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" A groat stir is still being made in Canadian
politics. Of late there has developed an intense
ropublican spirit, which scoms destined to
soparalo Canada from Mother England; but
there is a great differonce of opinion in respoct
to total indopendence and annexation to the
United States. In cither caso, the feoling en-
tertained is a happy one for tho Dominion,
Not to be frce where all is freedom has much
retarded her growth ; and, annexed or indepen-
dont, her fine resources will have a much more
probable chance of dovelopmont than in her
present situation.

The world is full of irreligious books, and so
many and great are the reasons for shunning
ihem that no exhortation is necessary. When
wo consider those who havo lost all trust in
God wo cannot but feel a mingling of pity and
scorn. Wo pity them, bocause they throw away
their chance of happiness ; wo scorn thom for
denying tho Author of their existenco. The
lives and deaths of such men teach us a valua-
ble lesson,—that we should avoid the path by
which they came to their unbelief; and sinco
unworthy boolks is o greal propagator of
irreligion we should zealously shun them. I
is an onsy malter Lo avoid works whose mission
isproclaimed ; but when the snares are laid in
books in which they arc not expected Lo bo found
a most diligent oye must be kept upon our
roading, Words thoughtlessly inditod often
lead 1o gravo consequences, and in order to
presorve ourvselves from the danger of these

pernicious results the utmost caution should be
used to romove the cause from youthful minds,
often too precipitate in drawing conclusions.
The danger, of course, depends greatly upon

-the disposition of the reader ; but, no matter how

well-disposed a person may be, much and indis-
criminate reading of irreligious articles cannot
fail to bring about results more or less injurious
to the reader. Ingersollism may not bo the
ultimate effect, but the fuith in God may be so
much shakon as to render a person unhappy. -

There still' appears no great change in the
condition of Iroland. Evictions continne, and
families are left destitute of shelter, Coercive
moasures have failed in their offects, whilst the
Land Law has proved to be but the prelude to
added trouble and sufforing. It, by no means,
seems to bring forth the exact issue which Mr.
Gladstone had in view when he labored so zeal-
ously for-its passage; but oven he is not an
infallible solver of Lhe best means for ameliorat-
ing the condition of an oppressed people.
Ireland’s hopes are not, howerver, entively dim-
med ; and, as a single star so long ago guided
the Magi to the crib of the Redeomeor, so may
tha star of Ireland’'s faith in her priests, still
bright and growing brighter, gain for her the
reward of all hor sufferings, in & return of her
former honor and plenty. The fow cases in
which reductions have beon made, open out to
us a new scene in the tragedy of tho ¢ Island
Queen.,” Tho landlords claim that they are
now reduced to an income (0o small to support
the splendor to which they have become aceus-
tomed; but they will, no doubt, be amply
compensalod by the sympathy of their English
brothers, who find in them more fitling objects
of pity than thoy found in the starving chil-
dron of a persecuted raco.

In ovory University and College of any note
whatever we find institutions whose chicf uim
is the furtherance of intellectual development
amongst the students. That the object of their
formation is generally achicved romains plainly
cvident from tho fact that a great, and some-
times surprising, improvement is made by
cvery one of their members. Of all these
institutions, however, tho Debating Society
holds the first place, and cannot be too highly
appreciated ; for nono other is moro fruitful of
good offects, nor in any other is our time more
profitably speat ; yot, aftor careful observation, it



