dering pleasure; it wasas i the unearthly deli-
cate elves, of whom the strains spoke, had them-
selves’ brought those strains out of their wild
echoing grottoes. But then-again the true-heart-
ed powerful voice of the singer restored her con-
fidence that the sound came from the breast of 2
man where beat a living heart.

And she was vight ; for as the song ended,
Thiodolf came, with a smile, out of the t%ncket
at the foot of the hill, bung the lute to which he
had sung on a tree, and went up to the maiden,
greeting her heartily. She greeted him gently
in return, and bade him sit on the grass beside
her; for his song about the elves had pleased
ber, and she would willingly bear more of those
wonderful beings whom he called ¢ the good peo-
ple.” He granted her wish so soon as il had
passed her fair lips, and told her much concerning
the elves—liow they were very httle;, but most
wise creatures, dwelling in beautiful habitations
beneath the earth—how, both by word and deed,
they belped those who were friendly to them,
sometimes even supplying them with household-
stuff and arms. but returning every insult with
much sharper and more painful insults.

 Shame !” said Malgherita ; © who could pro-
voke the Lindly little creatures? I would give
much to know for certain that they are always
around me here.” _

“ They certainly do not stir or move from
thes,” answered Thiodolf. ¢ They would be
very silly elves if they had not a special pleasure
in serving thee, for thou art very nearly the fair-
est maiden that ever trod the earth.”

Malgherita turned away with a confused blush,
plucking and platting some blades of grass.—
Then she asked, ¢ Have you, then, ever seen
these elves, Thiodolf 17

“ Yes, indeed.” answered he, ¢ whole troops of
the.n—only in wy dreams, thougk. But I have
heard themn singing, really and truly, when awake
—at times when I have been alone, by night 1n
distant woods ; and T am much wistaken if they
have not often helped me in my fishing and hunt-
inn_.?7

St Greet the good people from me,” said Mal-
gherita, smiling,  whenever you meet them again,
either sleeping or waking ; they please me mucll..”

« That tuae to which I just now sang my lit-
tle soug,” said Thiodolf, *we eall, after them,
the good people’s tune. But it commonly sounds
freer, and runs to the ends of the lines much
more boldly aud simply.  This time your Pro-
venzal song, which fowed so softly over your
lips, put @ graver measure m my head; and the
go)d people’s tuge was altered to that.” .

He stopped short, and looked at Malgherita,
as if wondering and inquirmg. And when she
asked the reason, lie answered: I am only
thinking whether thou art not thyself a bright
child of the good people, who, after their cus-
tom, art making sport of me. Thou mayst bave
risen out of the sea with thy lover. Men tell
many a tale of elves where the same thing hap-
pened.”

“Tt may be'!” said Malgherita; and a_shade
of saduess passed over her fair face. «Truly I
did risa froui the sea with my lover ; bul heis no
unearthly elf; and still less was our terrihle com-
ing out of the seaa jest. ‘We are two poor
shipwracked beings, and Ta frightened wander-
ing dove.” '

“QOunly be happy,” said Thiodolf; #“T have
many sports for thee in my mind, and one espe-
cially, which will make thee think that thou art
agaun in the midst of thy south country. But'T
must wait for the opportunity.”’

Malgherita smiled gratefully, and went back
with him to the house, where the old people and
Pietro were already sitting at the door. Thio-
dolf repeated with great joy that he had now in-
decd promised somsthing to the maiden which
pleased ber, and it would certainly come to pass
even better than she expected.

CHAPTER V.

Since this time Thiodolf was but seldom, and
then unwillingly, away from Malgherita ; and she,
too, liked to aave beside her the true-hearted
kindly Icelander, who spread out before her a
whole treasure of beautiful, though sometimes
fearful, elfin stories. Now, as he almost always
called elves, after Icelandic fashion, the  dar-
lings,” and yet to please Malgherila strove to
speak in his broken southern dialect, it might
happen that words which could be misunderstood
feil upon Pietro’s ear, and for many days made
him become more and more grave and gloomy,
though Malgherita n her guileless irnocence re-
marked it not. Thiodolf, too, who meant well
to all men, pever had a thought that any one
could deem otherwise of him, or could therefore
wish him evil.

Then it happened one evening that the youth
spoke of the Iceland breed of falcons, and how
true they were to their own master, if he treated
ther kindly, so that only in death would they
part from him. .

¢ You speak of hounds, probably,” said Pietro ;
and be laughed scornfully. ¢ As concerns fal-
cons, you inust abate a good deal of what yousay.”

« I am no trafficker, so why should T abate of
their value?” said Thiodolf, good-humoredly.—
¢« And I was not speaking of hounds, but of fal-
cons. He must be a witless fellow who would
say one word and lets another escape his tongue.
But, as it seems so incredible, I will fetch my fa-
vorite falcon; you shall keep him in your cham-
ber ; and if he takes any food from your hand, I
will forfeit him to you. Then, after three days,

let him fly away; and he will follow me to the

fartbest end of the Island, where I will go this
very evening.” )

But Malghenita forbade the trial, saying that
it would be wrong in God’s sight to torment a
good faithful creature, only for the sake of prov-
ing which was right.

Thiodolf smiled joyfully at this, and said, in
his broken Provencal language, “ Tf the pretty
maiden wills it not, there is an end of the wager.
Tt is a very good thing that fair Malgherita is so
kind to the falcon ; his master thanks her for it;
and it is like of the good people to be so gra-
cious to the poor little creature.”

Malgherita nodded, agreeing to what he said,
and Pietro was silent ; but after a while, when
all the others were engaged in other talk, lre
softly touched Thiodolf’s shoulder, and whispered

in lusear, “I most speak to you alone. Let
none know of it.” :
and Thiodolf quickly followed him.

Pietro was standing m the court; but when
Thiodolf drew near to Inm, be silently went oo,
beckoning the youth to follow uatil they came to
a distant wood. There Pietro loosened from his
belt a battle-axe, which e bad taken out of th.e
armory of old Nefiolf, and always wore at his
side near his dagger, saying, “ Make ready, Thio-
dolf. 'We must fight together.”

« Praise be to Odin and all the gods of Wal-

halla,” cried the Icelander, ¢ that such a wise

thought has come into my head ! We two young
men have been too long gazing at each other idly
without trying our strength. Butlay aside the
battle-axe ; the thing is very sharp.”

< Does not, then, that long sword cut which
hangs at thy side 1 sai¢ Pietro, with a displeased
smile,

¢« 'Truly it cuts but too sharply,” answered
Thiodolf; * and therefore will T go and fetch
blunt weapons, wherewith we shall not hurt one
another in our trial of skill.”

¢ Blunt arms! trial of skill " cried Pietro;—
and s wild laugh rang through the [forest.—
% The strife about the falcon thou couldst indeed
forbid, O Malgherita ; but here the bloedy strife
shall be ended undisturbed : and one of us, if not

oth, must part with hfe in it.”’

“ Ay, is it so P said Thiodolf. # Wilt thou
indeed fight for life and death? Well, it is not
the first time I have so fought. Come on, thou
dear stranger knight.”

His sword was drawn, and he awaited what Pictro
would do. TheJknight had taken Lis dagger in his
right hand, and was brandishing it to sud fro, pre-
paring to fling it; so thatit could be seen he meant
to decide the combat by one mortal throw. Thio-
dolf looked sharpiy and steadily, now at Pietro’s
eye, now at his hand.

The small, glancing weapon flew, and Thiodolf’s
sword met it so firmly in its rapid course, that it
sprang up whirling in the air, and then dropt on onc
side amongst the bushes, Then the combatauats fell
upon each other with battle-ax and sword. Pietro
did not wield the ax with the strength und ease of a
northern warrior, but he moved more lightly and
dexterously ; so that Thiodolf saw himself attacked
now on this side, now on that. This gigantic Ice-
lander did not for that move from his place; his feet
remained as if rooted in the ground; and only his
long gleaming sword swallowed the strokes of the
rapid [talian ; so that it secined almost as if Pictro
were thandering the blows of Lis axupon a slight
enchanted tree, which wus defended on all sides by
strange lightnings.

The lightning defended him well, and Thiodolf
stood calm and unwounded; but the ax did not de-
feud so well, for the northern steel suddenly pierced
Pictro’s right arm; his weapon fell; in the vain en-
deavor to recover it his tfoot slipped, and he too fell
ts the ground. Thbiodolf stooped over him, and
placed the point of his sword at the breast of his
vauguished foe. ‘Dost thou yield?' asked he.—
And as Pietro was silent in angry shame, the harm-
less victor broke forth in & loud clear laugh.

Pictro’s anger roso; and he cried out, * Strike me
at ouce, thou churlish, scofing boor. Thou mayest
well laugh over the mad fute that hus let thee con-
quer a knight like me.” )

4 Nay,” answered Thiodolf; I do net laugh at
that—it seems guite natural. But it makes me merry
to think how many attempts thou madest to hew me
down, and at last they caused thee thyself to fall on
thy nose. Yes, yes; soitis, Who sprang upon his
prey and broke his own teeth ? that was the wolf in
the trap. For the rest,” added he more seriously,
“reviling does not become your condition, and yet
less one who thinks himself a pattern for courtecus
kpights. I may be & boor, for I often till the ground ;
but I am also the son of a hero and a prince. You
may ask all Iceland if it is not so. And that Iam
no charl ——.  See!”

With unlooked-for dexterity he bent over Pietro,
grasped him round the body, and plazed him on his
feet ; then smiled, and said, ‘ Couldst thou do this?
only try; I will lie down. But, indced, I am some-
what too heavy for thee”

Pietro stood before him, crim3on with shame ; and,
with 2 slight bend of his head, stretched out his
hand in token of reconciliation. Thiodolf shook it
violently, looked at Pietro's wound, which, being
trifling, Lie bound up quickly and without giving
pain, and then said : “ Now tell me, dear knight, why
did we let fly at each other so very seriously? 1
could not ask beforo the fight : for it is better to say
¢yes' at once to such invitations than to scek long
for the how or wherefore. But now the feast is end-
ed, may I know in whoze honor we bave entertained
each other ?”

Pietro seemed not yet to have recovered the power
of speech ; but it was a much gentler feeling that
now held him silent than his former vehement spite.
At length he said, in & low voice, * Ask me not to
tell thee, young hero. I was blinded by a great, be-
wildering error, which thy bright joyousness has
caased to fall from my eyes like scales.”

# T noticed something of the sort myself,” answer-
ed Thiodolf, * when in the midst of thy challenge
thou spakest of Malgherita. But, sir knight, as a

reasonable knight, how could such a thought come
across thee, even in thy dreams? Hearken, I will
confide something to thee; I am very fond of Mal-
gherita, and like to give her joy; but even had she
not been anotber’s bride, Tshould never have wooed
her.”

“ This excuse,” said Pietro, suddenly becoming
gloomy, * aimost forces me to ask anew frow thee a
bloody reckoning, znd on better grounds than be-
fore. Thou shalt not so speak of my lady.”

 Why not?” asked Thiodclf, laughing. I might
a3 well wooone of the elfin women as Malgherita.—

The little creature would be obliged well nigh to die- |-

‘ocate her neck if she would look into my eyes ; and
there would be no pleasure to me in kneeling before
her. She does very well for thee.”

Pietro could not but laugh; and Thiodolf, fetch-
ing some water from a near spring, washed the blood
from his friend’s garments, and most carefully con-
cealed the hurt. * Malgherita must know nothing
of this,” said he ; * for the delicate flower has quickly
pearly tears in her eyes; and thou art her chiefest
joy. Besides, then therc might come the telling of
the whole story ; and it seems to me as if it would
bo vexatious for one who has a betrothed to speak to
her of a fight without victory. Oris it otherwise ?"

“ No, no,” answerced Pietro, smiling, but ashamed ;
it is as thou sayest.”

Thiodolf searched for Pietro’s lagger in the
bushes, and with it gave him good advice to go to
fight.in future rather with a sword than with the
northern bettle-ax, which was sure to bring him to
the “ground; and then they returned arm-in-arm to
the castle.

(To be continued.)

REV. DR. CAHILL

ON DISCORD IN ITALY.
(From the Dublin Catholic Telegraph.)

There is no concealing the fact that the revolution-
ary digcontent has risen and extended itself into a
most menacing magnitude : and it is equally certain

that this state of things beyond the Alps has called |

out the armaments of the surrounding countries on'a
gcale of the largest war preparations.: Many causes
bave combined to excite the Italian mind at the pre-
seat time, rather than at any intermedinte period be-

Therewith Lie left the- hall,|

tween this yosr and 1848, Théy are aware of the |
coolness which bas long existed betweon Austria nn'd.[
Eogland : they krow the unforgiving grudge which |
Lord .Palmerston bears towards Austria ever since |
the imperative demand which the Emperor made on |
the English Cnbinet that Lord Palmerston should be ;
dismissed from the councils of the Queen. The Ita- |
lizns are also intimately acqueinted with the encour-
agement which England has given to the King of |
dardinia in bis opposition and defiance of Austria.—
They know, too, that England has lent two millions
sterling to Sardinia, to forward the fortress of Alles-
sandrin, to cxtend her artillery, and to give addition-
al strength to every branch of her military service.
The facts, therefore, of these two cases go to con-
vince the Italians that England is at once hostile to
Austrie and favorable to Sardinia. And these acts
go to prove a still stronger peint, since they demons-
trate, from unmistakable premises, that in the event
of o conflict between Austria and Sardinia, England
would decidedly, as far as she could, take the part
of Sardinia, and would supply her with funds in the
prosecution of the war. The counduct of England,
thercfore, up to this period, has, beyond all doubt,
proclaimed this position, and has thus, so far, encou-
raged the revolutionary hopes of the Ttalian subjects
of Austria.

Secondly — They have read, during (e last two
years, the diplomatic rupture between Naples and
the Western Powers, which mean France and Eng-
land. They are aware that France and England
bave on ditferent occasions deplored the state of po-
litical feeling in Naples, and bave requested that the
King would so change the constitution and the ad-
ministration of law as to give more liberty to his
people, and thus secure a permanent amongst his
subjects The Ilalixns are acquainted with the fact
that Ferdinand not only refused to make any changes
a3 suggested by France and England, but actually
dismissed their Ambassadors with coniempt, and set
the Western Powers at defiunce.  These premises go
also to encourage the revolutionists to the extent—
namely, they believe that if the people of Nuples
joined the Lombardo Revolutionists, England and
France wonld hold themselves peuiral towards the
Sicilies ; and would not trouble themselves in extin-
guishing a flamoe which they long since foresaw,
which they wished to subdue in its early stage; but
which having now rizen into an invincible, consum-
ing conflagration, they will leave it its own devour-
ing clement as a sign and a proot' of the supineness,
the obstinacy, and the reglect of King. Tlis is the
reasoning, this is the class of ideas, which at present
govern the mind of the Lombardo-Ttaliams; and
which make them believe that if the Revolution
broke out to-morrow, they are more than s match
for Austria on their own ground: first, however,
taking it as granted that France and England witl
be peutral; and secondly, that Sardinia can enter
the field with seventy thousand men of all arms,
equipped, combined, and commanded by their coun-
trymen and idol, Genernl de 1a Marmmora, of Crimesn
celebrity.

The leaders of the revolutionary party put forth
still further bopes of encouragement. They know
that Ruzsin owes & gradge to Austrin whieh can
never be forgiven. In the revolution of 1848, Rus-
sin nided Austria in subduing Hungary, and, indeed,
quenching the entire rebellion , yet afterwards, dur-
ing the Crimean campaign, Austria joined the West-
ern Powers, and has thus inflicted a wound in the
lieart of the Russian, which cannever be healed, In
the forthcoming struggle, therefore, the Ttalians
think that Anstrin would stand alone ; and if lis
position be once granted, the Revolutionists contend
that single-handed Austria must fall before the com-
bined Italisn and Sardinian Torces. In addition to
all these peints of argument, cmployed by the Revo-
lutionists,. there is one, which is admitted to be
stronger than any thing yet addunced, nemely, the
moment the firat blast of war is heard from Lom-
bardy, the Hangarians and their associates, seventeen
millions in population, may instzutly renew their for-
mer rebellion : 8o that this universal attock from all
quarters on unsided Austria must necessarily even-
tuate in the downfall of the Imperinl dynasty., These
are the ideas of the Revolutionary party, not con-
cealed in muttering hesitation, but spoken publicly
and uttered with confidence by the whole Italinn po-
pulation. And so menacing i3 the position of affairs
in the Peninsula, that Austria has at this moment no
less a force than one hundred and fifty thousand men
on the frontiers and within ber Italian possessions.

I shall present to the reader two tables of popula-
tions by which ke can see at a glance the compara-
tive strength of tho contending parties. The first
table will show the population of all Ifuly; the se-
cond table will point out the population of the entire
Austrian Empire. The Italian population, although
at different times receiving admixture of biood from
conquest and other causes, may still be said to be
derived from a common stock, and to belong to the
same original ; while the population of the Austrian
empire comprises no less than sixtcen races, differing
in customs, religion, manners, and language ; and
and more than the half of these races smart under
the oppression of a stranger, and burn with rage to
throw off o foreign yoke. This last consideration,
too, furnishes additional hopes {o the Revolutionists,
since they assert that the one race, the one blood,
engaged in the same one cause of liberfy, must ulti-
mately prevail over a foe who maintains tyranny by
the aid of soldiers, who are themselves the victims of
slavery, who hate the service in which they arc en-
gaged, who abbor the Emperor who rules them, apd
who only want the opportunity to rush on the Awus-
trinn with a more deadly ferocity and revenge than
the Italian who stands in the field in hostile line of
battle.

POPULATION OF ITALY.

1 Lombardy..... e ireesresmn s 2,474,000
2 Venice....*"*".... vereanenee 2,094,000
3 Kingdom of Sardinin............ 4,470,000
4 Kingdomof Naples....... eesaaes 1,752,000
5 Duchy of Tuscany......... Ceeees 1,350,000
6 Do.of Parmf..esieneineiinnian, 440,000
7 Do. of Modena............ veeess 390,000
8 Do.of LUCCR. cavierenirnnanrnne 145,000
9 States of Church..........co... 2,471,000
10 Republic of San Marino.......... 8,000
21,483,000
RACBS COMPRISING THR POPULATION OF THH AUSTRIAN
BMPIRE.
Population
1 Lower Austriaceccviinenais, oo 1,843,662
2 Upper Austria........... iavaes 846,982
3 Tyrol....... Ceeiererreiainee .. 827,000
4 Styride...eine.-. cereens enreaas 923,982
5 Carniola and Carinthia........... 743,217
6 Illyrian Coast....yveenvvnen., »ee 445,317
7 Bobhemia..... ceeleiec et .ao 4,004,852
B Moravia and Silesia ... .......... 2,110,141°
9 Galicia ceoeveeanens. reteerain . 4,395,369
10 HUDBAIY. e civanerennecranions ..11,404,320
11 Tranylvanis...c.covvveencenass 1,963,435
12 Military Frontier.......... cersan 1,101,281
13 Dalmatin, ccooeervaareraccanncns 364,933
14 Lombardy....... PR ceeesaens 2,495,920
15 Venice.ovvranerinnnnne trereamae. 2,079,588:
35,050,533
THE PROPORTION OF THRSE VARIOUS RACES I8 AS FOL-
LOWS :—
Sclavonians .. .vveennas eeneeese.. 18,500,000
Germand..ecoveuisions Chireanens 6,000,000
Italinng. ..o cvenvnennns N 6,300,000
Wallachiang ..ccovvenrooiiorarnee 900,000
Maygorg..ooeeevianninsnsnenans . 4,500,000
Armenians ....... tieieivaraeaans 150,000
JOWB v vnssseasssnsarasssnnssess 600,090

In examining the foregoing tables ome is struck
“with the number of encmies (8ubjects in appenrance)
who lie within the bosom of the Austrian Empire.—
About seventeen millions are sworn deadly foes of

the Austrian rule: the Hungariang alone are eleven

millions. On first principles this. country must be
despotic, since it is, generally speaking, difficult to
govern 8o many hostile races without employing a
severity to check their tendoney to revolution, and to
overcome their natural enthusiasm to recover their
lost freedom, and independent liberties. These tables
again show an overwhelming majority of population
in Austrin over Italy, 8o that if a Revolution in Hun-
gary, &c., be not admitted, Italy—all Italy—can have
no chance against the Austrian Power, A glanco at
these tables will therefore convey to the reader a more

| correct idea of the power of Austria with her armies,

and of the pretentions of I[taly without army or
money, than a volume of history : and will again de-
monstrate that the habitual grinding despotism of
Avustria over ber foreign races and subjects is the
clear cnuse of the permnnent discontent of the Ital-
inns, They in common with her other forcign de-
pendencies writhe under her dominantlash, If they
resist, resistance redoubles their torture : if they re-
bel, rebellion trebles their chains. If they secretly
combine 1o throw off their yolte, their secret societies
are banished or imprisoned for life: tleir press is
gagged ; their speech is smothered ; and a repression,
lx_ke a ton weight, presses on the back of each indi-
v1dua.l, till he nabandons all iden of revelution, and
leartily enters into u sincera allegiance to the State.
This is the condition of things which has made Lom-
bardy and Venice & prison and a penal colony ; which
culls upon Burope for reform ; which cries to Heaven
for relief, and which will ever form n theatre for re-
bellion and tyranny, till national liberty and Impar-
tial administration of laws produce respect for the
Government and confidence in the people.

There is no use, in this place, to preach the aminble
theory to Kings—namely, to respect in their van-
quished subjects a thirst for liberty ; to earn their al-
legiance by equal laws; to win their love by impar-
tial favors, and to conquer their rebellious tenden-
cies by royal Lenevolence. No: Kings will never
learn this lesson. They will, on the contrary, sub-
due rebellion by the lash, force their subjects into
cternal enemies, by ceaseless injustice, and crush out
every feeling of humanily by burying them in o bot-
tomless pit of slavery: und thus every anguished na-
tion is doowed for centuries to a hell of political and
sacial torture.

_Those amongst the Italians who enn take a clearer
view of their inubility to cope with the Austrinn
furces, sill cherish bopes of success founded on a be-
lief that Napoleon the Third and the entire Irench
army sympathise with the Patriots (as they call
themselves), and will join them when matters come
to a crisis, and when both partics are in the field.—
'1‘ll.os_e wlo believe that the French could, under the
evisting circumstances, take part with the Utalians,
evince n complete ignorance of the standing policy
of Europe, The various members of the German
Confederation bave long ago entered on treatics of
mutual protection : aud since the time of Napoleon's
defeat in 1815, they bave renewed these several
treaties: and -they have bound themselves each to
supply a certain quota of armed men in the event of
any foreigig, power invading any of the members, and
altcnpting lo wiest from him any part of fiis dominions.
The vurious subsidies of nien 30 combined for mutual
defence and protection are called the federal wrmy ;
and the various proportions of men allotted to each
state has been settled at the German diet, and can be
seen in the following table :—

FEDERAL ARMY.

Men
T Austrinn. ..ot iiiie e 94,822
2Prustia . o e e 70,484
S Baearia. ..o e 35,600
4 Wirtemberg, Baden, &.,.............. 30,150
5 Baxony, Hessen, Nassau, Luseniburg. . 23,263

¢ Lanover, Mecklenburg, Brunswick, Lu-

beck, Hamburg, Bremen........... 28,067

7 Saxon Duchies, Hohenzollern, Hamburg
Frankford ......ooiiiiiiivinns 10,902
302,288

In the hour, therefore, when Napoleon will be so
foolish as to mnke war upon Austria withont o suffi-
cicnl casus belli, he will bave to encounter, besides
the present forces of Austria, the Federal Army of
302,288 men! Independently of other grave reasons,
it is not likely, therefore that Napoleon, or the French
people will be guilty of this cminent folly; and
hence, for the present at least, we shall soon find
that the cry of war raized by the revolutionists, and
partly echoed by Sardinia, shall cease after a short
season ; and the presence of the Austrinn armies in
J.ombardy and Venice will have the effect of restor-
ing to the pnblic mind its wonted tranquillity.

No; the only game which Napoleon could play in
1his case would be to find means of having himself
called on to make peace between the parties. He
might, in these circumstances, after some reasonable
time, make a little qnarrel of his own, remain in pos-
seszsion of Lombardy till its adjusiment, and ulti-
mately seize the Provinces as compensation for his
trouble and expenses. And if in the end he erected
these Provinces into a separale kingdom like Bel-
gium, and bestowed it on his cousin Leuis Napoleon,
like Leopold in Belgium, he would have in this case
the consent of Russia and England; and he might
sct all others at perfect defiance. If Napoleon shall
ever be induced to intermeddle in the [talian question,
something like the above scheme will be his policy ;
but never, never will the French nation agree to a
voluntary und unconditional rupture with Austria and
the German Coufederation.

January 18, 1859. D.W.C.

IRISH INTELLIGENCE.

Tae LanpLonps Axp TAR Cartuoric CLERGY.—We
very much fear that unloss the Oatholics of the em-
pire, and of Ircland especially, bestir themsclves in
time the ensning session of Parlisment will be pro-
ductive of more mischief than they scem to have a
conception of. They have only to watch the move-
ments and proceedings of the landed proprietory,
and to mark the tone of the Governoment organs on
both sides of the Channel, and they will find an omi-
nous concordance, a significant understanding be-
tween them, strongly indicative of collusion and con-
spiracy against their most vital interests. Indepen-
dently of this inherent desire Lo abrogate or to ren-
der noxt to nugatory the act of Catholic Emancipa-
tion, as well ag any and every act passed in our fa-
vor, the recent arrests in Kerry, Belfast, q.nd else-
where have furnished the Government with some
shadow of a pretext for retrogading, as regards Ire-
land, in the policy which succeasive Administrations
have thought it most desirable to pursue for some
years past. The opportunity will, therefore, be seiz-
ed for ocenpying a considerable portion of the session
with the introduction of, and debates upon, mersures
of an arbitrary and unconstitutional nature iu re-
ference to this country. The party in power: ?nll
thus have two topics on which to engage the time
and attention of Porliament, namely, the prospects
of a Continental war and the unsatisfactory state of
Ireland ; and areceat article in the Morning Post
furnighes pretty clearly what is to be expected in
this point of view. Here is the opening pnragrftph 1—

« The state and condition of Ireland is daily be-
coming more and more serious, and we we are not,
therefore, in the least surprised when Mr. Roebuck
declared—as he did st the Sheffield meeting—that
the Reform Bill will not be the prominent topio dur-

ing the next session of Parliament. Foroign politics-

and India will, doubtless, occupy & considerable
gpace in the deliberations of the collective wisdom
about to assemble ; but we shall notbe at all sur-
prised if the condition of the sister kingdom does not
alao, a4 a very early period of the session, monopo-
lise n great share of the public attention.”

What an invaluable god-send for a Tory Govern-
‘ment shrinking from the dire necessity of introduc-
ing-a Reform Billl- Nover did anything half so for-
tunate occur to a perplexed Ministry before. Mr.
Bright might as well have kept his bill in his pocket,

or t‘ié].)iis'i‘ted it on his bookshelves, for it wi

assuredly be shelved by the Gove;-n(t)::exlltt i‘;lge ?jmn'
not undertake the process himsolf, The noh'ljoes
gentry, and others of Ireland havo other bugjper- !

the Legislature. Such, for instance, ag strik;ﬂzs:rgg

the jury panel vwo-thirds at le :

lfa,pists who are now on it, wit&t]xa:ec:rt;argl]%st% Plebeian
tions of the copstitution that may be decj § Drac.
th s h ¥ be decided upoy gt

e meeting they are about to hold in the Irish
tropolis. The Catholic priesthood will, ho o me
the chief objects of assault and unimadv:arsic‘)‘r o ir' be
we venture to say that Messrs. Spooner nnd""q once
gate, with the rest of that ilk, never spont hopi ot
Leppy a Christmas as the last since they werq a],f -
boys. How delightful to these erratic worthlsc ook
have heen the anticipation of the comin et
and with what pleasurable sensutiong %n?esslony
‘ Iouse” look forward to these gentlemen’s m{, the
ed philippics ngainst Pope and Popery ! Thée- sk
o which the Orenge factions in botl t:ount.:'qmwry
mmiog at is distinctly pointed cut in the ne\l;:s ar.e
suge ;vlnch wedgive from the same print ;e =~ L0

Any amendments of the law, h i

will fail of their effect till the R’omon?;eéirtlﬁ{;nic'm'
archy and clergy, both secular and regular, bi o
better acquainted with the Government nnd, oome
tions of Great Britain—become anxious to lrnmm'
obedience to the constituted authorities nndptf,’“:]‘?’"
cournge agrarian crimes as well ag crim’es of co -y
racy and rebellion. The Roman Catholic hier u:-pl-
and clergy of Ireland may be, in round Bumbe D;“u}'
timated at about three thousand members Hr'" (‘
chy and clergy are (with not ten exceptllons)w?h-
getlier recruited from the class of small fnrmersa' o
keepers, publicans, bucksters, pedlars, and fnr,lmln-
borers; so that they have n thorough ’ncquuiutn "
with the prass of the Irish popuiation a.frieman.ca
and tradiny, in cities nnd towns. Thé oragmli"m]'“11
of the lcish Chureh, independeut of this, i3 Bml:n.?
more perfect and elaborate than that of ;my oth(‘l
Cbristian community of men. Trrespective of mee_r'
social acquaintance und solidity with flocks th o
have other means of knowing tle inmost lhmirrh(c:‘
wishes und uspirations of the commnunites nnbima-:
which they reside. Loyal and well aflected mé

could and would, under these circumstances (:ol'l.l
trol the nssassin’s murderous hand, reclaim tl::: (.'UlAl.
spirator, and denounce the rebel.  Wren ang where
and in how mauy instances have the Romish clorgy
of Ireland done this? Yet, unless it Lo gom-mh)-
and freely done, all legislation, however sevefe b')'
the British Parliament against conspiracy and n'm,-l.
der, must be too often fruitless. It were s qurioys
yet not uninstractive task, for this same Eritish Par.
liament (which may be calied on to pass exeeptional
laws for Ireland) to inquire how many of these throe
thousand priests uud bishops of Irelaud have taken
the oath of alleginnce to her Majesty the Queen.”

‘ Thig same British Parliament which may be eal-
led ou to pass exceptional laws for Ireland!® Tle
prineiple gist of the preceding passage lies in this
pitrenthesis.  The clergy of the huge inenbus that
“‘l.:l,f_.’"[.ls down and paralyses the country rre to be
left in undisturbed possession of their sinecures and
the enormous wealth derived from them. whilst ex-
ceptional laws are to be frameld againgt the clergy of
tllvrce-l'ourths of the Irish people.  And why ot 7—
What better trentment do men deserve who are
merely rocrnited from the ¥ class of suall farmers,
innkeepers, pu blieans, hucksters, pediars, aad the
like” 7 Catholics of the plebeinn race are not fitted
to serve on juries. What pretensions, a _fortiori, can
their sons, brothers, kith or kin, huve to be priests
preachers of God's word, and teachers of His com.
mandments?  What need of ceremony with (hem?
Throw sops to one and all of the cassocked Cerberi
and if they will uot do the bidding of the gm’ernmem,
~—1iken, wby, enforce the exceptional Inws. “he
Apostles and Disciples of the Redeemer were, it is
true, fishermen, curpenters, publicans, and toll-keep-
ers. But times have chianged vastly since then, The
chureh of those days gave all she lind to the poor;
nov: the poor are compelled to give all they bave to
the Church—thatis, to tle Reformed Chureh, The
unreformed Church still adheres as far as it can to
the good old custom. Uunremitting in its envenomed
calumaies against all orders of {he elergy, the Post
comes at last to that belied fraternity, the Jesuits—
these, it conceives are fit objects of groundless ran-
cour and vilification to the publicin general. The
Post insinuates that it the Jesuits were expelled from
the country, there would be one incertive less to Irish
discontent :—

“ By the Roman Catholic Relief Bill, passed thirty
years ago, it is required that the names of these Je-
suit priests should be lodged at the Chief Secretary's
office, if wec remember rightly, and also with the
Clerk of the Peace. But the act has nover been once
been complied sith, so that native members of the
order have all this while disobeycd the provisions of
an important Act of Parliament. When, then, the
peasant sees and knows that among three thousand
Romish priests a large majority never once took the
oath of allegiance, and, further, that not one Jesuit
has registered his name according to law, what can
we expect from a flock witnessing such perverse and
disloyal exam ples.”

The Post longs for the re-enactment of the penal
laws, and a crusade Rgainst the Jesuits would he a
moost popular as well a3 & most Christian diversion.

The publicans appear to be the next objects of
Orange hostility just uow. They are, according to
the Post, the most dangerous and malignant people
in the world. But it often happens, adds this oracle,
that the publican is the brother, the ,ather, or the
cousin of the priest; or if not hig relation, his  fond
familiar friend.” Now, what is the deduction from
all thig, but that the priest and his kindred are alike
rebels, ruffians, and cut-throats? What i3 to bo
done in this terrible dilemma? The Poct has the
usual panacea—the mammon of unrighteousness,
which it boldly and unblushingly offers to those who
have scorned and spurned the bribe intended to with-
draw the shepherd from the care of his flock :—

“Till then, you elevate the Irish priest, convert
the Irish peasant, and put the law equally and im-
partially in force against priest and peasant, we see
little chance of improvement for Ireland.”

Phus saith the Post, It is ag we have said, the old
nostrum prescribed anew. You cannot in these days
persecute the priests as your forefathers did, pay
them, therefore, and they are yours, body and goul.
Now, we sy to the people and their representatives,
beware of this conspirncy between the nobility, goo-
try, and the press. True, there is nothing new in it,
but the perseverance and determination that have
carried it on for so long a period may succeed in the
end if yon benot vigilant. Raise your umted'vmc%s,
therefore, and exert your utmost strength against i te
iniquitous combination, and you will not only resish
but overcome it like so many of those who have pre:
ceded you.—Dublin lelegraph.

TeyaNT Ricur.— Out of evil cometh good,” 8aY8
the proverb—and out of the attempt to place tho te-
nsatry of Ireland beyond the pale of the British Con-
stitution will ariso benefit to that long-suffering class.
The publicity given to tho circular signed by Lor
John Hill and Mr. Napier has drawn more attention
in England to the question of landlord and tenant ﬂsl
this country than all the speeches at all the meeling
of the Tenant League put together, and you d?%
safely put it on record in the Journal that« J'lrm :h ’
and Tenant Bill for Ireland will be btought into o
Houge of Commons early in the session, and un "
auspices calculated to insureits @ecoqunglnw—jpﬂby
ing both houses—provided there is no mteunpt:pnim.
a dissolution of Parliament. In any event, this. n
portant question will not much longer be left in
present anomalous state.— Londonderry Journal.

We have been informed on the very best aut?g::l'r;
that the county was never SO peaceable and ;_ i
aa at present, Elsewhere in our columns we ¢ ese o
the absonce ‘of crime that characterises the "Glty"n %
%or several wecks  past there. .has not. beem: }}‘-ﬁv'yﬁ; y
instance of crime in the entire county.—Ri¥

Journal,




