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creating an exceptional case, These hardships have
left lasting afler-effects which, as these men grow
older, tend to become more disabling.

The recommendation of the White Paper is thal
all Hong Konig veterans via apply for a pension and
have some degree of disability wiIl automatically
reçeive a basic minimum pension of 50 per cent. 0f
couirse, if their disability warrants it they will re-
ceive an even higbier pension. The. automatic 50
percent pension also menas that whea a Hong Kong
veteran dies his widow andi dependent chiltiren will
automatically be eligible for pensions. The widows
andi orphans of Hong Kong velerans who dieti before
this change takes effect, and who would otherwise
açit have been eligible, may also becosue eligible
for pension.

HUNI>RED) PERCENT PENSIONERS
Another speciai case is that of 100 percent pen-
siners. Some of liese men obvio*isly suffer greater
disadvaatages tien otiiers - physically, socially
and4 psychologicaliy, depending upon the nature of
their disabiiities. W. ae not changing th~e 100 per-
cent pension rates as tuis wouki erode the. whole
priaciple ai compensation for service-relateti disabi-
lity or death. We do, however, propose niaking pro-
vision for annuel or lump suai grats ai between
$400 aad $1,200 a year, for specifleti amenities ta
iielp these specially handîcappeti 100 percent pen-
sioners get more enjoyaeat out of life.

Another evidence of the way the Whiite Paper
reçormendtions are designed to provide the pen-
sioner or applîcant for a pension with eveiy possible
consititration is the. "benefit of the doubt" section.
Il ha. always beea lh. policy ta give the pension
applicant the. benefit of the. daisit but nov the. ef-
fectlveness of tii. provision wili be strengthened
by spelling ou~t clear-cut guide-litres on what exactly
coastitutes benefit of the doubt.

You will notice in 1h. White Paper many allier
ex.,pls ofa bodr and nie flexible approach ta
the. grnigo pensions to veberans ad hheir de-

pnat. Many of the new ev ft are milestones in
the istory of this type af legialation.

1 woulé soe 11k. to draw your ateton to the otier

Canadian Pension Commissinajdcae h
initial claima ad vian. adverse decisiona are ren-
drti lb also bondies th. apel bt follov.

Criticlis arss that, despite the. acknowleigeti
imprtilit oftheComissonmembers, it la not

righ for the sam mn to de iiwether the. Cern-

nf Vet.uan Affaire, tiirough a nev branci, the

Directorate of Pensions, have the responsibility for
adjudicating the initial pension dlaim, based largeIy
on the written record. If an application does not
succeed, the applicant will then be able to appear
before the E;ntitlemnent Hlearing Division of the
remodelled Canadian Pension Commission, with his
advocate and witnesses. These hearings, as at
present, would be held in varlous centers across
Canada close to the applicaat's homie. Then, if
necessary, a final appeal could be made to a new
Appeal Division of the restructured Canadian Pen-
sion Commission here in Ottawa.

Assisting the pension applicant, without charge,
will be the Bureau of Pension Advocates which will
carry out the duties of the present Veterans Bureau.
Recause the new Bureau wiIl be independent of both
the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Canadian
Pension Commission, il wîll be more clearly the
servant of the pension applicant. In this new role
the. Pension Advocates wili have the same relation
witb the applicants as solicitors to their clients.
No longer will they have to reveai evidence which
may prejud ice their c lient's dlaim....

RABIES IN CANADA

There were 771 confirmed cases of rabies ia
Canada during the. period fromn April 1 to Juiy 31,
accord ing to the. Health of Animais Brandi of the
Canada Department of Agriculture. During the saine
period lest year, 507 cases wvere diagnosed.

The. marked inci'ease is attrihuted in part ta an
increasing public awarns of rabies. More speci-
mens are submitted to Federal Goverament labora-
tories and, as a resuit, more cases are diagnosed.

Wiidlife eccounted for 445 of the cases duriîig
the four-nionth period. 0f 1h..., 305 were foxes aad
119 were skunks. The. balance was made up of five
racoons ia Ontario andi one ia Quebec, four groumd-
hogs, thre. bats, seven wolves and one deer, ail
founti ini Ontario. Durlag th. corresponding 1968
perioti, ther. were 321 wildlifr cases. 0f tii... 1913
vête foxes andi 111 were skunks.

Cases involvlng domestic animals - dogs, cats
and farrn livestock - rose to 326 from 186 in the
1968 perioti. A higher incidence of the disons.
arsong cats, tiogs, cattie and sheep was largely we-
sponsibit for the. lacrease. The. aumber of rabid oat<
almnaI doubled, t. 54 fram 29 lest year. Cases of,
rabies aogdoga ic sd to 37from 24; amn
coUtle, to 184 front 102; andi among sheep, to 24 frain
aine. One rabid goût was reported in Ontario.

Ontario, with 622, hadtheii latgest sumber of
infections. Elgin andI Peterborough Couaties, with
32 and 29 cases respectively, had the. higiesl in->
cidene of tables during the. four-month period.
Carleton with 28 cases, andi Huron with 27, wr
other misas vith a large naumber of cases.

Quebec reported 81. cases, Manitoba i.ported 28,
Sakatcean reporteti 20, antI the. Northwest Terri-'
tories repottd one.


