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Like the Bering Sea tur se.d dispute, the Alaska bowndary contreversy
had its orisins in complications asscciated with tie peried of Russian dondnicn
in Alaska. Vhile exnlorers {roa weshtern iurope vere mpvjhg across the vast
expanses of llorth fmerica and up its Pacific coast towards the rorthwestern
extrenity of the continent, Russian adventurers were approaciiing the sanz region

from the opposite direction; and they zot there well in advance of their rivals,

In 1639, only about sixty years after the great march fren juscovy eastuard

across Siberia had beoen started by the Stroganovs and Yermai the Cossack, 2 small

] ' party under Andrei Kopilov is said to have reached the waters of the Pacific and founc
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the post of Okhotsk.” "he Cossack Simeon Deznnev in 1543 saiied o vessel arouac

the northeastern ertremity of Siberia fron the Kolyma River to south of the

Anadyr, according to recorcs discoversd nearly a nudred years after the evenu
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is supposed to have taken place, and he thus proved that Asia id not join North
. 3 . . 2 v . . 3 " bl
: ¢ America in that region. There was Acsultory Russian activity around the Sea ©f

Okhotsk and in Kamchatlia Peninsula during the yoars following, but the next majcr

+ advance came with the two great voya'es of Vitus Terin;. Acting on instructions
given by Peter the Great just before his cdeatii in 1725, this.Danish captain with
his lieutenant Alexei Chirikov sailed from ilamchatka in 1728 and folloved the
Siberian coast throush DBering Strait, reaching ¢7°12t N, lat, “efore turning back.

i - In 1741, after years of delay, they sct out from Famchatka arain, and although

their two ships becane separated they both‘éﬁcceeded in reaching and cruising

along the southern coast of Alaska an¢ the Aleutian Islancs, thus accomplishing
the modern discovery of Horth Anerida troa the Asiatic sice.

After Deringt's sceond voyare ftussiun erplorers and traders sailed froa

Okhotsk anc Kamchatka to Alaskan waters in dincrcasing nirbers, ant they sradually

0002

+
(W
¥)
~3
)



