
cooperating in 1957, first with the formation of national commnittees on river-related projects,
followed by the formation of a regional Mekong River Commission. However, decades of war
interrupted this process in which Cambodia had been a leader, especially in preparing feasibility
studies. Only in 1995 did Cambodia re-establish the Cambodian National Mekong Committee
(CNMC). The other countries by then had done much to develop river resources (eg, Vietnam,
harnessing the Mekong for irrigation, now surpasses Thailand as a rice exporter), while
Cambodia had done virtually nothing.

Now, however, as a result of the energetic lobbying of the vice-chair of the CNMC, Khy
Tainglim (a Canadian citizen), the Camnbodian government seems committed to national/regional
action on the basin. Eight ministers are involved in the CNMC, which the Second Prime Minister
heads. Camnbodia succeeded ini persuading its neighbours that the secretariat (employing 120
people) of the four-country MIRC will have its permanent seat in Phnom Penh, starting in July
1998.

The interest of the Commission goes well beyond utilization of the river itself for
electricity and irrigation to include: agriculture (fisheries, forests, ir-rigation); tourism (especially
eco-tourism); transportation and communication in the "Greater Mekong System"; and
investment and trade. For Cambodia, this range of development activity is especially significant


