
CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

EXCEPTIONS

Article 22.1 : General Exceptions

1. For the purposes of Chapters Two (National Treatment and Market Access for Goods), 
Three (Rules of Origin), Four (Origin Procedures and Trade Facilitation), Five (Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary Measures), Six (Standards-Related Measures), Seven (Trade Remedies), and 
Thirteen (Electronic Commerce), Article XX of the GATT 1994 and, for greater certainty, its 
interpretative notes are incorporated into and made part of this Agreement, mutatis mutandis. The 
Parties understand that the measures referred to in Article XX(b) of the GATT 1994 include 
environmental measures necessary to protect human, animal or plant life or health. The Parties 
further understand that Article XX(g) of the GATT 1994 applies to measures relating to the 
conservation of living and non-living exhaustible natural resources.

2. For the purposes of Chapters Nine (Cross-Border Trade in Services), Eleven 
(Telecommunications), Twelve (Temporary Entry for Business Persons), and Thirteen (Electronic 
Commerce), Articles XIV (a), (b) and (c) of GATS are incorporated into and made part of this 
Agreement, mutatis mutandis. The Parties understand that the measures referred to in
Article XIV(b) of GATS include environmental measures necessary to protect human, animal or 
plant life or health.

3. For the purposes of Chapter Eight (Investment), subject to the requirement that those 
measures are not applied in a manner that would constitute arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination 
between investments or between investors, or a disguised restriction on international trade or 
investment, this Agreement is not to be construed to prevent a Party from adopting or enforcing 
measures necessary:

(a) to protect human, animal or plant life or health;

(b) to ensure compliance with laws and regulations that are not inconsistent with 
this Agreement; or

(c) for the conservation of living or non-living exhaustible natural resources.
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