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City, town, or incorporated village, where a high school is situated.Y
14O" the Obvious meaning and intention of tbis is, that the high
SchOOIS shall, where possible, take Up the fifth class work of the
public Schoois, allowing the public schools to attain ta a standard

*'ch is below that in force in 1876. This regulation may bave
bee ýnendd o serve a gond purpose, but its operation cannot

ut ipair the usefuiness bath of public and high schoo]s, since it
dere rcial that a public school may be reiieved of a part
tru programm by a high school. The average school

tIlteewil b oly ocglad ta avail himself of this elrecommnenda-
lion ," as it will relieve the financial pressure, and enabie him ta
Show a balance at the end of the year, a thing which delights the
Coufltry ratepayer, and secures the re-election of the careful
trustcee

If we turn ta the question of High Schools and Collegiate Insti-
tuteS we shall sec that there is practically little diflerence between
thern. A High Schaol is ta have at least two, and may have three
teachers ; a Collegiate Institute must have four. Under the aid
regullatins Callegiate Institutes were required ta have at least an
average attendance of 6o maie pupils taking classics. Under the
D't.eent iaw this qualification is donc away with altogether, and a
Inntifli, is flot required. The importance of this Coliegiate
qualification may flot appear at first sight. But if we consider

hat a Callegiaic Institute should be, we wiîî sec that the qualifi-
Cation was a mast necessary anc. The presence of at least 60 male
Plpils iflsured a large number of pupils available for aIl classes.
M il eyrrl take classics, the restriction ta male pupils

ItOu1 Sibe he a have an additional farce and significance. But
Sneteminimum of 6o male pupils has been swept away,

a COiîcgiate Institute may naw exist and yet he on a basis flot at
a" 8Perior ta an ordinary high school :and the number of pupiislt bcing kept up, classes for University work cannot be formed ;

ýIta cthc enty preparatary university work cannot be taken upIthe Staff fat Institutes, and the work must ultimately faIt uponth tf fUniversity Coîlege.

'0the letter from Mr. John Seath, which we print in another
co utTn, will bc found, we think, ta bear testimony in aur behaîf.M 'Seath's position as a High School Inspectar, and bis long andv'cdcePeiec well qualify him ta, speak upon ihis subject. We

""le hs Iinin'fundd a itis ponpersonal observation, and
Cergret that we )cannot agree with irn. We do flot wish ta set

Own limnited experience and observation in apposition ta that of
th0S qualified ta speak, but at the same time we are incîined ta

of }r<. that the mere " unpopularity " of first year work with staffsOfh 'gh Scboals, should flot alîow the Higb Schooîs ta escape or
rkWhat is thi plain and manifest duty. Mr. Seatb expiains

~htthe two mhser High Schools are very heavily burdened as it

'SI"idtht tey redoing as mucb as they can whefl they prepareCanidtes. or hedepartmental exmntosofth nad3r
S&taffs' ta do cannat reasonably expect High Scboois, with small
wor',td University matriculation work, we think that such
tue 'gll with propriety be expected frorn the Coilegiate Insti-

Cghy.eBtwbat do we find ihe case ta e Mr. Seath says:
schoolxPerience is that first year work is not popular with staffs or
Stitute Bo ards, and as a matter of fact, oniy one or twa of the In-
>rhis s ao very stain the honor courses of this examination.l'
authori. ý eysatigconfession, and anc wbich shouid move the
affas. ties ta investigate the question, and sec that such a state of

ist t a te r f the C ollegiate Institutes exist f or a y hnéi
ake UP Just such work as Mr. Seath confesses only anc or

the Ow undertake If the Hiigh Schools did their proper share of

parewOrk, the Colegiate I nstitutes would be found able ta pre-
liPoedu caniae for matriculation,and in fact do what is now

Pose pon University College.

art Seatb admits that Collegiate Institutes and High Schools
Scsas at Present constituted, identicai in character and in the

theirol wrk. This fact alone proves that the Secondary
due , are flot fulfilling their foul duty, and the fact that ihis is
the< el nel ta the "unpopuiarity I of increased school grants, and

0fth,,PoPularity ' of increased school work, does not, ta aur way
colle, constittîte a sufficient reasan for saddling University

?e, fý wth Work that properly belongs ta the Secondary Schools,
Whi ,which tbey were originaily founded. The conclusion of the
ttt nad tter is -No tthat aur High Scbools and Collegiate Insti-

'tot that0 indiflerent work ; but that they are not deveîoped cnough;
haaOur e'ducational system is too ciaborate or too extensive ini

thar t e ; but that it is capable of accompiisbing much more
chiner does, and that, without any increase of resources or ma-

tlys f, /ehv endeavaured ta present the question, impar-
hatpy,&Orn the Point of vicw of the University ; wc shaîl be most
View otOhbear the other side of the question-from the pain t of
gladj1y Secondary Schoois. Witb ibis abject in view, we Sbll
Colegi e Or coium,,s ta those masters of High Scbaols and

Ç) ly b' Inttutes who may feel an interest in the discussion."thody ObjcCt is ta arrive at some conclusion as ta the best
bath tie o etering the present state of things, and of improving

Secoridary Schaols and theUnvriy
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Io the Editors of Tii VAR,-irv.
SiRs,-In reply ta your request for nsy opinion as ta the pro-

priety of discontinuing the first year work of the University and,
requiring it from the High Schools and Collegiate Institutes, 1 would
submit that, as matters stand, it would be unwîse ta take ibis
course. i base my opinion on the foilowing :

(i) The burden of work upan the High Schools is naw very great,
especially during the flrst haîf of the ye.ar. The two masters' schoois.
do as mnuch as can be expected fromt them when they prepare can-
didates for the second and third cîass departmental examinations,
and for the present pass junior matriculation examination.
Some of the b.-tter scbaols of this cîass, it is truc, take up one or
mare cf the honour courses ; but in many cases most of tbis addi-
tionai work is donc alter school hours. Since the partial assimila-
tion of the pass work of the first year with the honour work of
junior maticulation, a good many schools with mare than two mas-
ters take up bath courses ; but my experience is that first yý,ar
work is not popular witb staffs or school boards, and, as a matter
of fact, only one or two of the Institutes now undertake the bonour
courses of this examination.

(2) If your suggestion were acted upon and the present high
school entrance standard rnaintaincd, an additional mnaster would
be required in nearly ail the schools ; otbcrwvise the smnaller ones
couid flot continue" "ta prepare students for university matricula-
tion," as the Higb Scbooîs Act requires. As the local tax for l'igh
scbool purposes is in most cases large-and, I may add, likely to
become larger even under existing circumnstances-I arn quite sure
that a schenie of the nature you propose would b.- unpopuiar in
most bigb schoal districts.

(3) You may say, bawever, that it would be proper ta, utiîkze ýbe
collegiate institutes for tbis bigber work, because these schoois werc
ariginally intended as spcciaî feeders of the university. No doubt
tbey wcrc originalîy designed ta serve tbis purpose ; but, for rea-
sons which it is unnecessary ta state, the basis on whicb thcy were
constituted has been cbanged, and they are now simrpiy a hetter
equipped and bctter manncd class of bigb schools. Many of themn,
indeed, do more advanced work than the bigb scbools, but ibis is
a resuît of their character, flot the legal j astification af their exist-
ence. A change wbich wouîd make it necssary for a candidate tG
leave bis local bigh school ta secure such teacbing as would enable
bim ta matriculate would probabiy suit sime cf the larger and
richer schools, but it would hA unfair to many of the supporters of
the smalîer higb schools. The abject of aur bigh schaoî system is
ta multiply the local centres of secondary education. The scbemc
you propose wouîd be practicaily a reversaI of tbis poîicy.

Let me add, howcver, that in my opinion the time bas corne
whcn a bigher standard of attainments-a bigher percentage for
pass-may be fairly expected at junior matriculation. 1 am quite
sure that the adoption of this course, would provide at least a par-
tial remedy for the evils you complain of, and at the same time
benefit the matriculant and increase the efficîency of the bigh
schaals. J. SEATH.

THE LIQUOR INTEREST AGAIN THREATENED-
To the Editors of TiiE VAPSITv.

SIRS,,-The thronged meeting of tbe Literary Society fast Friday
night, the rushing about of the wbips, the beilowings of ecd
Boanerges of debate, and the vast amount of general excitement,,
recalled the scenes of tbree or four years aga. Tbough the Society
has bad a remarkabiy successf aI year, such nigbts came but seldom7
now. Party spirit seems ta he unsettled ; the ground bas been so,
tomn up dtîring tbe late scrimrnages, and sucb clouds of dust haveý
been raised, that some tbink the aid party uines, wbich were onceý
so visible ta ail, are iost. I speak figurativeiy.

Mr. Young,-wboseill.advised motion, or rather its amnended'
forrn, bas seriousîy endangercd the bealh of the goose that laid,
the golden egg, and made it uncertain now wbctber or flot there
wiii be an Election ibis year,-in bis great speech at the outset cf'
the matter, while dwelling an the reprebiensible enornfities wbich
accompany Elections, took occasion incidentally ta remind the,
Society of a grave infraction of the law perpetrated yeariy. He
(1uoted Englisb and Canadian Electiin Laws, sbowing that 't is,
illegal on the part of candidates or their agents ta use other than
volunteered conveyances in bringing up vaters ta thepolîs. During
the Society Elections of late years the party organizations have
kcpt backs running ta ail parts of the city,-" a direct violation of
the îaw," said Mr. Young, s*oîemnly, and witbout doubt in good
faith. Tbis amused me.

Now that he bas taken ta reading up the statutes, Mr. Young
cannot be ignorant of the other provisions of the laws in questionm
Is he of opinion, toc, that it bas been in direct contravention of the
iaw that on the Society's polling day ail the saloons in Toronto
have been accustomed ta keep open bouse as on or.dinary days, ?
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