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RPpE NDl3C: A - MONTREA L FOCUS G RoUP REPOR T

L. INTRODUCTION

A. O.verview

Thïs memorandum surnrnarizes the re^uEts of two focus gr,vup disçussinns dealing with

free trade which were. conducted in Màntreal on July 15. These groups were part of a

series of groupa conducted across Canada by Decima Research for the Departm.ebt of

External A f f airs: One group consisted of highe r socio-ecarrom ic status {5 ES} participants

whose annual farrrily or household incarne exeeeded $40,000, and the other inc lucfed lower

SE S indïviduals, inost of wharn had annua1 farnily or household incornes beCow $4 0,00*0 per

arink^rn.

B. Attitudes Towards the U.S.
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While overall positive -feelings towards the Americans as a people are presentt generalry

nogative perceptions wèri^ held of the U.S: government. Some participants blamed

Presidérit Reagan f or- the United Sta tes' overhearing.role in world affairs an d what they

described as aU.S.R. 'first or nothing attitude, and many people viewq^d the Arner.icafl

government°s initiatives in other couritries, especially Nicaragua., as undue knterf^rence.

A concern shared by many was a belief In the aggressive na ture of the U.S. gavern'ment,

both in territorial -and.ecvnornic terms.

While a minority of partiCipants "viewed the Americans as "good°" neighbours, again

re#erring to the people as opposed to the °state, a plurality felt that Canada had to toe

the line if it wanted to maintain agoad rapport with the United States: Many believed

Canada's economy was totally dependent on the United States. A few also thought that

if Canada was to take initiatives that the Amer'icans dislikced, Canada wauld have to

reverse its position or e1se. face• American sanctions. Some felt the URited States never

assumes its share of the blame for bilatera:l disputes, problems,or issues (several people
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