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short articles on Periodicals, New Publications,. Art,
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the day, Notes of' the local items of the Colleec, aise,
Persenals relative to the wvlercabouts and business of
the Aliiini. Sttudemîts, parente and graduates are
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por'teof- SPErCTÂTOîL.-
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SAll communications mnuet be addressed- to TEE
SPECTATroa. St. Lanrent Col lege, Montreal.

(Subscribers wlo do nlot receive their paliers regularly
wîil please notify Tac SPECVÂTÔR>)

We return our sincere thanka to Mr. James Fee N.Y. for
tho mark of approbatioa whieb ho so kindly sent te us.

A great stir i8 still being mnade in Canadian
poli tics. 0f lato thero has developed an intense
ropublican spirit, which toms destined te
separato Cainada t'romi Mol ber England; but
there le a great differonce of opinion' in respoct
to total indopondoace and annexatien te the
United States, In cither case, the feeling en-
teitainod is a happy one for tho Dominio 'n.
Not te bo fi-ce Nvbocro ai is froodoni lias niuch
rotanrdeci lier gtowtli ; and, annexed orinidepon-
dont, lier fine reoeurces %vill have a rnuch mlore
probable chance of' devolopmoneit. titin lier
present situation.

The wvorld i full of irreligious books, and se
maany aud gîtait are the reasons for shuiining
theni that ne exhotation is ncesry Whcn
%v'e coniditor thoso wvho liavo losI, aIl trust in
God wve cautiot, but Iibol a ingiling eof pity and
scora. Wre )it.y theni, bocause,4 they tbrow away
their chance of hiapýpinose ; e scorn thim for
(Ienying ilie Autlîor eof their existenlce. The
lives and doaLtbs of stich moen teach us a v'alta-
bIc lessen,-that '%%' 81hould avoid th path by
whlich tbey carne te, thieir iiibelief; and silice
unworthy books is a great, propiagator eof
irrelig ' on 'vo sliould zcalously shan tlicem. 1<,
le an easy mntter te av'oid %vorks whoso mnission
le piroclainmcd ; but w~lien tho snares are laidI lui
books l,%%,Ilîicl tîe'y are net expected te bli found
a nmost diligent oye inust bc kcept utpoii ou*
readtci nIg. Wo'rds tb)otiilitlessly indited ofton
lend. to grave conseqiencoq, anîd in order te
pr-escirvo ourselves frein tue danger eof Lthse

pernicieus rosuits the utmost caution shoulci be
used te* romove the cause frora youth fut minds,
et'ten tee proci)itte ln drawin g coîiclusionc.
The. danger, ' coûrise, depends greatly upen
the disposition of tbe reader; but, ne matter lîow
%welI-disposed a pet-son may bc, mutch and indis-
crininate reading of irreligieus articles cannot
l'ail Le bring about resuits more or less injurlous
te the reader. IngersoWlsn may net. be the
ultimnate effeet, but the faitb in God rnay be so
mnuch saklon as te render a person unlîappy.;

There stili' appears ne great change in the
condition eof Ireland. Evictions continne, and
famnilies are Ieft destitute of sholter. Coereiv4
rmaures htave fiailed. in their effeets, whilet the
Land Law lias proved te be but the prelude te
added trouble and sufforing. It, by ne means,
seeme to bring fortla the exact issue which Mr.*
Gladstone liad in viewv wbea lie lahored so, zeal-
ously for-its passage; but evea he is net an
infallible selver eo' the best mneans for anielierat-
ing the condition of an opprossed. people1.
Iroland's hepes are net, hoewever, entirely din-
med ; and, as a single star se long ago guided
the Magi te tbe crib eof the Redeomer, se may
th3 star of .[reland's faith in ber prieste, stl
briglit and greoving brighter, gain for hzr the
rewvard of ail lier sufferîngS, in a rettirn eof ber
fermer bonor and plenty. The fow cases in
whiclî reductions bave beon made, open eut te,
us a niev scorie in the tragecly et' the IlIsland
Quen." Tho landierds dlaim that tbey are
now rednccd te an incomne tee emall te, support
tbe spiendor te Nvhieli they bave bocon-o a *cous-
toicd ; but tbicy will, ne doubt, be nimply
conipensatedby tbe synîpýaLby cf their Englislî
brotherq, who find la tbomn more fitting objects
etf pity than they founi liu tho starving chl-
dron *of a p)eirsctted r'ace.

In overy3 University and Cellege et' aiîy note
îvlîtov'er %%, find institlutions w'hose obief ai
is Clho furtlîeraîîe cf intolîctual deveoepuiient
ameugitst the studea ts. That tbe object of' their
formationi is geuîorally aeiiieved romains ])lainly
evîdent frei te fact thait a gpreat, and seme.c
limeos M11'rprisi ng, impni l)i''enlt; is mande by
every eue et' thecir mcînilberý!. 0f ail these
inîstitutions, IINOwVci', tbe Debatilng Socicty
helds ilie firist place, and caniiet bc tee highly
apprec-ited, lbr neiîe ethot' is meî'e frilftul cf
geo( loetq, noi' in aîiy ethot' is cair tinie miore
profitably spent; yot,:tfttt'careful observation, it


