
Preface

This volume contains the final versions of a set of papers that were presented and discussed on
October 6th and 7th, 1995, at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina. The theme of the conference,
"Media Policy, National Identity and Citizcmy in Changmng Demnoeratic Societies: Thec Case of Canada,"
addresses a set of related issues that have inereased in importance throughout this fading century aid promise
to lic even moe important in the 2 1st Century. As readers wiIl see, the issues are inereasingly universal. flhe
fact that cultural products had to b. removcd froin the table before the U.S.-Canada Fre. Trade, NAFTA, and
GATT agreements could be concluded, and the increasing geograpbic scope of those agreements, arm
indicative of their centrality to the future of ail coumtxies and their economies. ln a sens. , then the focus on
Canada is only a device to address sueh subjects as nationalisin, national identity, citizeni identity, national
culture, and the miedia, and the relations among them.

In an equal sens., the focus really is on Canada. Canada is the flrst of the OECD (iLe., advaneed
industrial)countries in which contention over and concern about a national culture bas been continuous since
its creation, with dismemberment always a possibility. Its leaders and its people have identifled these
problemns explicitly frai» its moment of birth aid have worked, suceessfully and unsuccessfuilly, at resolvmng
th..». Brealwp is a real possibility. flhe conférence, then, addressed particularistic aid general concerns
simultaneously.

From the general perspective, the passage of seventeen months between the conference and the tiu
that the papers are ready for publication is not consequential. From the perspective of Canada, soin. of the
material nuight seem datecL However, a close monitoring of the situation indicates that, though soin. of the
detals may have changed, the actars, the issues, the tacties and strategies remain the saine. Were w. to hold
the meeting today, only a few of the nuinhers and naines referred to in the papers might change. The issues,
analyses , and conclusions would remain the saie.


