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Recalling the provisiocns of the Declaration on Social and Legal
Principles relating to the Protection and Welfare of Children, with Special
Reference to Foster Placement and Adoption Nationally and Internationally
(General Assembly resolutiom 41/85 of 3 December 1986); the United Nations
Standard Minizmum Rules for the Administrarion of Juvenile Justice ("The
Beijing Rules”) (General Assembly resolution 40/33 of 29 November 1985): and
the Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and
Armed Couflict (General Assembly resolution 3318(XXIX) of 14 December 1975),

Recognizing that in all countries in the world there are children
living in exceptionally difficult conditions, and that such children need
special consideration,

Taking due account of the importance of the traditions and cultural
values of each people for the protection and harmonious development of the
child,

Recognizing the importance of interanational cooperation for improving
the living comditions of childrena in every country, in particular in the
developing countries,

dave agreed as follows:

Article 1
For the purposes of the present Convention a child means every human

being below the age of 18 years unless, under the law applicable to the
child, majority is attained earlier.

ticle 1 bis

1. The States Parties .to the preseant Conveantion recognize that every
child has the inherent right to life.

2. States Parties shall enmsure to the maximum exteat possible the
survival and development of the child.

Article 2

1. The child shall bde registered immediately after birth and shall have
the zight from birth to a name, the right to acquire a natiomality, and, as
far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her pareants.

2. States Partles shall emsure the implementation of these rights ia
accordance with their natiogal law and their obligations under the relevant
iaternational iastrumeats in this fieid, in particular where the child would
otherwise be stateless.




