2

 THE TRUEWITVESSAND@ATHLIO CHRQNIOLE.

I

i e

SEPT. 26, 1077,

P

POETRY.

The following tender an beantiful poem i8 by
ihe Rev. Father Ryan, somotimes called :the poet-

priest of the South :—

1 walked down the Valley of Silence,
Down the dim, voiceless valley—alone;
Aud T hear not the fall of a footstep
Around me—saveGod’s and my owR;
And the hush of my heart is as boly
As hovers where angels have flown,

Long ago was I weary of voices )
Whose music my hedrt conld not win,

Long ago I was weary of uoises
That fretted my soul with their din ;;

Long ago was I weary of places .
‘Where I met with the human and sin.

I walked through the world with the worldly
T craved what the world never gave ;

And I said : % In the world each ideal
That shines like a star on life's wave,

Is shone on the shores of the real,
And sleeps like a dream in a grave. "

And still I pine on for the Pexfect,

And still found the False with the True;
I sought 'mid the Human for Heaven,

But caught a now glimpse of its blue;
And I wept when the clouds of the Mortal

Veiled even that glimpse from my view.

And I toiled on, heart-tired of the Human,

And T mwoaned throvgh the mazes of men,
Tilt I kuelt long ago at an altar

And I heard a voice call me ; since then
1 walked down the Vally of Silence

That lies far beyond mortal ken,

Do you ask what I found in the Valley?
7Pig my trysting place with the Diviune,
And I fell at the feet of the Holy,
And about me a voice said, ¢ be mine.”
There rose from the depth of my spirit
An echo, ¢ my henit sball be thine.”

Do you ask how I live in the Valley?
I 'weep, and I dream, and I pray,

But my tears are as sweet as_the dew-drops
That fall on the roses in May;

And my prayer, like the perfume from censer,
Ascendeth to God night and day.

In thehush of the Valley of Silence,
I dream all thesongs that 1 sing :
And the music floats in the dim Valley,
Till each finds a word for a wing,
- That to men, like the doves of the Deluge
The message of peace they may bring.

But far on the deep therears billows
That never break in on the beach;
And I have heard songs in the cilence

That never shall float into speech ;
And I have had dreams in the Valley
Too lofty for laaguage to reach.

And I have seen thoughts in the Valley—
Ah me! how my spirlt was stirred!

And they wear holy veils on their faces—
Their footsteps can scarcely bo heard ;
They pass through the Valley like Virgins,

Too pure for the touch of a word.

Do you ask me the place of the Valley,
Ye hearts that are harrowed by care ?
It lieth afar between mountains,
And God and his Angles are there—
And one is in the dark mount of Sorrow,
And one the bright mountain of Prayer.
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THE LEADERS OF DUBLIN SOCIETY.

Starting with the self-evident proposition that
Londor is the most suberb city in the three Lking-
doms, Edinburgh the most scientific, we come fo a
full stop when we try to particularize for what Dub-
1in is especinlly noted. Ask an average English-
man what the Irish capital is celebrated, and the
chances are ten to one that he will promptly reply,
¢ Stout and whiskey.” He is right, too. These
commodities take the lead, and we find their manu-
facturers chietest among the leaders of Dublin
Society as it ts at present. And well they have won
their position : the traders are the great power now,
but they make a mistake in not accepting their lot
ag tradespeople ; they foolishly try to buy their way
to noble families ; they look upon themselvesas the
aristocracy, wheun in reality, thers is not such a
thing in Dublin., That is the great point in which
the Dublin people fail. They will cling to the
shadow of an aristocracy with the faintest suapicion
of its substance being ehere. Before the Union,
Dublin had a House of Lords, and every Lord had
a residence in Dublin. But when the Parliament
was annihllated the Lords gradually sold off their
houses and disappeared. Rank, splendour and
fashion vanished, and now, not a single nobleman
hase residence in Dublin. It is melancholy to
walk through the streets of the Irish capital, and to
see the fate of all these magnificent mansions of
the Irish nobles—Leinster House given up to Cattle
Shows ; Mornington House, Mendicity Institution;
Powerscourt House, o draper's; Tyrone House, the
National Schools ; the Mansion of the Lords Tatbot,
a training school for femnle teachers; Lord Meath’s,
an hospital ; Lord Castlereagh's, where the Union
wad decided upon and signed, n public office;
Charlemont House, given up to Census clerks, but
it would be endlessto go through the catalogue;
enough has been adduced to prove the accuracy of
the statement that Dublin does not now possess an
aristocracy. When the nobles abrogated their
position, there was, liowever, a haughty and magni-
ficent Established Church left to Dubltn, for the
crowd to honour, The Bishops of it were princes
in their way, well-born ard wealthy, but their in.
fluencegradually declined from various causes, and
with the fall of the Establishment they fell also;
and now they are but wmere mortal clay, with-
out prestige, title, or wealth, The next race that
led Dublin Society was formed of the Members of
Parliament. They were once proud and power-
fulemmzn of birth and position; megnates who
held the destiny of the country in their hands,
They kept up good establisbments in Dublin and
in the provinces, and only visited London during
the session. But their hour of doom struck also,
when Reform changed the world and the Emanci-
pation Bill passed. Then the old haughty and
exclusive county families found themselvea pushed
from their stools by the newly arisen Roman Ca-
thoiic interest, which, after 1829, sprang up with
such irresistable force, and also by the awkward
ambition of the merchants and traders. The result
of this was that the old established gentry conse-
quently ceased to do battle for their position as
leaders of Dublin Society. They lurked in the
provinces ; they came but seldom to grace the
Viceregal Halls; they subsided into mere utility;
became bovine fattened cattle, and competed for
bullocks. They have no longer any splendid
mausions in Dublin; hotels and lodgings are
pufficient for the flying visits ot the once proud and
powerfal landed gentry of Ireland. When the
nobles, the Princes of the Church, and the landed
gentry faded away from the Summits of Dublin
Society, the learned professions took an eminent
position a8 leaders and centres of oulture and bril-
liancy. Thosz were the bright young days of Bir
P. Crampton, Wilde, and their compeers, for the
medical profession holds a most distinguished place
in Dublin Bociety, and 18 honored throughout Eu-
rope for its learning, intellect, and culturs, and for
the generous hospitality with which its leading
members receive and welcome all the learned and
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eminent foreigners who visit Dublln.. -But ‘the:
lead of the learned professions is rapidly coming to
an end. The cost of living is quadrapled, but the
fees aro uot increased ; they remain exactly the
same as they were fifty years ago. Consgquently,
the learned professions must resign, und give place
to the only class in the community that possess
wealth—the merchants and’ traders, and the true
leaders of modern Dublin society. They have
money—and money means power, honour, worship,
glory, patronage, the support of art, of all the
things that no class in Dublin has wherewithal to
support, Therefore they are the. m?.gnates pf the
hour—resident magnates, too, for atx_ngg,.u_nnl they
get into Parllament, when their ambition is to sink
their trade, anglicise their name, affect a» English
accent, and go to live in London ino West End
house. Then poor Dablin is only tolerated now
and again when the London season ends. We seo,
then, how, step by step. grade after grade, one suc-
ceeds the other, All that once was splendid and
aristocratic in Dublin society has disappeared.
Traditions of former style and grandeur still re-
main, but they are only traditions; how, for iR~
stance, Lord Manners, when Lord Chancellor, used
to walk to church on Sundays, followed by his
twenty servants, two by two, in gorgeous liverieg—
n sight to be remembered! And the newspapers of
the last century describe how, on. Royal birthdays,
there was first & morning reception at the Castle,at
which the ladies appeared splendidly dressed; after-
terwards a dinner ; and the next night a ball, when
her Excellency appeared in a robe of cloth ofgold
held up by pages. But then the Lord Lieatenant
of that day was a king—he had power and kept up
his state, and opened Parliament as a sovereign.
Now, nlas! bis vocation is goue; bo has noteven
the semblance of power; be merely inspects fat
cattle. and opens nothing more important than a
rink! It would be far wiser for Dublin to abelish
this sham court, and to mske the Lord dMayor the
king of Dublin society, with a seven years’ tenure
of office, a fitting income, and a new and magoi-
ficent Mayorality. Consider how much money
is expended in paying o parcel of useless
Castle officials who look down upon the
merchants and traders when they come to
the Castle; indeed, lately, one of these well-paid
idlers remarked superciliously that he had Leen
seven years in Dublin,and that he thanked God he
had never set his foot in & Dublin drawing room.
A Lord Lieutenant in Dublin is an anomaly, for he
is supposed to be the head of the aristocracy there.
The Lord Mayor is the true head of Dublin Society,
and the citizens would do well to give up their
vain pining after the rank which has deserted them
and accept their position. In place of the list of
noble names to be found atthe head of Dublin
Society in days of yore, we have now a different
army of names—not a whit less noble in their way
they include those of a brewer, a distiller, a draper,
a silk mercer, a chandler, a printer, a cattle sales,
maater, and & tobacconist. They are the leaders-
because they have the money, and money is power;
and, instead of hanging on to the skirt of a sham
court, if they would combine—make the Liffy their
Arno, Cork-Lill their Acropolis, and uphold the
dignity of their citizenship—there is wit and thgre
is genius enough among them to make the Irish
capital 8 modern city of the Medici ; literature and
arts would get n chance of flourishing, and she
traditional glories of the past be fully compensated
for by the good sense and dignity displayed by the
traders—the leaders of Dublin Society.— Whitehall
Review.

A SKETCH OF THE “OBSTRUCTIVES”".

The withdrawal of Mz, Butt from the Home Rule
proceeding of Monday eliminated from the pro-
gramme of the evening demonstration the only
name of the established oratorical reputation; but
it would be rash to conclude that the four members
of Parliament who represcut the new Young Ire-
land party are devoid of sematorial capacity and
presence. Ideas of this sort become current partly
because a sort of stupid coutempt for persons who
ancoy him, and whorm he does not want to think
about, is a besetting frailty of the average English-
man, and partly because impressions of public men
are generally produced by writers In the Reporter's
Gallery who for the most part are capable of noth-
ing but noticing what necktie & member wears and
how he plucks at if, or at first how he treats his h’s.
It was writera of this type who for years caricatur-
ed the late George Odger, of whom we are able to
say from actual experiment that judges lenst likely
to bo lenient to nn operative Radical oralor were
invariably charmed, when they actually heard him,
by his effectual and winning advocacy of his
opinions. Br. O'Donnell has a good tight to resent
contemptuously, the liberties some of the hack
sketchers have taken with him. He is young; he
is conceited ; he is aggravating on malice prepense;
he is in many ways disagreeable. But to persons
moderately scquainted with the * wings” of the
theatre of London Literature he is a familiar figure
of respectable standing. His pen had the credit of
formulating the position of the Spectator on certain
questions—notably the Catholic question—on which
that always striking journal has broadly distinguish-
ed itself by special liberality. Unless we are to ap-
praise literary men by high-stepping bays and
houses in Grosvenor Crescent, it is absord to im-
pute any uncertainty of stafus to a gentleman of
Mr. O'Donnell’s avocations and the outrage is sll
the more ridiculous when perpetrated by men who,
while apparently devoid of the faculty of real criti-
cism, elaborate in multiplied letters and telegrams
all over the country such evidence of humorous ob-
servation as that one gentleman wears a white
waistcoat, that another offends the properties by a
red tie, and that athird fans himself with his notice
paper.

«0Of the four “obstructionists” the lenst con-
spicuously able is probably the most artful. Mr,
Biggar ¢ began it.” His having the House cleared
one night while the Prince of Wales was in the
gallery not only scandalised Belgravia and Blooms-
bury, but suggested a latent power of dogged, cal-
culating malice, which has since been only too fully
developed in what Mr. Biggar believes to bethein.
terest of his country. His countenance hasthat look
half of patient suffering, half of proclivity to 1nis-
chief, and his voice also a certain uncanny ring,
which are frequent in cases whera nature has not
moulded the form with average symmetry; and it
is easy to recognise in Mr, Biggar one whose con-
trivance of sly mischiefis likely to be inexhaustible,
while he will be perfectly imperturable in carrying
it out. Probably 1tis safo to guess thast Le is the
mainspring of the mechanism by which Parliament
has been incommoded. Twinkling malignity, how-
over, or even shrewdness in manipulating detail,
though inconvenient to deal with, is mot political
capacity ; and it must be confessed that if Mr. Big.
gar gives any trouble, it 13 as an artful child ora
cunning savage givesjtrouble, Occasionally he has
strokes of hopour, as when he said if war has been
declared, we should have had to ask Russia to wait
till our soldiers had grown to maturity, or as when
he said “ 8ir William Harcourt's principles are ns
much for szle as my bacon is for sale” There was
also a good instinct for character in picking out
Messrs. Bright, Gladstone, Hibbert, Stansfsld, aud
Lefevre as official Liberals who were really Liberal,
But on the whole a childish narrowness and an el-
fish recklessness aro the characteristics of Mr.
Biggar's cbservations. They are delivered as be-
comes & plain man, calmly, coherently, conversa-
tionally, and without anatom of effort, pretence, or
affectation. ) :

Mr. Parnell is so entirely English and * nice” in
aspect, bearing, and pronounciation that it seemed
tather bard upon him for one of the apeakers to

‘¢ibbét him as

19'ail Irish gentlerian'who have lost his
accent in London seciety. The member for Meathand
quondam High Sheriff..of Wiclow probably never
had an Irish accent -to lose, and - has enjoyed an:
English university education, of which his manners
bear the impress, This fair, well-dressed, and
well.brushed slender young man is a gentleman
every inch of him, and the very opposite of an

eccentric one. He doesnot need tranzlating. Other

English gentlemen can understand him, At least
they can understand everything about him except
his pale fanaticism, whichk impels him to stand up
and quietly urge" forth a stream of not too fluent
and yet unfailing speech, characterised by that
ameazing and uncooscious independece of fact
which is never found along with such keen and
grave determination, except in minds which are in
the perpetual grasp of a masterful and consuming
frenzy. There is no charm iz what Mr. Parnell
says. The matter of his discourse bears little, if
any, relation io the conditions around him, or to
the actual tenor of his own experiences. But there
1san unboubted power in the clear and grinding
gincerity of his manner, which is all the more re-
markable because this fragile-locking, quiet gentle-
man is obviously intended by nature for a very
modest place in the background. Whatever martyr-
like regolution willdo.without the aid of common.
sense sanity Mr, Parnell will accomplish.

The fighting type ot Irishmen is well represented
by Mr. O'Connor Power, whose closely cropped
head, and firmly set face denote much intensity of
oratorical purpose. When sitting stil], his face is
usually in & merry condition, as if he were * think-
ing of nothing at all," or of something very
pleasant. Directly he begins to speak, his counte-
nance becomes rigid, the lower part of it equares
down severely, and he begins to pour forth sonorous
thetoric of the high patriotic kind which hasa evi-
dently been carefully prepared, and which, except
that its sound is out of proportion to its purport,
is nndoubtedly effective. Mr. Power is the most
sonorous and grandiloquent of the Land, though
his demeanour in inaction would rather suggest
that his style would be rollicking, and though the
records of the late obstruction struggles show that
in committee he can greatly assist mischievous
facticsc by neat expedients of puasi-humorous
delays—as when, 8t half-past three in the morning
when they were all yavelled, he caused all his
friends to repeat their speeches by confessing that
he did not clearly see what was the issue before the
chair, Parliamentary rougb-handling has given
the whole party great self-possession; and though
several of their speeches were elaborately prepared,
not one of them referred to a note.

Whetber }r. 0'Donnell's future will afford due
scope for Ly abilities a8 a speaker is rendered
doubtful by the line of conduct he is adopting, but
we shall bazard respecting him this observation.
The present Prime Minister has had many
imitators, but we do not remember a speaker who
has exbibited so truly Disrnelian a quality as the
member for Dungarvan. Like the young Disraeli,
he has many traits of foppery. Self-admiration,
self-contemplation arc in every glance and gesture.
The screwing and dropping of his eyeglass bas
furnished endless “copy” to bls friends in the
gallery: His conspicuous light scarf might afford
infinite scope for the prevalent style of political
description, and his white gaiters should fairly
condemn him to the ostracism of the whole report
oriol Press. Nor—dealing with the matter a little
more seriously—does this confident young gentle-
man often enjoy in the House the superb oppor-
tunity which is afforded Ly a {riendly audience.
All this goes to account for his having as yet
made no deep impression except as a loguaciousand
interminable Obstructionist. But it is in him
and will come out” It came out on Monday
night.

Mutatis mutandis what could be more like Lord
Beaconsfield’s manner and way of making play
than Mr, O'Donnell's slow, deliberate audacity as
he let out his carefully prepared and well-balanced
sentences, with their passing lights and shades, by
turns, grotesque, hyperbolical, satirical, cynical,
and gnashingly earnest? Note his surprise and
griel that the House of Commons should have
found him offensive—his capital thumu-nail sketch
of Sir William Harcourt ¥ developing his political
rectitude’-—his fancy picture of Mr. Biggar in the
chair, and his otber fancy picture in the Cambyses
vein of tho Parliament of expelled members on
College Green—his elaborate yet easy irony as to
the probability that intentional obstruction might
after all not be necessary—his irresistible imitation
of the " booing” representatives of the nation that
sings “Scots wha hae,” Then there was a whole
scene of Disraelian comedy in the references to the
descendants of Gharles ILs illegitimate children
who look down on the Macs and O's—he supposed
becanse the mothers and grandmothers of these at
least were married. The poignant reference to the
Orleans Club in this connection was only too eflec.
tunl as a poisoned stab,and then the careful orator
recovered himself like his model by,as it weres,
correcting his own indiscretion and confessing in
the truest Beaconsfield vein that “even in the
heat of debate we ought to refrain from going into
the origin of the English aristocracy.”

We do not say all thig is very elevated or very
fine, but it is in manner and method essentially
Disraelian, and should not be despised by those
who deem Lord Beaconsfield the ne plus wltra of
Parlinmentary style. This young Irishman may
never get his chance. He may voluntarily forfeis
it. But if he chooses, he will be heard of again,
He cannot help being cynical, He cannot help
being histrionic. But he has the advantage of
really feeling deeply about nobler things than ever
stirred Benjamin Disraeli, and he may if he
pleases avoid the tatal error of prostituting his
courage in audacity in detailed vexatious, technical
skirmishes, tainted with insincerity and folly, He
may if he pleases take the lead, from which Mr.
Butt will have to retire, and baving got that
position, may learn to make Parliament listcn to
him. He has wit. Hec has singularity. He has
convictions on social and general questions. He
has an immense aptitude for that derision of Saxon
Philistinism which hitherto has chiefly been a pri-
vate solace of the Celts, but which may casily be
made a potent weapon of offence. He has variety
of style and ease of transition. These are telling
Parlinmentary qualities well used. It remains for
Mr, O'Donnell to fling them if he chooses into the
waste slough of utter vulgarity into whick he and
Lis friends have recklessly rolled the regulation, if
not the destinies, of their country,

ENGLAND SINCE THE REVOLUTION.

]

(From Green's * Short Historg of the English People)

But it was at this moment, when England stood
once more alone, that Pitt won the greatcst of his
political trivmphsin the union of Ireland with Eng-
land. The history of Ircland, from its conquest by
Willinm the Third up to this time, is one which no
Englishman can recall without shame. Since the
surrender of Limerick every Catholic Irishman, and
there were five Catholics to every Protestant, had
been treated as a stranger and o foreigner in his
own country. The House of Lords, the House of
Commonsg, the right of voting for representatives in
Parliament, the magistracy, all corporate offices in
towns, all ranks in the army, the bench, the bar,
the whole administration of government or justice,
were closed against Catholics, Few Catholic land-
lords had been left by the sweeping confiscations
which had followed the successive revolts of the
island, and oppressive laws forced even these fow,
with scant exceptious, to profess Protestantism.

Necessity, indeed, bad .:ii'r:ought about a practical
toleration of their religion” and their worship; but
in all social and political matters the native Catho-
Hes, in other words the immense majority of the
people of Ireland, were gimply hewers of wood and
drawers of water to their Protestant masters, who
still looked on themselvésas mere ecttlers, who
beasted of their Scotch or English extraction, and
who regarded the name of # Irighman® as an insult.
But smail as was-this Protestant body, one half of
it fared little better, as far as power was concerned
than the Catholics; for the Presbyterians, who
formed the bulk of the Ulster seitlers, wefe shut
out by law frem all civil, military, and. municipal
offices,
try were thus kept rigidly in the hands of members
of the Established Church, a body which comprised
about atwelfth of the population of the island;
while its government was -pratically mouopolized
by a few great Protestant landowners. The rottsn
boroughs, which had originally been created to
make the Irish Parliament depend on the Crown,
had by this time fallen under the influence of
the adjacent landlords, whose command of these
made them masters of the House of Commons, while
they formed in person the House of Peers. To such
alength had this system been carried that at the
time of the Union more than sixty seats were in
the hands of three families. alone—that of Lord
Downshire, of the Ponsonbys,and of the Beresfcrds.
QOune half of the Hounse of Commons, in fact, was re-
turned by & small group of nobles, who were re-
cognized as * parliamentary undertakers,” and who
undertook to “ manage” Parliament on their own
terms. Irigh politica were for these men a mere
means of public plunder ; they were gutted with
pensions, preferments, and bribes in hard cashin
return for their services; thex were the advisers ot
every lord-licutenant, and the practical governors
of the country. The result was what might have
been expacted; and for more than a century Ire-
land was the worst governed country in Europe.
That its government was net even worse than it
was, was due to its connection- with England and
the subordination of its Parliament to the English
Privy Conncil. The Irish Parliament had no power
of originating legislative or financial measures, aud
could only say “yes”or “no” to acts submitted to
it by the Privy Council in England. The Eoglish
Parliament, too, claimed the right of binding Ire-
land as well as England by its enactments, and one
of its statutes transferred the appellate jurisdiction
of the Irish Peerage to the English House of Lords.
Galling 2s these restrictions were to the plunder-
iog aristocracy of Ireland, they formed a useful
check on its tyranny. But as if to compensate for
the benfits of this protection, England did her best
to annihilate Irish commerce and to ruin Irish
agriculture. Statutes passed DLy the jealousy of
Eoglish landowners, forbade the cxport of Irish
cattle or shecp to English ports. The export of
wool was forbidden, lest it might interfere with the
profits of English wool-growers. Poverty was thus
aided to the curse of misgovernment, and poverty
deepened with the rapid growth of the native
pognﬂation, till famine turned the country intoa
@ hell,

The bitter lesson of the last conquest, however,
long sufficed to check all dreams of revolt among
the natives, and the murders and riots which sprang
from time to time out of the general misery and
discontent were roughly repressed by the ruling
class. When revolt threatened at last, the threat
came from the ruling class itself. Some timid ef-
forts made by the English Government at the ac-
cession of George the Third to control its tyranny
were answered by o refusal of moaey bills, and by
a cry for the removal of the checks imposed on the
independence of the Irish Parliament. Bat it was
rot till the American war that this cry became a
political danger. The threat of a French invasion
and the want of any regular force to oppose it com-
pelled the Government to call on Ireland to pro-
vide for its own defense, and forty thousand volun-
tecrs appeared in arms in 1779. The force was
wholly a Protestant one, eommanded by Protestant
officezs, and it was turned to account by the Pro-
testant aristocracy. Threats of an armed revolt
backed the eloquence of two Parliamentary leaders,
Grattan and Flood, in their demand of ¢ Irish in-
dependence ;” and the Volunteers bid for the sympa-
thy of the native Catholics, who looked with indit-
ference of these quarrels of their masters, by claim-
ing for them a relation of the penal laws agninst the
exercise of their religion and of some of their most
oppressive disabilities. So real was the danger that
Engiand was forced to give way; and Lord Rock-
ingham induced the British Parliament to abaudon,
in 1782, the judicial and legislative supremacy it
had till then asserted over Ircland. From this mo-
went Bogland and Ireland were simply held toge-
ther by the fact that thasovereign of the one island
was also the sovereign of the other. Daring the
next eighteen years Ireland was “independent;”
but its independence was a mere name forthe un-
controlled rule of a few nobles families. The vic-
tory of the Volunteers had been won simply to the
profit of the ‘ undertakers,” who returned the ma-
jority of members in the Irish House of Lords, The
suspension of any centrol or interference from Eng-
land left Ireland ot these men’s mercy, and they
soon showed that they meant to kecep it for them-
selves, When the Catholics claimed admission to
the franchise ov to to equal civil rights as a reward
for their aid in the late struggle, their claim was
rejected. A similar demand of the Presbyteriaus,
who had formed a gocd half of the Volunteers, for
the removal of their disabilitivs, was equally sct
aside. Even Grattau, when he pleaded fo: a reform
which wounld make the Parliament at leastn fair
representative of the Protestant Englishry, utterly
failed. The ruling elass fonnd governmnent too
profitable to share it with other possessors. It was
ouly by hard bribery that the English Government
could secure their co-operation in thesimplest mea
sures of administration, * If ever there was & coun-
try unfit to govern itself;”” said Lord Hutchinson,
“itisIreland. A corrupt avistocracy, n ferocious
commonalty, a distracted Government, a divided
people!” The real character of this Parliamentary
rule wng seen in the rejection of Pitt's offer of free
trade. 1In Pitt’s eyes the danger of Ireland lay not
80 much in in its factious aristocracy as in the
misery of the people they governed. Although
the Irish Catholics were held down by the brute
force of their Protestant rulers, he saw that their
discontent was growing fast into rebellion, and that
ono Beoret of their discontent at any rateiay in Irish
poverty, a poverty increased, if not originally
brought about, by the jealous exclusion of Irish
products from their natural markets in England
iteelt One of his first commercial mensures put
an end to this exclusion by a bill which establish-
ed freedom of trade between the two islands. But
though he met successfully the fears aund jeslousics
of the English farmers and manufacturers, he was
foiled by the factious ignorance of the Irish land-
owners, and his bill wag rejected by the Irish Par-
liament. So utterly was he discouraged that only
the outhreak of the Revolutionary struggle, and the
cflorts which France at once made to excite re-
bellion among the Irish Catholics, roused him to
fresh measures of concilistion and good govern-
ment. In1792 he forced on the Irish Parliament
measures for the admiesion of Catholics to the
clectoral franchise, and to military offices within
the island, which promired to open & new em of
religious liberty. But the promise came too late,
The hope of conciliastion was lost In the fast rising
tido of religious and soclal passion. ' An association
of  United Irishmen,” begun among the Protestants
of Ulster with a view of obtalning Parliamentary
reform, driftéd intos correspondence with France

'and projects of insurrection. The Catholic pea-

The administiration and justice of the coun-

—
—_——

were equally stirred by the news from .

their discontent broke out in the outrtgl;n:: h?)nd
fenders”-and * Peep-o’.day Boys,"* who helg the .
-country in terror., Fora while, however, the pr ‘
testant landowners, banded together in * Qrap e
Societies,” held the country down by sheer terroi

and bloodshed. - -

- At last the smouldering discontent and g;

‘tion burst into flame. Ireland was in fgcglgigr?.
into rebellion by the lawless cruelty of tho Oran, °
ysomanry_and the English troops. In 179 aﬁﬁ
178Y soldlers_and ‘yoemanry, marched over th,
country torturing and scourging the « Croppies,? "
the_Imh insurgents were called in derision f,was
their short.-cut bair,robbing, ravishing, and murclem
ing, Their outrages were sanctioned bya Bill r1-'
Indemnity passed by the Irish Parliament and ro
tected f9r‘ the future by an Insurrection Act a:?dn-'
guspension of the Habeas Corpus. Meanwhile th?
United Irishmen prepared for an insurrection whicﬁ
wag delayed by the failure of the French ey edi
tions on which they had counted for support pnul&
above all by the victory of Camperdown Atrc;citie-
were answered by atrocities, when the revolt ot Ius:
broke-out in 1798. Loyal Protestants were lashed
and tortured in their turn, and every soldier take
was butchered without mercy, The rebels howeveu
no sooner mustered fifteen thousand men’stron ir
a camp on Vinegar Hill near Enniscorthy thnngmr;
camp was stormed by the English troaps, and )
revolt uiterly suppressed. The suppress‘iou oaly
just came in time to prevent greater disasters A
few weeks aftex the close of the rebellion a thoy
saud French soldiers under General Humheri
landed in Mayo, broke a force of thrice theiy hum
ber in a battle nt Castlebar, and only surrender d
when the Lord-Lieutenant, Loxd Cornwallis fnc:d
them with thirty thousand men. Lord Corn’wnujs
a wise and humane ruler, found more difficulty j,
checking the reprisuls of his troops and of tye
Orangemen than in stamping out the last embers
of insurrection; butthe hideous cruelty |yrg It
about onegood result, Pitt's disgust at # the bigog(ed
fury of Irish Protestants” ended in a firm regolve t
put an end to the farce of * Independence” whicl0
left Ireland helpless in their hands. The ;)oliticai
necessity for a union of the two islands had already
been brought home to every English statesmay b"
by the course of the Ivish Parliament duripey thz
disputes over tho Regency; for, while Eugla;d re-
pelled the claims of the Prince of Wales to th, Re-
gency ae of right, Ireland admitted them. a5 the
ouly _union left between the two peoples was ‘thei:
obedxgnce toa common ruler, such an act might
conceivably have ended in their entire SEVerance,
aod the sense of this danger secured o welcome on
this side of the Chaurel for Pitt's proposal tg unite
the two Parliaments. The opposition of the Irish
boroggh-mongers was natarally stubborn and de.
termined. Buf with them it was a sheer qQuestion
of gold ; and the assent of the Irish Parliament was
bought with a million 1n money, and with a liberal
distribution of pensions and peerages to its mem-
bgrs. Bage and shameless as such meaus were
Pitt may fairly plead thatthey were the on ly mc-u.ns,
by which the biil for the Union could have been
passed. As the matter was finally arranged iy,
June, 1800, one hundred Irish members became
part of the House of Commons at Westminster, angd
twenty-elght temporal with four spiritual pce;s for
each Parlinment by their fellows, took their seatg
in the House of Lords. Commerce between the two
countries was freed from all restrictions, and nl]
trading privileges of the onc were thrown open to
the other; while taxation was proportionately gis.
tributed between the two peoples. ’

But the legislative union of the two countries
was only parl of the great plan which Pitt hag
conceived for the conciliation ot Ireland. With
the conclusion of the Union his projects of free
trade between the two countries, which had been
defeated a few years back by the folly of the Irigh
‘_Pa.rllament, came quietly into play ; and in spite of
insuflicient capital and social disturbance the growth
of the trade, shipping, and manufacture of Ireland
has gone on without a check from that time to this,
The change which brought Ireland directly under
the common Parliament was followed too by a
gradual revision of its oppressive laws and an
n.mendment in their administration ; taxation was
lightened,and a faint beginning made of public in-
struction. But in Pitt’s mind the great menns
of conciliation was the concession of religious
equality. In proposing to the English Parlia-
ment the union of the two countries be pointed
out that, when thus joined to a Protestant country
like England, all danger of a Catholic supremacy
in Ireland, should Catholic disabilities be removed,
would be practically at an end; and he suggested
that in snch a case “an effectual and adequats pro-
vision for the Catholic clergy * would be a security
for their loyalty. His words gave strength to the
hopes of “Catholic Emancipation,” or the removal
of the civil disabilities of Catholics, which were
held out by Lord Castlerengh in Ireland itself as
means of hindering any opposition to the project of
Union on the part of the Catholire. It was agreed
on all sides that their opposition would have
secured its defeat; but no Catholic opposition
showed itself. After the passing of the bill, Titt
prepared to lay before the Cubinet a rueasure which
would have raised not only the Catholic, but the
Dissenter, to perfect equality of civil zights. He
proposed to remove all 1eligious tests which limited
the exercise of the franchise, or were required for
admission to Parlinment, the magistracy, the bar,
municipal offices, or posts in the army or the ser-
vice of the State. Polltical security was provided
for by the imposition, in the place of the Sacra-
mental Test, of an oath of Allegriance and of fidelity
to the Constitution ; while the loyalty of the Ca-
tholic and Dissenting clerey was secured by the
grant of some provislon to both by tbe State. To
conciliate the Church, measures were added for
strengthening its means of discipline, and for in-
creasing the stipends of its poorer ministers, A
commutation of tithes was to remove n constant
source of quarrel inIreland between the Episcopal
clergy and the people. The scheme was too large
and statesmnalike to secure the immediate assent
of the Cabinet, and before that assent could he won
the plan was communicated through the treachery
of the Chancellor, Lord Loughborough, to George
the Third, “I count any man my personal
enemy,” the King lLroke out auvgrily to Dundas.
“who proposes any such measure.” Pitt answered
this outburst by submittivg his whole plan to the
King. % The political circumstances under which
the exclusive laws orviginated,” he wrote, * arising
either from th~ conflicting power of hostile and
nearly balancud sects, from the apprehension of &
Popish Qurcn a8 successor, a disputed succession,
and o foreign pretender, a division in Europe be-
tween Catholic and Protestant powers, are no
longee npplicable to the pres:ot state of things.
But argument was wasted upun George the Third.
Iu spite of the decision of the lawyers whom he
cunsulted, the King held hinself bound by his Cor-
onation Oath to maintuio thetests; and his bigotry
ngreed too well with the rcligious hatred and poli-
tical distrust of the Catholics which still prevailed
among the bulk of the English peaple not to make
his docizion fatal to the bill. Pitt, bowever, held
firm to its principle; he resigned in February,
1801, and was succoeded by the Spenker of the
House of Commous, Mr. Addingiou, & man as dull
aud bigoted as George himself.

{We fry to avoid clipping at second hand
from our Montreal contemporarier, buf the fore-
going is, from an English standpoint, so impartial,
that we have taken it from the Daily Witness.]

* The # Peép—b’-day Boys” was .8 Protestant Or-

gonization which afterwards became the "Orange

santry, brooding over their misery and their wrongs , SosietymE, T, W.



