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Canadian Tities
Apropos of tities which some members of the

Canadlian House of Commons object to a very inter-
esting discussion took place ini the English Huse
of Lords on the recent Honours list. It appears that
the Imperial Government had given an undertaking
that the'reasons for recommending certain honors
would be publishied with the list. In the case of
two mayors recommended for knighthood the ouly
reasons givenl were that they were the Mayors of
Bootie (near Liverpool) and Limerick (Ireland) and
on the reasons being questioned as not being suf-
ficient lEari Curzon, on behaif of the goverument,
mnade answer: "In regard to the Mayors of Bo.tle
and Limerick the statement of this fact was regard-
ed as sufficient by the Government. Tliey were
satisfied that these gentlemen had dloue signal ser-
vice fitting thern for the honors granted them."
Anothermember of the bouse referring to another
recipient who had received a knighthood because
hie "lias been Mayor of Chichester for six consecu-
tive years," said "that was a signal instance of pub-
lic service." It would appear then that whatever
objection they seein to have in the old country,
to "political job" honors, Ynayoral recommenda-
tions for honors are fully accepted, it be-
ing considered that a man good enougli to
become the chief magistrate of his community is
Lyood ienoiih for anv honor ()f k-niohthni AQ

of good public service whcther it is rendered to, the
state or the community. Some objectors against
titles maintain that election at the hands of the peo-
pie in itself is honor enougli. This is .only half the
truth, for while it is an honor to secure the suf-
frages of the people it is for certain duties to be
performcd, not for past services. So there sliould
always be the incentive to perform good public ser-
vice and we don 't know if any better incentive than
the prize of public recognition. There is no doubt
that Great Britain 's public and municipal services
have been built up to their present standard of cf-
ficiency by tis very prize always before the ambi-
tious and conscientious. It is certainly not the
inoney prizes that attract men of ability to kive
their best to the civil service, for there are noue.
The same in the Indian and Colonial civil service
and the municipal service in thc other seif-goveru-
ing Dominions.

ln Canada thougli many titles have been con-
ferred since confederation on ahl kinds and condi-
tions of men we don 't know of one that lias been
conferred on a municipal man as sudh, flot even a
lesser titie. Yet we have lad as executives of our
larger cities men of outstanding ability and? ini-
tegrity who have giveni of their bcst to the service of
their fellow citizens, but they. have receivcd no re-
cognition from the state. The only satisfaction tley
hiad being the feeling that tley hiad achieved some-
thing.

Is tis lack of appreciation of municipal men,
wlose services to the state is equal to that-often
better-of men serving in the larger spheres of
provincial and federal politics, to go on forever ii
Canada? We hope not. While we are not taking
up the cudgels on behaîf of titles (and lereditary
,titîca we ablor) we do say that so long as honors ara
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