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PRESS RELEASE

INFORMATION DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Of CANADP‘ - OTTAWA - CANADA
_NO. 20 rOn 1ELEAST AT 7 P.ib. E.S.T.“A'P/RIL-é.

April 6, 1950,

The Department of External Affeirs annowced today that
the annual spring re-supply of the Canzdian-United States Arctic
weather stetions, in which the Royel Canadizn Air Force will thisg
yeor co-operate with the United States Air Force, is now under wey.

This air transport operation to the wecther stations in
the north cf the Canadion Arctic islands, established jointly by
the Mecteorological Division of the Canadian Department of
Tronsport end the United States Westher Bureay will be cerried out
fron the centrzl joint weather station zt Resolute Bay, Cornwallis
Island. It will include the establishment of another Jjoint
weather station - the most northerly in North America - at the
northeastern tip of Ellesmere Island. The new station will be
some 500 miles from the North Pole and is to be named Alert zfter
Sir George Nares! ship which wintersd in the vieinity in 1875-76.

The supplies to be transported include provisions,
scientific instruments cnd fuel oil noved by ship to Resolute
last summer. These will be delivered to the joint stzations at
Mould Bay, Prince Patrick Islerd; Isachsen, Ellef Ringnes Island;
and Eureke on the west coest of Ellesmere Island. The spring air
1ift will continuc until the end of April cor early in May. While
there will be sunshine 24 hours a day in the northern Arctic
before the end of April, minimunm temperatures will remein fer

- below zero until about May 15.

The joint stations cre each staffed by a Canadien
officer-in-charge and equal numbers of United States and Cenadian
wecther service personnel. Replacement staffs will take up their
duties this spring when the stations are re-supplied. Veather
repcrts from the joint Arctic stations are transmitted four tines
daily by radio to Edmonton, Albertz, end teletyped from there for
distribution to forecast centres on the North Americzn continent.
They also receive world-wide distribution.

Since the inception of the joint Arctic veather station
progremue in 1947, the United States Air Force has carried out the
air 1lift to the four joint stations at present established. This
spring the U.S.A.F. is using C-47, C-82 znd C-54 type planes of the
Militery Adr Trunsport Service, tnd the R.C.A.F. ig participating
with a North Star transport from 426 Squedron, Dorvel, P.3. The
scale cf R.C.A.F, participaticn in the supply of the joint weather
stations by air will be increased in 1951, It is expected that the
R.C.AF. will take over full responsibility for the work in 1952.

(A simultancous cnnouncement is being mzde in Washington).




