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Editorial

The Mockery of System.

Last week a gentleman said to me,
when talking about lis two-ycar-old
boy: "H1e studies more subjeets than

you find ou the programme of studies.
[t is ail nonsense to talk about the pro-
granmme being overloaded. It doesn't
comtain haif enough. That is the trouble
with if. "

This surely is a new point of view, but
there is something in it. A littie fellow
iu the course of a day studies pretty
uearly everythiug - nature, people,
language, music, drawing, construction,
art. Hie learus to observe and t3 listen
and to express himself in words, deeds,
ge stures, actions, songs and in other
ways. Why, then, should we say that
the sehool overloads him?

Thc word "overloaded" is a littie
unfortunate-that is ail. Those who use
it mean something cisc. They have a
real. grievance which if is right to
recognize.

The littie f cllow of two may spend a
wholc forenoon at one occupation sucli
as playing in the sand, but in tliat one
occupation he foilows ail the studies
just mcntioned. When he goes to school
lis day is arbitrarily divided for him
into segments of ten minutes or fiftccn
minutes ecd. There is no bond con-
nccting the varions activities. Hie is a
reader, an arithmetician, a spelier, a
writer by turus. 11e jumps as the string
is pulcd. At borne lie was a boy. The
one occupation of his boyhood subsumed
many activities ail interreiated.

At sehool if is, even worsc than stated.
lu an arithmetie lesson thc pupil is not
11811ally fo]Iowing one conneeted study,

but offen in the course of fiv(e minutes
.callcd upon to answer fortY or fifty

distinct and( separate questions.: This
the pedagogue justifies under the plea
that drill is necessary.

Suppose now the sehool. were to fol-
low iii some measure the natural plan
of the home. would tiiere be any real.
loss? Would there not be a great gain?
Is our present plan of working by sub-
jeets-as niamed on the prograrmme-
too artificial, too mechanical? Wouldn't
a pupil gain more by following omme big
study which included ail minor stndies.
than by dividing up his timne after the
manner of the tirne-table? True there
are times when drill is neccssary, but
the drill will be suggested as the main
study proeeeds.

In the suggested lessoii on the move-
muent of the grain on another page it is
shown how one absorbing stiffy may
include ail minor studies, and it is clear
that during this study there will arise
opportunities for needed drill in many
bues. This wvill. provide motive in at
least a portion of sehool drill. There is
a possibility that in our attemnpts to
organize instruction we have disorgan-
zed if. It is scarely fair to consider

a pupil as a being to be quizzed into
shape through the efforts of an animated
interrogation mark-known as teacher.
lie should the rather be eonceived of as
one capable of real'izing himself through
purposed self-aetivity. A pupil should
corne into sehool to learu how to solve
what are f0 lira. real problems-prob-
lems conneeted with experience. We
have iiot always doue well to eut a day
into lesson-periods and to substitute
inock-activities for the real thing under


