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Organization is essential for the preservation
of peace, You will accordingly be asked to
maintain modern defence forces in being which,
together with those of our allies, will.con-
tinue to act;as a deterrent to attack upon any
part of that alliance. :

While Canada plays a full part.in. these
particular associations, my Ministers remain
convinced that in the wider forum of the
United Nations we must also continue to seek
such agreements as will preserve security and
bring about a wide measure of disarmament.
Indeed we must continue to hope that through
the United Nations the aspirations of men and
women for peace and security will be fulfilled.
“ In domestic affairs my Ministers look for-
ward to meeting next month with the leaders of
the provincial governments in order to discuss
fiscal relations and”to seek better under-
standing and arrangements of many- aspects of
our public” finances. HEBOY 210

In the legislative programme to he laid

before you, it is fitting that mention should .

first be made of measures t6 improve the lot
of'the senior members of our society. Aécord-
ingly'you will be asked to increase ‘old age
security pensions and to shorten the period of
residence required to qualify for them.
Changes will be proposed in the terms of
assistance offered to provincial ‘govemments
to enable them to increase the payments to be
made ‘under ‘the Old Age ‘Assistance Act, the
Blind Persons Act and the Disabled Persons Act
to a corresponding level, ‘ :

You will also be asked to increase the
scale of war veterans allewances and to en-
large the groups to whom they are paid.
Changes will dlso be proposed in several sec-
tions of the Pension ‘Act, ‘

In order to assure to the farmers of Canada
a fair share of the national income, you will
be asked to enact a measure to provide greater
stability in the prices of their products.
Every possible effort is now being made, and
will continue to be made, to seek new markets
for agricultural products as well as to re-
gain those that have been lost.

Due to inability to market their grain,
prairie farmers have for some time been faced
with a serious shortage of funds to meet their
immediate needs. In order to permit them to
receive an advance payment for the grain they
can expect to deliver this year you will be
asked to authorize a system of cash advances
for grain stored on farms. :

My government will strive to secure addi-
tional markets for the products of our fish-
eries and to promote the development of inter-
hational rules to safeguard the living re-
sources of the sea. :

My Ministers believe that a natlona! devgl~
opment policy carried out in co-operation wah
the provinces, and in the territories, is
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needed to enable all regions of Canada' to
share in the benefits to be realized in de.
veloping the resources of this great nation:
It is ‘their intention to propose to you: from
time to time programmes and projects to- im-
plement this policy.

As an immediate start upon a programme of
more extensive development in. the Atlantic
Provinces, you will be asked to authorize, in
Jjoint action with the Provincial governments,
the creation of facilities for the production
and transmission of cheaper electric power in
those provinces. You will also be asked to
provide.assistance .in financing.the Beechwood
project; which has been under construction in
New Brunswick. :

My Ministers will advance this national
development policy further by initiating new
discussions with the Government of Saskatchewan
in order to make possible the early commence-
ment of construction of. the dam on the South
Saskatchewan River. /

My Ministers are pressing for a favourable
settlement of international problems in con-
nection with the Columbia River to clear the
way for a joint programme with the Province
of British Columbia.to develop the immense
power in the waters of this River,

My Ministers will place before you a measure
to ensure. that those working in industries
under. federal jurisdiction will receive annual
vacation with. pay, ;

You will be asked to approve bills relating
to certain railway branch lines, amendmentgs
to the Canadian and British Insurance Com-
panies ‘Act, and, in so far as the other busi-
ness before you permits, to several other
statutes. ] ; , »

Members of the House of Commons, .

You will be asked to appropriate the sums
required for carrying on the government of
Canada during the remainder of the current
fiscal year. : ot

Changes in certain of the taxing statutes
will be submitted for your approval. .

Honourable Members of the Senate, Members
of the Commons,

I wish to express to you and to the people
of Canada my gratitude and that of my husband
for the warmth of the loyalty and affection
with which we have been welcomed here in Can-
ada.

As I now address you here for the first
time, I will call to your minds the world of
the earlier Elizabeth when, more than three
centuries ago, she spoke from her heart of the
Speaker and members of her last Parliament and
said, "Though God hath raised me Figh, yet this
I count the Glory of my Crown, that I have
Reigned with your Loves". Now here in the new
world I say to you that it is my wish that in
the years before me I may so reign in Canada
and be so remembered.:

On this happy day when we give thanks to
God for all that He has bestowed on us, I ask
that He may bless and guide you.



