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entails falsity to one's own highest ideal, brings bonds and misery-bonds .of
iron and steel unrelentingly compressing the waist, railing in the nether limbs,
and binding the feet in leathern bonds.

A woman's clothing is part of herseif if she permit her real nature to develop
itself in it. She can be true to herseif in dress. She cati follow out bier own
ideal, in a greater or lesser degree, according to the materials she can afford to
procure-stili always in sorne degree. In so doing she will feel that sense Of
calm dignity, which is one of the greatest charms of woman, suifuse ber spirit
as she realizes that nothing that appears externally belies or belittles ber real
nature. Lt is of course wrong to do right thus from selfish motives, even were
it possilble ; stili it is none the less a fact that in doing right there will corne a
great gain. ______________

AN ESSAY ON PARENTS.
13V AN OU) Boy.

We on this side of the Atlantic have been often he]d open to blarne in
that we too much relax the bonds of filial duty and filial obedience. There
rnay be-there probably is-somie foundation for the accusation. If so, the
cause is to bie found part>' in this, that less restrained b>' custom than the
inhabitants of older countries we are more free to try experiments with our
children in the hope of elevating the race by developing their best qualities
instead of repressing foreib>' thcir worst. Vet there are man>' exceptions even
on this continent. 'l'le average action of ouir p)eople in this direction is not
reall' niuch, if any, in advance of the motberland.

If it be truc that the genuine divine comnmand wvbich is enfolded within
tlic outward expression of the fifth comtmandment-Il lonour thy father and
thy nother," &,c.,-is a1 coninand to honour alone our Heaveni>' Father, then
it is open to doubt if that is thie kind of honour which we p)arents here or eIsc-
wherc strive to infuse into our children. Yct the words of our Lord flinmself
would certaini>' sero to inipl>' exactl>' snch a nîeaning as inherent in the fifth
mmnmandrnent, for 1lec says "Caîl no man father upon earth, for Oite is vour
Fat'er Who is in beaven." l is words, be it remiembercd, ''are spirit andl are
life."1

Suli!nose a youth to be curscd witbi a father xvho lias broken tbrough ever>'
law of natture, and dehasu<l and lowered alike bis l)hysical andl mental beîng 1)>
continuiaI e-4cesses-tlîc question arises, is sncb a miali's soli to bionour, ohev
and follow tÉe example and guidance of thal father, or is lie to bonout and
obe>' the Heavonly 'ailier ? It nia>' be inucb casier for bini, with tbc tainit of
the derived hereditary cvils of blis parenitage :rli'.e and glowing witbini ii-
imniensel>' casier--to honour and obe>' bis cartbily failier, but is it therefore
rîgbit ?

The tendenry of sucli vicw,%s is, of course, to upset ail trarlitionar>'
obediencc to parents as Iby' social or legal laws estal)lishied, and to substitutc
for these the law of obedience'tc (hod alune-to tic bighest and best concep-
tions of goodness and truth witlî wbich lie inifilîs our will-life and exectutive
faculties. These wc must exercise regar(iless altogether of fathers or brcthrenl
of mankind, regairdcutl onl>' of righteousness-of that right-doing whiclî is tbe
product of love to others, seeking theii- highest good, not our own case or peace
or comifort. it is to be feared t is still truc that to act b>' these laws of God is
to bring "lnot peace on earth, t'îit a swb rd "-a confiict of truth with falsit>'
even on the lower plane of sensuai natural life.

If. however, this be the true law-and what Christian can doubt it il -
Christian parents must, in dealing with their children,; put their own selfishness
and self-hood entirel>' aside, permit the fullest liberty to their children, not
saving them from the naitural i)unisaments of sin Ànd transgression, which are
inwoven with the operation of natural laws, by, substituting their own self-
derived code of laws and punishrnents instead. WVarning their cbildren of
consequences they must stili Icave themn in freedomi to transgress and suifer, or
to refrain and enjo>', ever surrounding them io with the love that is in their
hearts towards them, that even in the deepest misery, from excess or transgres-
sion, the>' shall turn to them for conifort, help and guidance in their distress.

Is it cruel kindness not personally tc punish them for wrong doing, and
se save them if possible from Naturels sttrner punishmen ts ? It seems so, but
it is not. It is onl>' an appearance ; for this samne personal mile and infliction
of arbitrar>' penalties-penalties not inherent in the very nature of the wrong
action itself-does partake more or less, consciously or unconsciouisly, of re-
venge, and stirs up open or concealed rebeliion and hatred, which no punish-
ment can subdue inward/y, however mnuch it ma>' subdue outwardly. Lt
creates, or at least draws forth, the evii nature. It sows the seeds of tyrannyand oppression with the firni dawnings of power. See a child whip its doîl orbit out savagel>' at the chair or table wbose hard surface bas hurt it, and thensa>', ye parents, frooe whomn it has Iearned those feelings of anger or malice-
this longing to mete insult with insuit, evil with cvii, burt with hurt. To giveour children ne guidancee no warning, no help, would indeed he cruel; but, to
superadd out pmronal vengeance to the just operation of the laws of Cod,
wbich are the larm ofNaue side rsmtoscrlnjt ndp-ductive of eviL taue side rsmtos reujsadpo

Now, our knowledge of the name or character of God our Heaven>'
Father bas the closest possible relation to our knowledgc of wbat we ought to
be as fatbers to our cbildren. And it is sirnply because men have formed for
theinselves a conception of the Fatberhood of God but littie, if any, above their
own practice, so perverting His Divine Love and Wisdomn into the self-love of'
their own affection and knowledge, that their treatment of their cbildren bas
hîtherto been so hamsh, unjust, and themefore 50 unloving as te perpetuate much
of their own evil and so binder the progress of the race. It is fashionable te
abuse Calvinism, and to la>' te the charge of that systemn of doctrine with its -
Divine wrath against sin, its rewards and punisbments, and its resistance on
the ight of the Divine Being to choose the elcct as He might will, and to con-
demn for ever the sinftil and the non-elect that the>' might be to others
Imonuments of His wratb," and (so-called) justice. It bas been usual to con-

denin Calvinism as a system for producing a similar stern, unyielding, revenge
fuI and cruel justice, a sense of injured dignit>' asserting its rigbt te reign in the
famil>' and the State-but it is uinjust to do so. *It is more just to blame thepeople wbo bad so perverted their ]ives; had so forgotten God's law of love toothers-as to turn their affections from love of others to love of self, self-ruleand stern dignît>' and supremacy as to be capable of receiving into their mindsand bearts sntcb a conception of their Hleavenly Father as Calvin presents toýtbem. Lt is flot to be doubted that Calvinism was an improvement on thelaxit>' of morals previotnsl>' prevailing, which it somewbat restrained, at leastfrom breaking out into open act. In the state or condition in wbicb men thenwere the>' could onl>' discern the outward appearance of the tmutb about God..B>' thieir nature the>' bad unfitted tbemselves to perceive the rea/ity that IIGodis Love." Hence men ruled their families and bretbren as the>' conccived Godrulcd them, and in as far as the>' did se from bonest conviction did goodservice. Alas! that the>' should have fallen so low as to serve I-im s0 feeblywith sncb dread mesuits to mnan>' a suffering soul wvbose life was tbereb>' renderedail miser>', agon>' and oppression, till at length on enteming the other world hefoutnd the Ligbt and Libert>' and Love in God for wbicb be bad longed.

Býut Calvinism is past and dead, tbank God ; and He bas mevealcd Himself
b>' lus second coining in the spiritual meaning of Scmiptime now sbining throiigh
the clouds of the latter into the minds of men ever>'wbeme, of ail creeds, of ailnations. Lt is bigh time to awake out of sieep, to sbake off the remainingfetters of a dcad past, and recognizing God in His Divine Humanit>', let us.like Him Il suffer littie cbildren to corne unto Him and forbid tbem not." Letlis tr>' b>' I-is liellp to manifest to them the Fatherbood of God iin an imitation,boîvever feeble, <)f that reasoning. ever present love whiclb He displa>'ed whenîle walkcd on eartbi among uis i-is chiidrcn. Let uis witb IIirn oppose ;vmathwi'tli Love, hiardness witb gentlencss, unal)le and unwilling as Hie 'vas to spareaur-ciir', b>' unwise affection, a single pain whlich the>' bring on theniselves
b>' the transgressioni of natural or spirittial laws ; >'et, siiffeming with and fortheni an(l ever rca(l> to ieil), succour, sustain, and lead tbem to goodness.
Wc necd to add no Il corporal punishmcnt "-no terrors of personal revenge-
if we ]eave the laws of Nature, svbich arc the laws of God implanted b>' Himwith infinite wisclom in their very being and constitution, free to act upon tbcm,and do not tr>' to rn/orce salvation from self-love, wi1Cb is seif-conceit and self-confidence and l)ractical unbelief in the wisdorn and beneficence of "4Ouri'athcr, who is in 1Ieaveni." It is simp>' riglit, in ail bumilit>' for Ive fathers toplace ourselves alongside of our cbiidren, as cbildren too of one Father, thatwve ma>' be mutual>' beipfuil to each other in conquering and subduing ourevils ; but it takes some humilit>' to do it, for grown men do flot like to becomeas little cbildren, especiall>' before their own children. It olig/ît to be so donchowever. To do otbcmwise, to appeal to personai authorit>' and fear of-vengeance ambitrarily infljcted is to foster in our cbiîdren the weakness of acharacter deprived of the lessons of experience, sweet or bitter, whicb an aillwise God bas provided ; and, besides, sncb conduct brings to maturit>' the cviidesires for revenge and crueit>' whicb spming into beîng in response to crueltyinflicted.

Sncb pure and higb-nîinded men as Herbert Spencer, wbo do not >'et .calithemselves Christians, shame we who do b>' tbe gentleness and truth of theirtcacbing. Herbert Spencer dlaims entire immunit>' from the exercise of bruteforce for women, and for cbildren, fuîll liberty of action for both, and an absoluterespect b>' law for their personai rigbts. In 50 far at least be bas caught thespirit of our Lord God and Saviour. Alread>' societies for the prevention ofcrucît>' to cbildmen bave been formcd -both in Great Britaîn and the UnitedStates. Heme we bave societies for the prevention of cruelty te animas, butnone for chi/dren. Have animais rigbts and cbildren none ? E-re long tbe useof the slave-drivem's wbip to animaIs even will be discontinued and probibited,for animaIs can be tmained te usefulness more effectivel>' b>' love and kindnessthan b>' force-can be led, flot driven. Vet a mecent scbooî case in Torontobias brougbt to ligbt the fact that the power of corporal punishment is permnittedto maie teachers in our public scbools, and ia>' be exemcised b>' tbem on girls 1Wbat tbink Yeou, men, of the man wbo is coward enougb te use it ? Wbattbink >'ou, womnen, of the women wbo remnain sulent and suifer ht because it isnot their cbild who is treated thus like a brute b>' one regardless of thosedawnings of wornan>' self-respect wbicb he thus dames te crush in the bud e
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