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"DEAR SiR,-WVith reference 10 your enquiry about rny extra pay wbile*onà t*
aI the station, I have to say that I practically receive double the pay, over and above*
ail allowances, when on ordinary pay. There are several precedents of this recogni-
tion by the Imperial authorities, that owing 10 the hi gh price of everytbing in the
province, sonie compensation should be made for the additional expenses, unavoidably
incurred b>' officers on duty. I think I arn correct in stating, jhat ail the officers of
the' Imperial service, who have visited Esqluimait on duty, have* inviriably been
granted extra pay."-
N4ow, sir, this is from an .Iinperiai officer who Was on duty'at Esquimaît
for a long tirne. I may l;tate that even the batiks agree that their officers
shoùld have more. Here is a letter fromn the.manager of the Bank of
British North Amerîca, in Victoria-

"IDEAR SIR,-In answer to your letter of the ist instant, I would inforrn you
that an ailowance pay, $5oo per annurn, is made to our clerks while serving the bank
in Victoria, to compensate themn for the additional cost*of living here, as conipared
sith Ontario and Quebec."

Now, when you take that mbt consideration, and also the fadt that the
post office *officîals who are in the pay of this Governmènî at. the present
lime in British Columbia, are. allowed, I thùik, 'iS ber cent, extra for
provisional allowances, and also takiri n m consideration the fact that
the Government have agreed bo give the gunners of "C C» battery an extra
25 per cent. advance on their wages-their wages reachingîthe.enormous
sum of 5o cents a day-I think that when you look at ail these facts,
you must agree that if it is necessary for the gunners' to have that in-
crease, it. must be fan more necessary for the officers 10 have an increase.
I may say that the officers find that the beavy expense of living is a
great hardship at the, present time, owing bo their not having proper
quarters. It must be remembered that they- are brought into contact
with officers in the Imperial service, and they have to keep up a certain
appearance; and I do not tbink any bion. gentleman in thîs Hbuse would'
for a moment expect an officer of Canada to behave otherwise, or live
differenlly, ftom any othen officer of any other country. 1 will not'take
the time of the bouse in stating what buildings I îhink are necessary to
be *put up by the Minister of Militia, because 1 believe that after hie has
nead the reports again bie will do wbat is ight. But I think he ought to
give the men what exactly they are enîiîled to, nothing more and nothing
less. I have asked him befone, I amn asking biru nov, and I shall con-
tinue to ask until hie either gives mue a very good reason why hie should
not give an extra allowance, or else yield t0 out reasonable request.

.. SIR ADOLPHE CARON-1 think the only difficulty between my hion.
friend and myseif is that lie fancies, possibly, that I niay take a little
more time than I should in carrying ouI my promises,- but it is certainly
my intention to carry out ail the promises I have made 10 theelhon, gen-
tleman. With reference t le 'barracks, il is* true that thé 'quarîens of
the baîîery aI present are flot What I should. like them to .be. - As the
hon. gentleman staîed, I went to Victoria and selected a site, andj. gave
o ders to commence building the buts. The estîmates which the Min-
ister of Public Works will bring down will show that I neyer considered
that whal had been done ivas ail that wve intended to do so fan as "C",
b.attery is concerned. «IThe lion. gentleman speaks of the expense of
living being fan greater in Victoria than in Ontario or Quebec. Weil,
thàt is an evil whîch is being cured with thé completion of the Canadian
Paciflc Railway, by means of which communication is easily had with
the east. The difference in the expenses are being Teduced every day.
I thîok il would be a very invidious distinction to mnake any difference
in the pay between the batteries in the Dominion of Canada. The
principle upon wbich ail the military forces are organized is that the
samie pay-shaîl be given to ail members of the force of equal grade. T1he
lion. gentleman states that we have made a difference in so iar as the
rank and file are concerned. We made this difference, that if they car-
ried out their terni of engagement for tbree years they should receive at
the end of the period a bonus. of i o cents per head in addition to the
ordinary payment, or 6o cents. At that limie il was considered an in-
ducement to gel soie memibers of the other batteries who enlisted in
I'C" battery, to go out -10 British Columbia. I was very glad indeed t0
s ee how well "C"' batîery was received by ail the members of our mili-
tary force in British Columbia. They %vere treated as conirades, and the
good feeling shown tbem bas increased ever since îhey have been serv-
ing witb the ordinary militia in British Columbia.' I think when the
plan which'is contemplated is carried out, the lion. gentleman wvill agree
that we desire to treal "IC" batterv in Victoria fully as well as any other
battery in Canada. 1 know very welI thal îhey have to put up wiîh very
many inconveniences, but the new barracks will be so perfect that 1
hope il will make them forget the little inconvenier.ces wvhich lhey bave
suffered. I am sure the hon, gentlemnan has shown a greal deal of in-
terest, lie bas sp9ken to me time and again about the malter, and I
îhinik he will find that whaî I have promised 10 do for "C" battery wili
be fully carnied out.

LT..COL. PRIOR-1'he Minister iiiisunderstood me when lie suppos-
ed that I said his promises had beett broken. 1 said that bis promises
were made to be broken-there is a great deal of difference. In regard
to the différence in the cosl of living, 1 nîay state thatal tlhough the hon.

gentleman says that the completion of.the Canadian' Pacific Railwa'y
brings downi the- prices, Mr. Smith, the Deputy Minister of Marine, told
me, after he had takenr a trip down the coast to San Francisco,- that he
had corne to the conclusion that Victoria was one of the dearest'places
to live iù on the whole Pacific coast. They are higher, and tbey will'
continue to be higher.

.. SIR ADOLPHE CARON-In regard to supplies, we find thattiieprices,
in the contracts for supplies in British Columbia are about the saine à>
ini other districts. I do not know whether the contractor was so anxious
to supply 11C» battery thàt lie reduced bis *prices, but the conttactsare
at about the same prices as in other districts.

MR. CHISHOLM-I endorse everything that bas been said byrmy
colleague ftom British Columbia (Mr. Prior), in regard to the bigher cost
of living in British Columbia. 1 desire to enquire wbether it is the in-
tention of the governiment to do thîs year somnething towards fortifying
tbe City of Vancouver, which is the terminus of the Canadiati Pacific
Raiiway and the. port of landing of the Chinese steamers.

SIR ADOLPHE CARON-I can only answer the hon. gentleman, as I
have already replied to another hon. gentleman, that the question of
defence is now being studied by a commission that bas been appointed,
.And the.governrnent of Canada and. the Imperiat government have been
in, communication in regard to the same question. I am n ot in a posi-
tion to give the hion, gentleman any further information at present.

Regimental News.

TIhe Corn'mandment of the Royal Sehool of Infantry with his per-
manent and atta "ched officers dined at Government House, Fredericton,
-on the i 5 th inst., and were received by His Honor Sir Leonard and
Lady Tiliey, and by their genial.classmnate, Lieut. 'illey of the Artillery.
His Honor very pleasingly referred to bis experience as a militia officer
under the former system, contrasting the difficulties then to be met and
overcome, with the advantages of the present day. The major of the
94th, when speaking for the attached officers and returning thanks for
ihe honor, did non forget to draw attention to the necessity for a short
course in this s-hool for ail officers of the Lowér Provinces who intend
to be useful in their battalions. H-e also spoke in very complimentary
ternis of the citizens of Fredericton for both hie and bis brother
officers had received frequent tokens of friendship and hospitality.

The Allaii Rifle Association.
The annual meeting of the Atlan Rifle Association was held Iast

Friday evening at the Clifton House. The secretary-treasurers report
being read was receîved and adopted, whicb showed the association with
enough funds on hand to start this season's shooting on à. solid basis,
white the outlook for membership promises to far exceed any previous

*yean. T he officers who have kindly accepted positions in the association
are men who take a deep interest in rifle shooting and are also workers
when there is anything to be done. l'he association has decided to
classify ail its mnembers as to their shooting qualities, which is hound to
give more satisfaction than making every man shoot in the one class.
The association ivili be glad to hear froni sister associations in reference
to telegraphic matches for the coming season ; ail communications
addressed to the secretary, 77 Coiborne street, wvill be promptly answered
and booked in rotation as received.

.The association w~ill stant practice. at an early date, when scores
w~il1 he duly published.

Following are the naines of officers for the season of 1889: Honor-
ary pres;dent, Lieut.-Col. Atlan; piesident, Capt. W. Geo. Mutton ;
vice-president, Mr. John F. Crean ; secretary-treasurer, Mr. G. M.
1 )onnelly; committee, Messrs. Win. Harp, A. D. Crooks and E. P. Mc-
Neil; auditor, Mn. John Knîfton.-

66th Pnineess Louise Fusiliert.
T1he officers of the Fusiliers held their annual 'meeting last week

and the following committees were appointed:
Regimental-Major Weston, Paymaster Spike and Lieut. Hale.
Band-Captains Kenny and Douil and Lieut. Ritchie.
I nvestigating-Captains Menger, Whitman and King.
Mess-Surgeon '1'obin, Captains Chipmian and Black and Lieut.

Ritchie.
Rile-Captains Brown, Chiprnan and Fishwick.
It was unaninîously agreed that the whiole of the officers' pay should

go into the regimental funds, and provision was made for the different
regimental services, including the band, and $175 towards the Regi-
mental Rifle Association.

Major Humphrey bas assurned command and is actively engaged
in re-ennolling the regiment.

Major Weston bas a class for instruction of the officers in the new
drill that meets eacb week, and the non. com. oficers are bcing drilled
two nights eacli wcek by the regimental instructor.
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