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THE CITY's DANGER. ,
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scheme will be decided upon and set about 1
“It is amusing,” rays Dr. Cammiff;let us
say rather it is amazing, “how quietly we
take all this”. -The ‘‘Queen City " of On-
tario bas been suppoeed to have some well-
deserved reputation for enterprise and busi-
ness sazac ty. But if her citizens sit down
and fold their hands in the faze of an ever-
present danger such a3 this; if they awalt
the visitation of some terrible calamity t»>
goad them into action, when itis a'l oo
late to ward off the evil which may come
at any time a3 the result of causes which it
was3 aad is quits within their power to ro-
move ; if, which is practically the same
thing, they are contont t> throw the res-
ponsibility upon a Mayor and Council
which have not hitherto risen to the de-
mands of the occasion, let them a‘ oncs re-
nounce all claim to intelligence or energy
befitting the time and the country.

The problem seems simple enough,
viewed apart from the abortive attempts
which have been made to sclve it. Here is
the City with its many tens of thousands
of well-to-do inhabitants. There is Lake
Ontario almosat at its doors, with a suffi-
ciency of pure water to supply half a-dozen
worlds like this, to be had for the taking.
Bat, forsooth, those waters are separated
from us by a narrow branch or harbour
which the City has deliberately defiled with
its sewage. How to get the pure water
from beyond the bay, and how to restore
the bay to its original purity} These are
the two things to be done. The Ilatter
seems simple enough, though undoubtedly
expensive. We must stop pouring the
sewage into the bay, and in order to do this
must provide for disposing of it otherwise,
The long-talked of trunk seweris admittedly
the solution of this branch of the problem.
If this be 8o, it becomes a matter of abso-
lute necessity and in such a case the ques-
tion of cost should not deter. That is to
say, the work should be planned and begun
with the least possible delay and pushed to
completion just as fast as the money can be
found for saving the City from danger, dis-
grace and " positive sin against nature and
science.

But evidently the citizens cannot wait
for pure water until the great sewer has
been built and the bay has had time to do
its work of self-purification, with the help
of the powerful dredges which should be set
to work as soon as the ice disappears. It is
not for us to say what plan should be
adopted in the meantime for bringing the
pure water into the city, otherwise than
through the bay. Many are of opinion
that the scheme mentioned by Dr, Canniff is
the most feasible, that, viz., of transferring
the intake to s point off Scarboro Heights,
where the water is said to be at its purest.
The City engineer could no doubt soon per-
foct o plan for bringing it from a reservoir
on the heights into the City, and estimate
the cost. Some object that as the outlet of
the t_runk sewer, when built, must be some
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where in that direction, that source of
supply would be, in its turn, befouled. A
transfer back to the old spot would then be
in order, Or there may be some better
method. That is the matter for the engi-
neers and sanitarians. Whatever mode is
adopted, it is certain to be expensive. But,
83 the ancient dramatist taught, * Nothing
is stronger than necessity.” And necessity
knows nothing of economy. Rather her
law is the truest economy, if intelligently
and voluntarily observed.

What is just now needed is that the
public opinion of the city should be tho-
roughly nroused to see and face the danger.
Now, when Spring is at the door, is the
time to move. Could not an assemblage of
citizens be got together, intelligent and
earnest and powerful enough to compel the
Council to move, and to give not only mo-
mentum, but to a certain extent, direction
to its movement ¥ :

THE CANADIAN TARIFF.

At this time when considerable discus-
sion is going on regarding the fiscal pol-
iey of Canada, and in comparing it with
the fiscal policy .of Great Britain, it is
well to go back to the time when Great
Britain adopted a free trade policy, nand
to consider the circumstances under which
she renounced protective principles, and
the teaching of the apostles of Free Trade;
and how the trade of Great Britain is now
affected by her fiscal poliey.

During the time of the agitation for
I'ree Trade by Cobden, Bright and others,
one of their stock arguments was that all
the world would soon be converted to Free

~ Trade by secing the advantages and bene-

fits conferred upon the people of Great
Britain by the operation of that system
of political economy. But the civilized na-
tions have not adopted Free Trade and
the more they are clvilized the higher I8
the tariff. And, in spite of all the litera-
ture and arguments of the Cobden Club
and the teachings of professors of politieal
economy, protection is continually ex-
tending its influence. Although much has
been said and written, especially of late,
on both sides ol the subject yet no one
appears to have attempted to show why
other nations did not accept the teachings
of Cobden and Bright, and following the
example of Britain throw open their mar-
kets to the world and derive all the ad-
vantages of buying in the cheapest and
selling in the dearest market.

In order to understand this subject pro-
perly, and mark the development and ev-
olution of trade we must go back about
50 years to when the first railway was
started. All trade and commerce before
that time had been restricted to water
carriage, the trade of all eountries was
mostly limited to rivers, canals, and the
coast 1ina ; the land carriage—all products
being by horses and waggons in most
eivilized countries with good roads—was
very expensive. Consequently the interior
trade of all countries was very limited
and their resources remained undeveloped ;
the people were contented with few manu-
factured goods and those were home made
by manual labour. The domestic trade
was much greater in Britain in propor-




