed full license to name whom
they pleased for the purpose of discharging the duty of
deciding whether they or their adversaries were the, elected
representatives of the people. I admit that there may be
cases where the sheriff or the registrar is not the best man.
I admitthat there are bad sherifEs and bd registrars ; but
the question is, whether it would not be vastlybetter, even
with these few exceptional cases, te entrust
these particular duties to such men than to
place their appointment at the uncontrolled discretion
of the Government of the day to appoint its
own creatures. I think that on the whole yen are sure to
get as a general rule respectable men for returning officers
under the present plan, but you are proposing to substitute
the control to the Government of the day in a matter of
which the Government of the day is not indifferent, in
which it bas an interest, in which it is one of the parties
and in which their wish will be that a returning offleer may
be favorable to their own aide. The Minister of CustomA
says he could not understand my hon. friend's argument ;
but it was perfectly plain. The returning officerin that
county wanted to have partizan returning-offieers, hatlhe
did not want to lose any votes in Bothwell, so bhe took men
from another county who had not votes there and put them
in as returning officers. He hd hisg creatures there te do
his bidding.and yet he lost no votes, and he appointedpoll
clerks, supporters of my hon. friend who were under the
control of the deputy returning officers sworn ta. do their
duty, and they did it and they were deprived of'their votes.

Mr. BOWELL. Tirey need not have taken the office
unless they liked.

Mr. BLAKE. No, of course, they need not, had they
cared to forfeit £10 .each as that is the fine for aefl.sa. I
know a case in which a mest active supporter of mine in
one of the townships I was centesting was cheen. the day
before polling. He was the gentleman upon whom I mainly
depended fer organiationin that partioidar touwibip,. and
tue, £10la to be pAid in order to rele him. li eother
words, he was fineci £10 because lio was an.aûtive~ supporte
of mine.

Mr. BOWELL. L had acease in which they served the
papers after 12 o'clock in order to comu l rÂm to-serue the
next morçigg.

Mr. BLAKE. (Certainly; abuses have.occurred-andthey
do ccur. Lido not suppose that-abuses wili be altogether
avoided under the law as it now- stands. I do net say that
the sherifs and registrars are- in every case the- prk aUnd
lead, of the community, btýon te whole you have better
securities by this plan than by a plan by. whiek you ma
a party tæ ths conteat judge. oit who.- sha decida betwoen
thø partiess rotWaingi oiEees.On Gaxed wik regard- o

14M6


