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WE ARE LOOKING BACK.
BY A LADY CRAI>IATE.

S T UDENTS are apt to regard their liec whie in
college as nninteresting and their tasks as laborjous.

No mnatter how earnestly they enter inito the various
activities of cullege life-ils societies, its clubs and its
sports-yet there is a steady undercurrent of thoughit to
the effeet that tbey are in tfie play-rodm of the world,
that the life tbey are now living is but the refiection of
that larger and fuller life before thein in the untried
world. They may he earnest and enthusiastic students
andi enjoy thoroughly the studies they prme, yet there
is a feeling of relief when they have written their last
final exaînination and their cullege days are over.

Let ns sketch brîefly the different eras of college life
and then show the influence of their Aima Mater in tire
after lives of onr stndents. Men and woiuen mixions to
obtain an insighit int the hidden inysteries of ancient and
modern learning enter onr colleges and enrol themselves
as studfents. Session afler session passes aw'ay. Our
merry freshrnen with their important airs become sedate
suphomnores. Onie year at college bas shown theni that
they have many things yet to lcarn. This thought
makes theni Il sadder but wiser mnen. " As Il every action
must have a corresponding reaction," so oui- sober sopho-
mores are transforined into gay and fest ive juniors. Ljfe
secmis ne long holidlay to tbeui. They have very little
respousibility and an honorable share of ail those favors
regarded as belongiug excltitivoly to the seniors. As onr
juniors pass int the senior year they hecorne grave and
dignified. As inembers nf the senior clé.ss their responsi-
bilities are hîcreased ani lhey are entitled to the respect
and reverence uf tlic other students. Ail througb tire
year unt, seniors are grave and busy, and when the session
is over they stand before us to be lanreated. I>rondly
our fortunate seniors kneei to receive the laurels on their
brows. It is one of the happiest moments of their lives.
Tbey have ieacbed the zenithi of their cullege tern. Now
tbal ail the labor sud routine are over the recollection of
their college life is very pleasaul. Lauireation day affords
them a breathing space before they resumne work ini a
langer aud more practical schnol. Huere they rest sîpon
their launels and view the worldl lu tho rose.cnloring of
youtb aud hope The timne comes soon, boweven, for
them to go ou nto the world and figbt the battle of hIfe
for theniselves. This peniod is the murt difficull and dis-
conraging time of their lives. Tbey have passed the un-
trance examinalion into the world's sehool of individual
and indepeudent work, but lbey innst waiî soinste lne
before they are recognized as possessing full citizenship
and as having a right to ail the privileges and b>ons of
thein city or country. '['ey inust submit to the wurld's

golden ruie" of treatiug every ue as a rogne until the
contrany bas been proved.

It is during Ibis transition peniod that tbey act in a
raîhur inconsistunt yet not unnatuiral mannen. Whilu in
college Ibeir chief ambition was to get through as soon as

possible that they mighb enter a wider field of labur;
uow wben they have their desire fulfilled they look back
with luugiug bu that Alma Mater who lias su tunderly
sbeltered themn for years.

Thus ail thruugh the wurid witere'er we turui
Therc are aching heoarts and souls that yearnl
Over bygone heurs; and thuught,; stll humi
Withiiu us, that were uttered years ago,
As, ii te ntidligl watelhes slow,

We are iuuing back."

For the first rime perhaps they realize wliat their cul-
lege bas (lotie for themn. There they mect mnauy of tire in-
buiiectual ut the laud-uten antd womcen who were train-
ing their rninds and disciplining tbeir lives lu ineet tlic
diflicuities that would corne to then lu lte fuiture ;tmen
anti women wlîu would have imieh tu (Io lu shapittg the
destiîîy of their country and prubecliîîg bier inlerests.
Tbey had miugled with eacli other lu free and unrestraiued
intercourse aud lhad syiupathized witb eacb other lu juy
andi sorrow.

Thtere they pursued stifdies wvbieh dirccted their
minds lu lîigbcr objectq. Tbey wvere le(l through tlie
uîazes of Natural 'Science, Histury, Liteiary Fiiglish,
Pohitical Economy, etc. %Vhat tu tlîem wouhd have been
otlterwise unintelligible uuow becomnes f Ill of uîeaning, amýtd
they are willing and even atixions to go oit hy tIhetuselves
and gain a comuplete kttuwleulge of t'te subject. Then
those studies whose relationti l practical hile lîad tiot oc-
curred to tlîem while they were lu coihege, are iiow miade
use of and lu inaly cases becume their iuost valuable
friends. Tbey have beem a cumuplete mntal drill i su are
hehpful lu thein lu brying lu suIve tlic prublenis ofli11e.

Il is oîîly the sîndeuts wlio have spent their tinte well
and have been faithfnl lu every respect tu their AlIna
MUater wbo are abde tu look back with teuderness aud
love bu their college life. Those whu bave luis-spent thuir
tinie cau bbink oitly regrelfnlhy uf their many wasted op-
purtunities aud sigh that tbey are gune forever.
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AT THE BOARDING-HOUSE TABLE.
"Huw are you, Butter? Huw do yuu feul to-night ?"
"Oh, I'm just as strung as possible. How are yu,

Mr. Coffee ?"
IlNe ! VeIl, lu speak the brubb, I feel very weak. 1

don't fuel settled, and the grounds upon w'hicb I arn ad-
mitted int sociely don'b suit me at ail. How are yuu,
Miss Mihk V

IOh, 1 ledl very bine. I fell in thte water titis mnorn-
ing aud carne near beiug drtîwned ; but don't chalkr that
up against nie, and if yuu see a cuw anywhere aronnd I'd
lactotuebter. "

T heu the steak yelled ont, Il Bnlly," and the inattoit
said, IlGo at while you're yung," wbile the boiled eggs
fairly cackled lu deision."


