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self, they and the teamsters being armed
and old prairic hands.
Ay warrative ended in the last number
at ‘the point when my small Army was
the alfair at Fsih
terrible night, blowing
and we had great dif-
Posting the
piquets wis no very casy work cither, ow-
ing to the numerous colees and bluffls.
scattered about.

However,
managed i satisfactorily.

about to camp after
Cl‘(.‘\‘k'.

ond snowing hard,

It was @

ficuity in pitching onr camp.

with Melwund's assistunce, d
Bosides  the
piquets—iour in numbor—we had as usual
o smadl pariy ol srouts, mounted, patrol-
Melgund
outposts tozether after
aml found

nn";: round the camp ever hour.
and [ visited the
midnizht, them all very alert.
23th hroke very fair
The wouuded were all doing well, includ-
nw the awputiation casey, of which unfor-
lmmul\. there several The
dead were buried ecarly in the day, I ny-
0f  reading  the gervice, no clergyviman
having joinesd us up 1o that

The mornine of  the

were

I was
in the course of
arrival at Batile-
and  that he had

This good news,
comhined with the arrvival in camp of a
small herd of the cuemy’s cattle which
hadd been ““ rounded up** by «ome of Ded-
son's men and the

time.
much relio ved by hearing,
that day. of Otter’s safs
jord without fizhtine,

Touad all its people safe.

American war corres-
assisted the officers aund
mysell in dispelling w slight gloom which
had overcast the camp since our engage-
ment, principally owing to the sudden
1oss of some of their comrades, o contin-
geney of war ‘wlich liad been brought
home somewhat unexpectedly to my un-
tried citizen soldicrs. 1 now determined
tu re-unite my force amd attack Batoche
on the castern side of the river, and gave
orders accordingly.  Melguud had never
liked wmy plau of dividing the force which
though I believe it, us regards the cnewy,
to have been a gould one—I now saw wi
more  suitable Tor a foree of regular
troops than for a body of periectly un-
tricd and almost untrained militia, how-
ever willing and plucky they might be.
Once having decided on re-crossing the
left column, Melgund sct to work at it
with & will, arsisted Ly Capt Uaig, and
At was gafely acvouylisied in two days’
Melgund re-ussutued his position as chiel
of the staif, und that night when visitiong
the outpusts he was requeste | by an amia-
ble sentry to ‘“ throw up his hauds ”’ nad
say who he was.  On his doing the latter,
he was told to advance and show him-
self.  The wentry, with rifle at * the
ready,” looked him over, aud turning his
head «aid in a whisper, ““ All
right, Bill, 1t ap-
peared “Bill " was lying down, close by,
ready to fire if his comrade missed. Mel-
gund ‘mentioned thut that was pot the
usuul way to receive grand rounds, and
passed on.  About 2 o’clock in the morn-
ing the camp was aroused by three or
four shots fired from the right piquet. I
was soon out and mounted, and with Me!-
gund and two or three scouts galloped
atl to the apob. The s cugbries doclared
that they had fired at two mounted men
who would not answer their challenge
Aftcr patrolling all round and secing no-
body, we returned to camp and turued
the force in. Next morningwe found the

pondent, greatiy

hoitrse

t's only a orfiicer.,”

sentries were quite right. A man who
was in charge ol o train having lost his
way, had Lalted his waggons and ridden
offl with onc of his men to try and find
the trail.  When challenged, not feeiing
sure -it was our camp, he did not naswer,
and when fired at they turned and bolted,
spending the rest of the night most un-
comiortably in a small coolece. Thid
alarm rouséd one of Boulton’s men who
had been very badly wounded, and was
in fact The poor [fellow rose
and, ealling for bis bhorvse and riile, fell
back dead. T vieited the scene of our late
fight, and after examining the locality
I felt thankful that my scouts had been
&0 ndvanced and extended as to have cauns-
¢d the enemy to disclose themslves prem-
nturely, for had they allowed our main
hody to get well into the ravine hefore
opening fire on ws, I fear greatly that
with my raw troops the consequences
mizht have been most disatrous.  And
that this was their inteution we after-
wards learnt by a report from Gabriel
Dumont, found among Riel’s papers cap-
tured at Ratoche.

The rifle-pits were cleverly construct-
ed, and so &itnated that their defendors
were quite covere:d from our fire, hoth
ritie and cannon.  We found our two
dead untouched. and had them carvied
back to camp. We aleo found one Indian
iving dead, hall in and half out of one of
the pits, and another lying a little in
hesides the ore slhot at the com-
mencement of the affair; also filty-five
dead horses and pounies.  The Rev, W,
Gordon joined us here as chapinin vo Zhe
00

We remained encamped at Fish Creek
waiting for the arvrvival of the steawmer
Northcote with supplies and a few men,
which dught soon to arrivey T was the
more anxious for the avrival of the
«teamer us I wanted it to convey the
wounded to Saskatoon., a small settle-
mwent some 17 miles up the river, the in-
habitants of which had kindly and
thoughtiully offere:d their houses and ser-
vices for them. I utilised this unwished
for halt by practisinug the men at [ield
drill, ekivrmishing, advancing and retiring
&e., and reconnoitering daily towards
Batoche. In these recounaissances only
onee did we come across any of the cnemy;
n party of them were in a house near
the river xome five miles from our camp.
Their outlying scout caught sgiht of us
and gave the alarm. They rushed out
and gatloped off with such a start that
it was uscless our following.  Their (in-
ner. consisting of chunks of under-done
heef. which they had evidently just begun,
«crved to allny the appetites of some of
our scouts who were hungry and not too
particulav.  Though we did not ce much
of the enemy in our reconnaissances, we
ofter snw their cattie, horses, ponies, and
sometimes fowls, and always brought
~ome of them back with us; and we must
on these ocenegiong, have looked like “moss-
" of old, returning from n
The ceatlie were converted into ratious
for the men, the horses and ponies handed
over to the mounted corps, and the fowle
seut to the lospitals for the wounded.
The end of April drew near, and there
were no signs of the steamer; 8o acting
on the advice of Brigade Surgoon Orton,

dying.

irunl,

troopers raid,

I ordered some waggous to be made
ready to carry the wounded to Sasketoom.
This order was most admirably carried
out by Captain Bedson, who had the hides
of the captured cattle dressed and then
fastened up hammock fashion, but stretch-
ed tight in each waggon. A light frame-
work of willow wands was added, over
which some strong canvas was fixed ; the
general result being a very Tair substit-
ute for an ambulance. On the 1st of May
I received information that, owing to
the lowness of the water, the steamer
could not arrvive for four or five days, so
I sent off the wounded in the improvised
ambulances, under the care of Drs. Orton,
Rolston, Moore, and Willoughby—the lat-
ter being o resident of Saskntoon, who
had come into camp, and Lad been of great
scrvice.  Doulton and his scouts formed
the escort. I may state here that this
convoy arrived rafely at Saskatoon, the
waggon ambulances proving a perfect suc-
cess.  The wounded had borne their long
journey of forty miles wéll, and were
handed over to Surgeon Major Douglas,
who had paddled aloue in a canoe from
the Landing, a distance of about 200
miles.  Brigade Surgeon Orton and the
other edical man returned at once to
Fish Creek.  The uext day Deputy Sur-
geon General Roddick arrvived there, and
took over medical chavge, baving brought
with him an adwirable stuff and wedical
outfit. Dr. Roddick, who had been in
our regular Army, proved to be a most
skilful, energetic officer. Under his care
all the wounded recovered, except two
who were mortally hurt. He was ably
assisted by his staff, and an excellent
nurse, who was as skilful aé she was kind
and pleasant.  Nurse Miller, ns she was
called, was eimply adored by all her pa-
ticuts,  After sending off the wouuded,
I despatched Dedson up the river with
lifty empty waggons to meet the steamer
and lighten hier of «ome of her cargo.
The Tollowing is a rough return of the
troops at my disposal in the Novth-West-
ern Terrvitories, and where they were on
or about the 2nd of May, in addition to
Otter's and my own column, whose com-

position and numbers bave laready been
given. o

Major Geneeal Strange’s command. At
and about Caigary and Edmonton :—

“Streugth.
Winnipeg Leht Tnfautry Battaliion,

I.t. Col. Osborne Smith, C.M.G. - 336
Oth dattaiion  (French Canadian,

ranised for the occasion) Lt. Col.

Amyot, M.P. - - - - - - 250
Gth Battalion (French Canadian),

Lt. Col. Ouimet, M.P. - - - - 340
Stewart's Rangevs  (raised for the

occasion), Major Stewart - - - 50
Mounted Police., Major Stecle - - 67
Swift Current—

7th Dattalion Fumllors, Lt. Col. W.
Wiiliamse - - - - - - 360
Ialifax Pravisional Bnttullon, Lt.

Col. Bremner - -« - 360
Midland Provisional Buttalion,

Lt. Col. A. Willinms, M. P. - 340

Land Burveyoi’s Scouts (raised for

the oeccasion) apCt. Dennie - - - [0
Qu*Appelle (Troy).—

91«t Battalion (mewly raised), Lt.

Col, Scott, M. P, - - - - . 952
Fort Qu'Appele.—

York and Simecoe Provisional Ratt-
alion. Lt. Col. O'Brien, M. P. - - 360

Touchwood.—
Cavalry 8chool Troop, Lt Col F.
Tuenbuall - - - - 40



