
THE VARSITY.
There is 1n0 more insipid kirîd of conversation than

wlhen men, holding, practically the samne views on a much-

debated question, meet and congratulate one anothe o

the profound wisdoin of these views. Lt is for this reason

that the proceedings of the Departnîental Societies are of

such an insipid character.

When the University of Toronto dlaimis to bave the

highest standard on the continent for the B3. A. degree, it is

no idie boast.

"BENEATH TWO FLAGS."

MR. EDITOR:-

1 was one of the many, xvbo, last Friday nigbit, attend-
ed the meeting of the Literary Society and participated in
the " fighit " (tô quote Mr. McFarlane) wbich enlivened its
proceedings for a time. No one, and allo\V ife to say it in
ail humility, no one about Varsity likes to sec a filbt more
tlian I do, but 1 like it to be fair and honorable. There were
one or two things whicb were noticed on that occasion by
miany, xvhichi, to mny m"d, were neither fair nor honorable,
andi 1 wish to cali public attention to them. Wlien the
vote on the appeal from the ruling of the chair wvas being
taken, those who were loyal to the chair noticed among
t] eir opponents a gentleman who is Historical Secretary
of the Society. Being such, he is one of the seventeen
mîen whc form the cabinet, so to speak, of the Society.
That cabinet was elected last March as a uniit, and, to mny
nîind, should work as a unit. That Mr. Howitt, the gentle-
man to xvbom 1 refer, comm-itted a brcach of loyalty to the
cabinet of which hie is a mnember, and to Mr. Carson, per-
sonally, as head of that body, is very clear to my mi, and
I think that the one way out of the peculiar position, in
which lie lias placed himself by voting "want of confidence"
in his chief, is to hand lus resigriation as Ilistorical Secre-
tary fortbwith to Mr. Carson. No doubt Mr. Howitt lias
found more congenial environinent among his new
colleagues. In fact, I wish him joy ini his unique position.

I bave the hionor to be, sir,
Yours very truly.

Nici< HINcH-.

MR. INKSTER'S VIE\VS

EDITOR VARSITYV

Of late years there seenis to have ariseiî a tendency on
the part of tue Literary Society to refuse to accept -the
recommendation of the Edîtorial Board of THEw VARSITY

in filling vacancies which occur from time to tinîe. The
Literary Society may have tbe rigbt to do so. but uxîtil the
last year or two it has always accepted without question
the action of the Editorial Board. I would like to point
ont that the board is in a much better position to choose a
suitable man, and for these reasons : the board is composed
of men who are far more profoundlyinterested in the welfare
of the paper than the Literary Society is ; the board is
more intimately acquainted witli the abilities of the
aspirants for the vacant posts than the large body of
students who flock to the meetings of the Society ; the
board îs far more likely to weigli each candidate's qualifi-
caltions, than the motley tbrong who naturally wish to see
their idols placed in seats of honor, whether worthy or flot.
For these reasons, and for the further one that the
Society should have full confidence in the board it elected
last spring, the Literary Society should pause and carefully
consider its position before rashly attempting to slap the
Editorial Board in the face by overrîding the deliberate
action of the board. Sincerely yours,

JOHN ýG. INKSTER.

LITERARY SOCIETY.

Last Friday evening in the absence of the president,
Mr. Young, the meetinîg wvas called to order by tbe first
vice president, C. M. Carson. Dinringý the reading of the
winutes by Secretary \arwluich did îîot rec]îire niy
attention, 1 sat quietly inusing on the unusually good
attendance, for there was a goodly niber seated there
quietly lookîng at Mr. Wagar or whispering low amiong
tlîenselves. 1 camne to the conclusion, at lcngth, thiat
th,_re might be two reasons for the increased attendance;
first, there were two seniors down on the programme, G.
H. B3lack, a song, N. E. Hinch, a reading-these surely
woiuld draw ; seconîd, the animal iiter-year dehate between
the men of the first and second ycars was likely to bring
out aIl tliose who wislued to sec ttieir year triumnphi. While
I was miusing thuls the Society was beginning tbe business
routine. Notbing of note developed quictly each order
of business was passed over ujutil at length the programme
xvas reaclied anîl dieu 1 conngrattilateul myself uîpon îny
acuinen in decidîing tluat it was itbe programme tluat
they liad comne to bear. Mr. Black was called upon
for bis songy but asked the indulgence of tbe rneetiiîg for a
few minutes utitl his accomipanist arrived. whicu was
gracionsly extended to limi. Meantimec Mr. Carson asked
Mr. Hinchi for bis reading. Nick caine forward to say
that lie had been plaý inig football in the afternoon and that
Eric's husky ninety-niners liad s0 trounced imii and his
teain tliat lie liad no beart to recite. Mr. Carson urged
hinî to try and be did so, oily to fail, aîud wc ail felt so
sorry because we knew bis big heart xvas too full of grief
for him to proceed. Mr. Black tlien sang a song whicbi
had l)een contril)uted for the nexv college song book. In
spite of Mr. Black's good rendition of it 1 cannot refrain
from saying that it was the general opinion tbat the song
was miot good euiongb for the new book. Mie were now
beginning to settle down comnfortably to lîsten to the
debaters pour forth the arguments tbey had been preparing
ail week, wben without the sligbitest premonitory symptomn
W. Mv. MVartin arose, and shot a thiinderbolt uponi oui
unsnspecting heads by moving that we return to the order
of buisinies- "' Reports of Coimittees." G. M. Murray
seconded the motion, and before we liad recovered froin
the shock the motion had been put and carried. Tlien I-1.
H, Narraway arose frnm the midst of a conjested group in
the centre of the room and called attention to the fact that
the Editorial Board Of VARSITY had seen fit in the profuriu-
dity of its wisdom to fill a vacancy and had not submitted
a report of its proceeding to the society. Then and not
till tiien did 1 realize my inistake, for these men lbad conie,
not to liear a programme, but to caîl the members of tbe
VARSITY Board to account. Editor Galian, believing that
bis board hiad full authority to fil] itte own vacancies, and
not hiaving been authorized by that board to nîake any
announcemient or recommendation, naturally field lus
peace for some tilue. Mr. Narraway, however, inspired
by Mr. McFarlane, appeared to be so worried over the
matter that Mr. Gahan good-naturedly gratified luis
curîosity by annouuîcing that a vacancy really hiad existed
on the Éditorial Board. Having counted heads and find-
ing itself in a sligbt majority the opposition deterinined to
elect a man forthwith to fil] that vacancy, and to over-ride
tbe action of the board, wbicli, it wias understood, had
chosen 0. M. Bîggar to sîîcceed H. 1. O'Higgins Accord-
ingly, Mr, Narraway proposed the naine of J. T. Sbotwell
and a very lively debate followed. Finally, the chairman
ruled the motion out of order, basing bis rulîng on a clause
in the constitution which says that nominations can be
made only at the meeting followiiug the announicement of
the vacancy and the election a week later. Painfully Mr.
Narraway arose and wîth sadness inexpressibly depicted
on each lineament of bis face, said he was forced to appeal


