
55MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED. 7

As predieted in our last nuniber the Ontario
Cefvernment bas declded to withdraw the annual
grant of .$10,000 to the Provincial Exhibition, after
thie eurrent year. The Provincial ini its earlier
days no doubt served a most useful purpose, but
now that each. large cîty and town in the province
has its ewn annual exhibition there le no further
need for the Provincial. During the debate in the
Local Legisiature on the motion to abolish. the
annual grant soute of the speakers condemnned the
14side shows " at Fairs. We cannot see auy sonda
objection to the introduction of "side shows," if
kept within reasonable bounds. Taire the Toronto
exhibition as ant example. During the days that
something more than usually exciting or- attractive

,is on the programme the fair groundîs are packed
with people, the majority of whom are front the
country districts. People like to be intercsted and
amused. Ample time aud opportunity are afforded
for visitors to examine the produots of the soul,

agrcutural xnacblnery, etc., and to wîtuess the
spécial attractions offered for their amusement,
without the one conflicting with thé othér. Some
peoplc are cynical enough to object to horse-raeing
at country fairs, but let us ask what other éxhîbit
ever filled a country fair gruund like a haif-mile
track? We beg to enter a vigorous protest agalnst
the abuse heaped upon -"aide shows,' and long m>ay
they fiourish, we feel sure, ie the wish of évery one
who has the interests of the agricultural faire at
hicart.

INSTAN(2Es are constanitly cropping up which in
themselves refute the statements made. by chronic
grumblers that farmers in Ontario are worse off
than their brethren in the States. Last menth we
referréd to the great distress existing amengst the
farming popuilation in Dakota, and now it seems
that the farmers in New Jersey are in a very bad
%way. A dispatch to the New York Tribwic of
February Sth, says: "Many of the béat and oldéat
say they cannot make both ends meet and that the
outlook is not encouraging. Many farmérs have
made assiguimente and others are in the bauds of
the sheriff. To add to their discomflture the
tomato crop, which has been their main stay, bas
proved disastrous both as to quantîty and price.
F~or two séasons the fs.rmers have tried to formit a
'trust.' Last year tbey were indifférent and but
few coula be persuaded to enter the coînhination
to demand a higher price f rom the canning factor-
ies, ana now the second season's meeting for that
purpose bas proved a dismal failuire. They say
they will make their own sales for wbatever they
cau get. The cannera are consequently jubilant
anîd are contracting with amali farmersi for $6 per
toit and lésa, this hein g even a lower figure than
Ivas paid last year." With a fine soil and excellent
climate it is difficult to undérstand why New Jer.
sey farinera should he in such a sorry plight when
it is aise taken into considération that they havo
a market of sixty millions at their command. The
condition of farmérs in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,
Wisconsin aud other States is not much better
than that of thé farmers cf New Jersey. Iu view
of these facts well may wo ask "What's the matter
with Ontario ?

Two bMATTERs spécially affecting thé agricultural
industry have beén debated lu the Dominion Par-
liamént. One was a motion te abo0li8h the duty on
fértilizers or artificial manures, in the interest of
the farmer, on the grouud that the duty on these
articles was a direct tax upou thé whole agricul.
tural commuulty whoae interest it is te bé able te
obtain whatevér may enrich the seil at the lowest
possible price. In opposition te the motiou it was
argued that theré is in Canada au enormous supply
cf thé raw materials which foriu the basis of agri-
cultural manturés and that we expert every year
large quantities cf minerai phosphatea, boues,
leached ashes, etc., aleo that the duty on the man-
ufactured article keéps out of the markét a large
importation cf inferior stuif, cempeting in price
with heone made fertilizérs cf greater werth which,
without duty, could net be seld at présent prîices,
ner cf as good qualîty. The' other motion was te
allow the farmérs te bave a rebate cf thé duty
théypVay ou-corn for feeding purposes. It was
&rgaed in support of the motion that the farmers

bave te import the gréater part cf ths corn théy
use for feeding cattlé for expert on il they pay
a.duýy cf sevén and a hall cents per bushel. The
distillers also have tu import the corn thcy réquire
te maike spirits for export. but the distillers arc
allowed a rébate of duty. It ivas tberefere ased
that farmérs abould be placed on the saine footing
as distillers. .Against this it was arguéd that thé
fr e importation cf Western corn bas always
kept dowu thé price cf our own coarsé grains which.
undér the opération cf the dluty, are about ten
cents per bushel higher than they otherwisc weuld
bé; aise that the Maritime provinces have an
equivalent to this duty in other lvays, asnd further,
that thé National Policy must he sustained, or set
eside as a wholé, and net bit by bit to suit partic.
ular interests. Both motions were defeatcd.

TIUT thé Permanent Central Farmers' Institute,
or as it is térrned, "1The Farmners' Parliamient, " will
yet prove a léading factor in ail political and eco-
nomic questions affecting net only Ontario but the
whole Dominion is a self-cvidént fact. Any one
who attendéd thé annual meeting beld lui Toronto
last month could net fail te be struck by the intelli-
gence, éaruestness and ability dîsplayed by the
speakers whule discussing thé many important
questions brouglit before the meeting. It is true,
that soute of theni wcre iuclinéd te volubiity and
te talk about matters irrélevant te the point under
discussion, but they were the exception and wil
no doimbt iu tuée léarn te appreciate thé fact that
"1brevity is the seul cf wit. " It is net our inten-
tion te comment upon the varions subjects deaît
with but there was oue thing that surprised us
very mu-.h and we take the opportunity te touch
upon it. Iu our January number we referred te
thé coning téxt boek on agriculture for use in omir
rural scheels and snggested that the government
should appropriate a sura for thé purpose of pro-
vidiug instruction hy thé professors of the Agricul-
tural Coliegé, Guelph, te a certain numbér cf select
echool teachers on thé subjéét of agriculture, thus
equipping them for teaching the young farmers net
only thé méthods cf agriculture but the principles
on which success depends. Mr. L. Woolvcrtoni, of
Grimnsby, apparently agrees wîth us, as hie meved a
reselution te tbe efféct that public sehool teachers,
after teaching a certain length cf time, should take
a course of instruction in the Agricultural Collae,
Guelph, lu order te prepare thém for teaching agri-
culture la echools. he motion ivas defeatéd and
dia not recéivé eithér thé attention or- support that
it merited. Our suggestion je not that ail public
sobool teachers aboula receive this special course of
instruction but ouly a select few, say one *or two
from each county, and we are convinced that the

peower~s that be will ère long see thé advantagés te
be dérivéd frein sncb a scheine *and wîll not hesîtaté

te adcpt it. Wé don't hélieve that scheol téachers
will ever be converted into farmérs, or become
qualified te instruot farmers or their sons in thé
actual practices; cf busbandry, but we do beliéve
that they could, by building on thé foundation of
a goed général éducation, become literary experts
in thé mattér cf agriculture, and bé able te direct
thé youthful mind in proer grooveet Tbéy coula
encouragé thé developineut cf the power of obser-
vation, for which théré e isea much necessity as a
training for évery walk in 111e, and so much scope
and material constantly at hand in a country place.
It is a notorious fact that boys are reared in. oumr
rural districtswithout knowing and witbent notie-
ing intélligéntly the thousande of objecte cf inter-
est that surrouud theni. With broadér éducation
and an end cf pédagogie fancy theré wvould bé les
cause for thé constant cry cf "Why (le boys léavé
thé farm? "

FARMERS, ATTENTION 111

It wii hé a matter cf considérable surprise te
farmére and othérs having thé interéets cf agricul-
titre at heart to learn that thé Postnîaeter-General,
bas in hie wisdom decided that noue but daily and
weekly papere wvill in future go through thé mails
fréee Thé bill je new before thé Heusé cf Cern-
mens, but it bas net yét become law, and we trust
it neyer will. The monthly agricultural papers, wé

venture to say, are far more entitled te thé privil-
ège cf free postage than éither dailies or weékliés.
They dévote their columna te thé instruction and
amusement cf thé farming community-the back-
boue cf thé country-and are juet as essential to
thé farmer as thé dally paper le te thé man ef busi-
niess or te the pelitician. Wé bavé ne hésitation
in saying tliat thé bll, if paed, will do a great
wrong te a clase wFo are already heavily enough
taxéd and have tee littlé considération paid te
their intereste. If postage is iueised upon, pub-
lishere of agricultural journals will bé compelléd
te increase thé subecrîption pricé cf their papérs,
and thé aubscribere -or lu othér words thé fanmers
-will havé te pay thé postage. Farmiers and others
intereeted should betir themnelvés and by concértéd
and prompt action take effective sepe te previent
this grose injustice front beingô perpétratéd. Let
thernsepeak out witb ne sîncertain sonna béfore it
le tee late. They arc in thé mnajonity and their
voicc ahould hé beard. on stncb a question as tlîis.
Comparativcly few farmérs givé any spécial theught
toeéxisting laws, or te thé law-making power cf
thé land, their theugbte being mainly centeréd on
their farmns, and se, threugb indifférence and
lack of concert among thémn, .laws7 just and unjuat
are enacted for thé govérument cf thé people.
Whcn it is toc late tbéy learu te their cost that
laws havé bean enactéd favoring certain classes or
intereste and infiicting gréat injustice upon thém.
If fariners wouhd havé théir burdéns hssaénéd, if
tbey would bécomé ou a lével with all other classes,
wheu seekiug governmént aid and recognition, let
thém organizé, and lot thora ail pull tegethér for
thé good cf thé class. Wé do not caré whether
tbey béleng te either of thé political parties or te
noue; we don't want thémn as party men but as
farmérs working for thé hénefit of farmers. Théy
bavé now thé opportuuity to make their power félt,
and we again urge upon tbemi tD take prompt steps
by pétitions te their reptesentatives ini Parlianiént
and by othér méans to jrevent the passage cf this
bill. It le prépoatereus te c.ontend that a monthly
papér le net as mucli a uéwspapér as a weékly.
We have goed reason te believe that thé bill bas
beén introduced for ne ether purpose titan to please
an organization wbich styles itself thé Canadian
Press Association. This Association is chiefly, if
net wholly, compoeed cf éditers and proprietors cf
weékly newspapérs who are jéalous of thé large
circulation cf thé monthly agricultural papérs.
Thé Association is simply a haughing. eteck te thé
majority cf thé members cf thé Fenrth Estaté. It
bas degeneratéd lute an association for ne othér
purpose than to obtain cheap fares froiu railway
and steam-boat companies for au annual blowout la
thé fahi cf thé yéar. There are a féw weeklies which
are a crédit te thé country, as théy are ebly éditéd
and contain nmuch interestiug and instructive mat-
ter, but thé majerity areé filléd with matter sent out
by an association in Toronto, and a féw paragraphe
cf intérest te ucbody élse but thé people résiding
in thé tewn or village wheré they are published.
Take any cf thé monthly journals devoted to rural
latereeta, including MASSEY'S . ILLUSTSdATED, and
compare them with thé genérality cf weekly néws-
papers, and se which ie thé bétter educator and
wlmich le entitled te any privilèges front thé Postal
Départment. Now, farinera, ail we want ie fair
play, and we caîl upon you-uet in our intérésts,
mmnd, but i your own-to risé up iu yenr might
and kill thie moat iniquiteus measure. Time la
precieus.

(Owing te a press cf iatter we are compclled te hold over
or thlhd article on "Simple Studiés on Intéreeting Subjéct8'

tWl our next issue.]


