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Sir,—In your leading article of March
6th, yon cniticize my letter on the above
subject. Your humorous esrcasm over
my name requires no reply. Yon say,
“the word Romanis is considered as an
insult both by the person to whom it is
applied, and by the person applying it.”
As far as I am concerned, the laat clanse
ia not trune. And the firat clause is worse
than fastidious, it is withont foundation.
You: Church in this country has been
founded by an Italian Mission, having
its head quartersin the City of Rome ;
and from thence your Church polity has
been divided, and back to it you look as
the supreme seat of ecclesiastical author-
ity. It is therefore true to call it the
Church of Rome, and its membera Ro-
manisls, without meaning any offence,
and therefore noneshould be taken. Ifind
the Cardinal Archbishop of Toledo,
writing to Cardinal Vaughan, Nov. 21:t,
1894, calla it “the Holy Roman Cburch.”
I cannot aeriously have exred. in follow-
ing sach an example; avd I cannot
honestly call any visible Church a orthe
Catholic Church. Dealing with my allu-
sion to France you say : “Mr. Nuble saya
that 'France was obliged to take educa-
tion out of the banda of Romish ecclesi-
astics,! Very well! Aud look at the
resnlt. Infidelity rampant, anarchy
abroad, Atbeism deified, Sacraments
trampled upon, God despiged, Luciferian-

_ism tostered, dis:ontent in the soocial
sphere, unrest in the p»litical one, insta-
bility in the religious one, suicides
multiplied, youthful depravity un-
controlled, prisons and asylume glutted,
murder an every-day event, marriage
ignored, illegitmacy tripled, divorces out
of number, homes made desolate, fury,

asgion, and cupidity at the helm, revo-
utionps rumbling under foot, and the
name of God effaced from the statues of
the land.” Here is a dark catalogue of
twenty tw berds, which y.u ascribe to
the taking of education out of the hands
of Romish ecclegingtica. Tbi«is bistor
icaliy snl logically impcesible; f.r it
wae the debate in the French Parliament
of 1879, which led to the 1ssuing of the
decrees dirccting the expul-ion of these
unauthorized Religious Orders, and the
passing of the law of March 1880, “re
storing to the State the complete control
over higher public education;” which
transferred education from Romish
ecclesiastics to the State. Therefore,
1 say, it is morally impcesible, that
the dark picture you have drawn
of France's present condition could
bave b.en produced ‘in 24 years.
However dark France’s present condi-
tion may be, Romish ecclesiastics are
morally responsible for it, and you must
not put the effect for the canse. The
rejigious orders had done worse than
failed tu educate the French people. M
Ferry, during the debate of 1880, show-
ed that there were in France 624,743
children between Lhe sges of 6 and 13
years attending no echool, and had re-
ceived no instruction whatever. And
in the Departments the cage was worse :
eg. in the Deparlment of Finisterre
47,000, or 46 per cent of the children
between 6 and 13 years of age, were not
inacribed on the rolis of any school. In
the Haute-Loire, 19000, or 43 per cent.,
a1d in the Haute Vienne .18 000, or 48
per cent. M. Fsrry pointed out that the
annual conscription showed 15 per cent
abaolutely illiterate, and that the educa-
tinnal progress had been only 1 per cent
during the past fifty years, which made
him despair of any prac:ical progress in
the future. Then be made the foliowing
comparison : “In France, 15 per cent;
in Prusda, 11 per cent; in Bavaria, 3 per
cent; in 8axouy, 1 per cent; in Ham-
burg and Bremen, ¢ per cent ; in Luxem-
bcurg, £ per cent; in Switzeriand, 7 per
cent ; in Sweden, Norway and D:nmark,
3 per cent of the conscripts were illiter-
ate. M. Ferry gave further statistics,
showing that of the adult population of
France above 20 years of age, no less
than 57 per cent were illiterate. (Vide
repcry in Journal Officiel, Dec. 21at 1880.)
This pruves eccelesiastical cducation a
failure in France, and justifies the State
in relieving them of that duty. In the
course of the debate it was charged that
the instruction in ecclesiastical schools
was calcnlated to perpetuate ignorance,
fanaticism and superslition. And M.
Chalamet supported thess charges by
extraots from the Catechiam de Persever-
ance, published by Mgr. Gaume, Aposto-

lic Prothonotary, which had reached its

41s4 edition, and which he characterized

and to ensble man to distinguish the
quality of good and bad provieions;”
“that the sun tarns round the earth,”
and that “ each day God marks out for
the sun the point from which it must aet
out on its course, and that at which it
must stop.” (Vide Journal Officiel, Dec.
17,18 and 24, 1880.) M. Lockroy, ad:
dreesing the Chamber after a general
condemnation of theee schools, made the
following statement about a school at
Oursbeille, near Tarbes, under the direc-
tion of the Sieters of St. Joseph, for girls
between 16 and 18 years of : “One of
the pupils baving been invited to read
aloud the lessor of the day,in a work
entitled Christian Doctrine” read out a
description of Evil, “so immodeat, that
the Inspector demanded how such a
work had obtained admission to the
school, and was answered by the mistress,
that it had been sent to them by their
superior,” (Vide Journal Officiel, Dec.
18, 1880.) He further stated, that though
this immoral tesching had been de-
nounced in the report of 1864, it waa still
continued in theae achools.

M. Gambetta presided at an address
on *“Moral and Roeligions Teaching,”
given by M, Paul Bert, the Savant and
deputy. (3ee Paris correspondent’s report
in the London Times, August 28th, 1881.)
He made citations showing how the
medals of a certain Baint were repre-
rented as “a chdarm to cure the phyHox-
era, counteract morcery, pass school
examinations, and make a stubborn
borse gallop.” He also produced a pas-
sage trom a school boak sapplauding the
massacre of the Albigenses, and the
Hoguenots. He summed up these ex:
tracts by defining religious teaching, “as
imbecihity, fanaticiam, anti-patriotism,
aud immorality.” The Weekly Register,
Sept. 3rd, 1881, denounces the address of
M. Paul Bert, as “an onslau . ht on Chris-
tisuity.” The Siecld, in reply tothe cleri-
cal papers says: “The citations given by
M. Bext are extracted, word for word,
from wotks of which he gives the titles,
which are found prinied in the official
cataloguesunder the heading, “Teaching
of Relgious Morality,” and he cited irre-
futable examples: e.g. **At Sainte Foix,
in the Gironde, a teacher, a member of
the Religious Orders, gave the children
ag an exercise the following subject :
*‘What personage is there in history for
whom you have the greatest antipathy ?
Say wbat you know abount him, and
point out the motives of your repug-
nance.’ ‘Who du you think'- eaid M. Bert
—'did these children of the Mbonastic
Schools nnanimousiy make choica of ¢’
‘It was Henry IV, The Inspector was
embnrrassed for a moment. . . But
there was one more sincere than
the rest, and who dared to write, ‘I
bate Heory IV. because he granted the
edict of Nautes to the Protestants.’ But
M. Bert further related, that at the
Universal Exhibition, in 1878, the
Brothers of Cunstian Doctrine had ex-
hibited many specimens of their writ-
ings, amongst which be found the fol-
lowing instructions: ' Greataess of Couan-
try.,! ‘When our armies under an in-
vincible chief went everywhers tospread
terror and fright, &c., « « then the
country was great.’ * Whet, to the cry,
Goud wistbes it, 90,000 warriors assembled
in tumulluons maeses to extermiunate
the Saracens, then the country was
great.” ‘During the ages, also, when
the country was able to stop the secrat
plota ot the ridiculous sects who menaced
society, the fires were raised at all points
of the country, to burn these falae think-
«x8 who dissented from our holy religion.’
‘ Cnarles 1X. and the great Catherine de
Medici will ever be endeared to the
heart of the true Caristian by theircour-
sge and their heroio faith. Inonesingle
night the oruntry was deliverad frim
50,000 Huaguenots.” (Ls Siecle, Sept 1st,
1881 ) This massacre of 8t. Bartholo-
mew’s day, 1572, and the dragonnades
which followed, murdered or drove from
France her best sons and daughters.
And under the iron yoke of a forsign
priesthoad, ignorauce, taxation, and op
pression, civil aod ecclesiastical, pre-
vailed, till they became intolerabls.
And the encyclopaedists—Montesquieu,
Volteire, Rousseau, Diderot, D'Alem-
bert, and others—woke France from a
texrrible nightmare, and in that dim twi-
light she rushed 1nto the horrors of the
French Revolution of 1789. The Romish
priesthood are morzlly responsible for
that revolution and its consequences.

They nursed the mex who, in their hope-

jsm, which has mado infidels of the
French, the Italians, and the Spaniards.
We_have seen in France that these
foreign ecclesiastics sre anti-national
and anti-Protestant in their teaching.
And now it remains to show that they
are the same in Canada, and thus meet
your challenge:

" Come, sir; no more of this declama-
tion withont evidence! Take each
Qatholic eeries of echool books, irglud-
ing readers, histories, geographies, &o.,
and quote one line in whioch history is
falsified; or which hatred and sedition
against England ia taught.” At the

London Health Exbibition of 1884,
the Ohristian Brothers exhibited

and sold their books. on the front leaf of
which appeared : “Entered according to
Act of the Parliament of Canada, at the
office of the Minister of Agriculture.” A
few extracts will show the anti-English,
anti-Protestant tone of these books, and
answer your challenge under this head.
The Fourth Reading Book contains a
seriee of articles under the title, “Exiles
of Erin,” caloulated to rouse rebellion
against England sand Protestantism :
"First, the Irish are a warrior and war
like race, and ever ready (o resent an
injury.” And secondly, “That it bas
ever been the fate of Ireland, that a large
portion of her peopls sbonld be con-
stantly driven from her shore.” Then
the writer adds: “Of the same stock and
the same blood, as the great Celtio nation
of France, to whom, in weal and woe, the
heart of Ireland has always throbbed
sympathetically,” Thus to France, not
England, she looks sympathetically, and
for sympathy. Then after deploring the
defeat of France by Germany; and com-
paring it to ber own cold-blooded neigh-
bours, be says: “For the last eleven
hundred years Ireland has heen fighting
—war, war, incessant war—war with the
Dane for three hundred years ; war with
the Saxon for eight hundred years.”
Then he proceeds to extol the several in-
surrections in Ireland, and statee :

“Among many other risings, Ireland
arose almost as & nation in 1641.” And
there in much praise and laudation of
the achievements of the Irish in this re
bellion, when the Irish Protestants of
Ulster were butchered in cold blood to
the number of “154.000, as is acknowl-
edged by the priests appointed to collect
the numbers —The Lo'ds Justices and
Council to the King, Mirch 16th, 1643
(See Hibernia Anglicana, Appendiz p.4)
“8ir John Temple considers, that 150,060
perished in two months, and 300 000 in
two yeard.” This is not only anti-English
and anti-Protestant, but anui-Christian,
apd inhuman. And yet such is the teach-
ing of these Chbristian Brothers in Canada,
We ask no revenge for these terrible
crimes. And to subsidize the calenders
of such crimes would be a national
orims, and a sin against humanity. These
Christian Brothers, in their Reading
Lessons, next take up the Revolution
of 1688, and suggest the probable results,
“if King James II. had been & braver
man ;” but they deplore the fact, that
King James “was 100 fond of taking out
his handkerchief, and puttivg it to his
eyes, and crying out to the Irish soldicre,
doun’t be too hard on them ; O, spare my
Eoglish subjects,” Subsequently the
writer condemns the Union in atrong
language, saying : “By the Aot of Uaion,
a debased, corrupt, and perjured Proteat-
snt Parliament declared 1n the eyes of
the world, that Irishmen did not know
how to make laws for themselves.” Re-
ferring to the unhappy death of Castle-
reagh, the writer eneers at it as “a tre-
mendous inconvenience,” but adds, “the
aot that was too inconvenient for Caatle-
reagh was & great blessing to Ireland,
and to the whole world ; for it is a grea
blessing to this world, when a scoundral
makes his bow and goes away’ Coming
down to cur own times, the writer ap-
peals to Irishmen in Ameriea to main-
tain “the glory of their faith, and of their
national honour, that has never bowed
itself down to acknowledge itself a slayu"
—to maintain ‘‘the glory of the battle
that has-been so long fought asrd is not
yet olosed ;” and he adds, “the day will
dawn, when, returning to visit the lan|
from which we came, we shall land upon
& free, a glorious, and unfettered natinn.”
Thus they try to excite rebellion, and in-
spire hopes of dismembering the Empire.
Again, in an sarticle on O'Connell, they
say : “After the fatal oatastrophe of 1798,
Ireland, cloven down, expiring under the

. T
he speaks of the result of “compl?t:

emancipation, and, after having

disciplined Ireland, could one dEy ;l;:;
sent her (o England as & nation conatity.
tionally insurgent.” Mach more might
be added in the same strain, but enough
has been quoted, to justify what |
said in my letter to the Witness: .

1That these eoclesinatios teach sedition

againgt England, and hatred
Protestantism. And  much . moo
might be quoted, in which * batred and
sedition against Eogland is taught,”
And I bave also ehown above
that not only in Canada, and against
England, are theee thiugs taught; by
in France hatred and sedition ware
taught, with other immoralities, which
led t. education being taken out of the
hands of these orders. If you demire 4o
form an honest and intelligent opiniop
on the value of ecoiesiastical educatiop
read the debates in the French Parlis
ment ca the education question in 188)
from which most of my quotations are
taken, and I have not quoted the most
of the quotations and statements, then
given and made, by eminent French
stateamen. And also read Emilede
Laveleye’s work, entitled * Protestant-
ism and Catholioiam in their bearing
upon the liberty and proeperity of
nations.” He was an eminent Belgian
professor, and desals with present day
facts floating on the surface of European
nations. I write a8 a lover of mankind,
but frankly acd regret{ully confess that
that love compels me to hate Rome's
ccclesiastical system and methods, which
bave proved so injurious to mankind in
the past and present. With her enor
mous endowment, what has she drne for
the intellectual, moral, and social well
being of this Province? Increasing
debt, oppressive taxation, and ecclesina-
tical tyranny over an uneducated peopls,
Bimilar cause conspired to produce the
Franch Rsvolution of 1789, and tne reck:
lesa infidelity that characterized and suc-
ceeded it, Let tha page of history speak
and the voices of the liviog present be-
heard ; and guided by these, let us “act
in the living present, hgart within and
God o’ethead ”

Yours, &o.,

W. T, NoBLE,

Quebec, March 23rd, 1895.

S————
THE LAETARE MEDAL,

To the Fditor of THE TRUE WITNESS:

Sir,—As cne who has enjoyed the
honor of an acquaintance, of many de.
oades, with Mrs. James Sudlier, I was
delighted to see, in last evening’s Star,
an acoount of the merited tribute paid to
the lady whose name [ mentiou with
deepfelt sentiments of respect. No one,
familiar with the amiable and gifted
authoress of *Willy Burke,” could fail to
be inspired with feelings of heartfelt
satisfaction with such & unique and
public testimony, as the award of the
¢ Laetare Medal” to the genial, but una:-
suming lady, whose soclal and literary
career has lmparted—as an elixir, an
odor of sweetness—balmy sunsbine, all
along the puth of her guileless footateps
through life.

I bave enj:yel the privilege of associ-
ation with the good and accomplished
husband of this admirable woman ; and
1o say tbat he was worthy of har, 18 the
greatest tribute I could pay to bhis
cherished memory.

I huve known them in their happy
home, t8 well ag in the cenire of thdir
numerous friends and admirers, whilst
lster on, I learned to know the naturally
gifted and accomplisbed children which
blessed their bappy union., It will be no
s irprise, therefore to the readers of thie
f:ebie tribute, if I express my delight on
the occasion of the award of the “Liietare
Medal” to its worthy recipient. In
olosing my poor effort to do justice to
the merits involved, I regret that I bave
not reiched the true level of my theme.
It is certain, however, that even the at-
tempt, to honestly 'acknowledge the
claims of the lady in question, is, to me,
“a labor of love.” 1K

Montreal, March 26, 1895,

The 8t. Patrick’s Day  souvepir issue
of the TRUE WirnEgs, Montreal, was un-
questionably one of the most beautiful
newspaper productions of the decade.—

Philadelphia Catholic Times,



