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CANADIAN PUBLIC DOCUMENTS
By W. J. DONALD, Ph.D.

1.-The Need.
Canadian governmental bodies, federal, provincial, and

municipal, publish many. very valuable public documents. The
Canalian civil service contains among its numbers many
very devoted and brilliant men whose work le extremely valu-
able and whose reports have great value for many pTivate
citizens and students of public affairs. Other reports are
valuable because, though they are not what they ought to be,
they are the best we haive."

Canadian students of publie affairs are greatly in need
of a regularlv published list of al. these Canadian goverfi-
mental docunxenti- of the Dominion, the Provinces and Can-
adiaxn municipalities. Mariy citizens. are not even aware that
Governriental documents are regularly published, and most
Canadians are anite iÉrnorant of their value. Even when a

%vould bo in a sense a private publication. No city lil)rary
has the fund or the equiýpment for such a convprehensîve en-
terprise. Furthermore, as we shall see, the echeine that
should be adopted ought to include features which some
Dominion agency would'be best able to provide.

In this question, as ini many others, Canada can learn
froni other countries. I England, P. S. King & Co., who
deoil in English public documents, publieli a fairly compre-
hensive lit. The United States has, however, accoxnplished
the purpose in a much more satisfactory way, hy publishing
through the Lilbrary of Congress at Washington, a "Monthly
Catalogue of United States Publie Documents," and a "Month-
(y List of State Publications," which are sold to subscribers
at $1,10 and .30 respectively per year. Thiis le the scheme
which we helieve the Canadian Government should adopt
through. the Parliamentary Libra.ry at Ottawa.
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