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cutions fills many
From the reign of,

- AT | ‘.
‘The-record ‘of "I%nss:n}i‘j:ge e
es. It is not yet closgc. ) £r0 D oi,
f’gig? 1. to that of Alexander:IT-their character-has
never varied. Long before aithior, when Russia was:
as yet only the barbarous Khanate of Muscovy, ita
inhabitants, perverted by _emlssarles of the Greek
schism, displayed such religion as they bad, not by
acts of faith or virtue, but with savage enmity
against Catholics, and by atrocities of xapine and
violence worthy of Tartar or Mongolian brigands,
They-are.akthis.day. what. they ever were.  Thelr
attitade_fowatds ¢he' Roman Pontiff,~whom- they
hated g the chiéf of & universal religion, was exactly
that of- the Jews towards St. Paul, when they found
that=He Teprobateda “national 0Ny, _Already _the_
maxim avowed by modern Russinns, !t orthodoxy.
4and nationalism are thesamoe thing,” wasadopted by
their Chinese fathers in: Muscovy and the Uknaine.:
Like - the Jews, .they wanted: to have a relig-
jon of their own,and 500D’ ceased to have any re-
ligion-at all. I¢.was replaced by a brutal funaticism,
which the Tarks in their worst excesses hardly.
equalled, In 1664, Susz, the. apastolic bishop of
the Catholic see of Chelm, gave this report of them,
“ Not an episcopal residence, not & charch, not a
monastery, bas been left standing by the Cossacks.
and Muscovites, The cathedrals have been burned,
the. dwellings of -bishops destroyed, the villages.
ravaged by fire and sword, the peasants on -the-
Church domains dragged away into.captivity; the:
treasuries pillaged, the monasteries consumed by
fire; many priests, both secular and regular, a}:d
cven many of the laity, have been wounded, strip-
ped, or put to death, solely out of hatred to Catho-
lic unity. We know more than a hundred secular
priests wbo have perished by various torments for,
the fzith, an . € reck
the victims, mapy .proviuces be:pg,- still. in .the
hands of the enemy: A8 to the:Uniat monks [Bas-
ilians], who have been destroyed; some shot, ob!xers;
decapitated, and the rest bucned or slain by various:
tortures, their number is forty” . [1] Russia has.
pot changed. since that-day, uor the Greek schism.
cither. Both produce always the same fruits; The:
only difference is that the Cossacks, once independ-:
ent, have fallen in their turn under the Mascovite'
voke, and are now, in Poland and Lithuauia, the
ferocious instruments of Russian despotiam. The
so-called Orthodox Church has taught them no vir-
tue, and dissuaded them from no crime. - Their re-
ligion, like hers, is purely .one-of forms and cere-
monies, which neither -enlarges the miod, nor
purifies the heart, nor sanctifies the soul, Ir 1667,
« weary of the Muscovite domination, and foresee-
ing that the Tsar would crush them under a yoke
of iron, as soon as he no longer needed their ser-
vices against Poland, they massacred the ambassa.
dors of the Taar Alexis, and united themselves with'
Turkey.” [2] But Mugcovy was! too strong fqr
them, and thess unchanged barbarians, whose cari-
cature of religion is only an incentive to crime, are
now the willing instruments of the cruslty of the
Russian Csar, as they once were of their own. :
From the first hour to the last the conflict be-
tween Russian nationalism and the Universal Church
has been a struggle between despotism, sectarianism,

and barbarism on the one side, and liberty, holl. |

ness, and civilisation on the other. The combatants
in the two camps have differed more widely, in
gifts, in character, and in purpose, than “the armics
of the God of Israel,” whom David led to victory,
differed from the impure rabble of:the Philistines,
The only weapoas of the Muscovites have been per-
fidy, hypocrisy, and murder ; those of the Catholics,
prayer, resignation, and martyrdom. The one have
fought for: God and Christian unity, the others for
Satan.and nationalism, Both were worthy of the
masters whom they followed, as we shall now see
by examples chosen from either camp. Io 1709,
by the decisive campaign of Pultawa, in which the
power of Sweden was crushed, Peter the Great be-
came the patron and arbiter of Poland. Savage as
he wag, in spite of his genius nnd energy, he always
spoke of his own snbjects as “my barbarians.’’ In-
capable of religious motive, all his acts were deter-
mined by policy. “ Before Xurope,” says the lcarn-
od author of the Life of the Martyr St. Josaphat, who
has studied Russian history in all it3 aspects,

« Peter the Great wished to pass for a wise and tol-
erant prince.” He saw in the beginning of his car-
cer that communion with the West, and the influ.

cnce of Latin Christianity, were csseatial to the

civilisation of hir chaotic empire. * He made no
difficulty in permitting some of his subjects to pro-
fess the Catholic religion, He artfully encouraged
the hope of the conversion of Muscovy, which
nothing could tear from the heart of the Sovereign
Pontifls. Peter was nbove all jealous of hiz own
glory. The admiration of Europe would not have

consoled him for the disdain of the Roman Conrt.

For this rcason he refrained from all hostility
against the Latin Church. What could he have
done in Poland, if he had wounded the religious
sentiments of the nobility? Sanguinary victories
would not have won for him the influsnce over
them which he had already required almost tglth-
out striking a blow, The Polish Bishops received
from him, therefore, only reverence aund respect,
and whenever he met the represcntatives of the
Holy See in Polaud, in Italy, or in Germany, he
trented them with more distinction than they re-
ceived even from Catholic sovereigns! (3) It
would have been still more advantageous to Russia
than to Poland if he Lad persevered in this policy.
Tussia would have been civilised, and Poland would
not have been overwhelmed by the horrors of bar-
barism. But Peter,:whose ambition was insatiable,
bad formed the project of transferring his capital to
Constantinople a hope which was imprudently flat-
tered by the schismatical patrinrchs of Onex_:tal
sces, who would have found him a wnore tyrannical
master than the Caliph. :He;had already throttled
his own pational sect, and: planted his foot firmly
upon it. . # Tsarodoxy” had .bound the Mfuscovite
.church in fetters, nnd its' bishops obsequious. vas.
sals of the State. The astute barbarian was able to
admire ihe liberty of Catholics and the_pposto_llc
dignity of their prelates, but only on condition that
they creatcd no obstacle to. his.policy. The Latin
Church of Poland was no offence to him, because it
was ¢omposed mainly of nobles, but {he Greek Ca-
tholic Church of Ruthenia, to which, the .peasants
belonged, barred the way to the {ur_thgr; cxtengion
of his empire. If he could make:it echismatical, it
would soon be:united to Moscow, the:limits of the
Dwina, and the Daiéper would be, passed, and Mus-
covy would -advance at one stride to the banks of
the Vistuln. .To.be welcomed at Gonstantinople as
a liberator, it was not only, essential to the triumph
of the Tsar that the; Greeks:of ,Bosphorus and the
Slavg.of:the Danube should remain schismatics, but
that:the.twelye:million Ruthenian Catholics of the
Greekirite shouldbe rendered,incapable of arresting
onward, march, and-of reveal hie
Bulgarians, Servians, and: Bosnians, the real;designs.
of -thigzptetended heir .of Constantine... ! Hatred
.of, the: Ruthenjan Union was in the mind of; Peter

"

a T
ity

[ 1], Ai. Becles. Ruth. 8p, Saint Josaphat, tome il
Prad02y e it vl “y fizeiians
AL Tbidp, 3890 i

igorrow are; & ,:h:};r%i‘éa”nq,:yho d":‘j )

same 'sttdcities wHioh~his he
-, | peats, AL y in 1705 he |l
hg

“| Bolock, of which jilid mactyred Webhbiahpp Sains |/
p‘%bh;}' '1 \E?i;fd N“l’; : ih“ryl@lﬁ;y aﬁ%gsi 3

y y 3 ribéeani Aol pALY, AR
ool D reliie to tHE barbarities of |

d yet we cannot at present reckon all |

ing.to Wallachians, |

ft.’hte(?.lﬂi';;t-*the necessary consequence.of i
That!'Uafon barred against bhim ‘on oné
Xoad! tojEurope, and on the other paralysed-thé
] Zwhich be designed to stir.up the Edskl

HA0zY
2

=

tholic Rathénia, sud-promote; '

g\k
Jos
g‘g s fittir

firatact 'wad'a fitting prelude to il {
hi‘s'%‘\‘xcces'sorg, Catherine; Wickiolag;andyAlexander
II. - Feasted by-tii\Palatines of -Lithuania omthis
arrival, he-spent-thy yholenight inddricus
cation, and fnMthe early morning'hurtied
Basilinn Monastery. He was metin

: thecloiserby|
the Superior, Father Kozikowski,to whom ‘his visit:
was to prove fatal.

Seelng the statue of Saint

Josaphat, with the axe buried in’his head, Peter
asked : ¢ who i this Saintyapd who mgr;yred,ht?-?l”[
«They were schifmatics of your rite,’| was thé fdar-|
less reply of Kozikowskl~* AW -we- sre-fyrants’
then " shiouted Peterima transport of drunken-rage;.
and the next moment the Basilian was lying .«?‘f th
foot of the statue with his head icleft asunder, and
a8 he still breathed Peter _plunged: his sword into
“him a second tibae;and the choirs of heavenreceiv-
.ed another martyr.-“Other’ monks were' killed by
“his soldiets, and ‘when the massacre was completed,
"Peter triumphantly’observed : ¢ The Uniats will
‘have henceforth. several Josaphats” The monas-
‘tery was pillaged and the cathedral devastated.
The nest day, dining at the College of the Jesuits,
for whose labours and successes Peter always ex-
 pressed unbounded admiration, the now sober Tsar
sffected to be i desparr, and exclaimed : “Yesterday
I was druck, T was a brute without reason rather
than a man”’ As he was drunk every day, and a
brute every hour, his repentance did not lust long;
but he desired one of his clergy to give him ql_)so-
lution, and begged the Cathohic Bishop of Wilna
not to cxcommanicate’ him'! * This borrible ‘com-
pound of an unprofitable religious sentiment with
the passions of a beast and the malice of & demon-
was always a ‘characteristic of Russian” Tsars. In
our own day they still lie, torture, and murder in
the name of religion and the Orthedox Church,

In spite of his' wild atd tarbulent passions and
the pagan excedses of his disordetly life, Peter wag
able to appreciate both intellectual greatness and
the majesty 'of & true spiritual- authority. The
Rector of the Jesuits in Polock advised him to visit
Rome, «Iwished to do so,” he replied, *When I
was st Venice, but I wss obliged to return home in-
great haste because my barbarians had revolted. I
hope to go there later, and have a ‘great- desire to
gee that most' famnous city and the’ supreme ‘Pope—il
sommo Papa.? (5) The Tsar'then’ rose amd drank
to the health of Clement ' X1,, the reigning Pountiff.
# May God punish ;me,” he added, *and not suffer
me to see my kingdom again, if I entered the
charch of the Basilians with the intention of doing
evil ;" and then he swore thathe would never again
iojure Catholics, and would respect the liberties of
the Greek Uniats. Some of his successors have
made the same promises, and have keptthem ag
w:ll as he did.’ He continued his eavage persecu.
tions, avowed himself the protector of all Polish
g-hismatics, and almost every year supported their
seditious complaints to the Government of Warsaw
against both the Uniats and the Latin clergy, They
were instruments of his barbarous policy, and no
law of God or man, no suggestion of truth, justice,
or mercy could make him swerve from it. He has
been exactly imitated, both in hypocrisy and craelty
by later Tsars, whose crimes baveall been com-
mitted, like his, in defiance of reiterated trenties
and pledges, and whose sole aim has been to sub-
gtitute ¢ tsarodcxy” for the Gospel, and fo crosh 1a
other lands the liberties which they had *destroyed
in their own. In the Spirifual Regulation, ingerted
afterwards in the Rusidn Code, are contained the
words in which Peter is designated ¢ the guardian
of orthodoxy”—that is, of Russian policy—*‘and of
all things relating togood orderid the holy Church.”!
He was nbout as well: qualified for such an office as
Poatiui  Pilate was to bs an?apostle. His chief
counsellor in' ecclesiastical matters was, first: his
own arrogance. and then the Swiss Calvinist, Le-
fort. Tondini observes that any one reading the
Spiritual Regulation, text and notes, “ would have no
difficulty in understanding with what good reason
Protestants can and must look upon Peter as one
of themselves. . . . The priests, the monks, and the
Bishops of the Orthodox Church, treated as they
wera by Peter, were made to appear simply cor-
temptible ;" while the ridicule he cast upon holy
things by bis infamous orgies can hardly be recon-
ciled with the idea of the fulfilment of his firet duty
as & Christian prince” (6) The influence of Peter,
which s still ali powerful in Russia, has been as
fatal, Tondini remarks, to # orthodoxy” as to liberty.
The religious zenl of Russia is displayed only in
connection with cruelty, ignorance, and supersti-
tion. One hundred thousand ‘Russians are said to
die every year from the abuse of alcohol. Pietro.
wski relates, in 1863, that during a voyage on the
Dwina, all hiscompanions belng religious pilgrims
of the orthodox chuich, visiting what they con-
sidered sacred places, # every soul on board, irom
the master to the poorest of the bohomolets, threw o
piece of copper money into the stream, to render
the Dwina propitious to their course along its
breast.” (7) ©The Russians themselves,” says
Colonel Lach Szyrma, in a book published with the
sanction of the Russian censure, “do not refuse
belief-in the prognostications of the Shamans’—
devil worshippers—and Russians of all religious
sects {requently consult them about what s to bap-
pen to them in the most important proceedings of
life, and never doubt'the truth of the revelations
made to them.” (8) Such are the fruits of “ tear-
odoxy,” and of the brutalising despotism in spiritu-
al things inaugurated by Peter the Great. .
t If Protestants,” observes Tondini, ! may faitly
claim Peter I.as their own, unbelievers haves full
right to do the same with Catherine II., and glory
in it, as in fact they do.” Wriling to Voltaire, this
depraved woman called herself Hlead of the Greek
Church, to her own immense amusement and his.
% No sincerely orthodox Tussian,’’ continues the
same writer, ¢ could rend the correspondence of
Catherine with Voltaire without blushing., In
various passages of these letters she ridicules - not
only the ceremonies but also the sacraments of her
Church, ' If'to this wagadd the fuvour shown by her
to the infidel philosophers of the Eneyclopedie, the
atmosphere of impiety with which she surrounded
herstlf, and the state of her own moralg, so plainly
indicative of an unbeliéving sonl,"—we Lave an-
other example of the horrible scourge of “taarodoxy.”
Yet this potluted and impious woman, the disgrace
of her sex and nation, was as_eavage n persecutor
both of her own gect and of Catholicsas either Peter
or'Nicholas.’ After the secoud partition of Poland,
in gpito of the fornial treaty:'by which'she ~bound
herself and her: successors to respect the liberties
and maintain the possessions ef - Catholics * of both
rites,” ' she Immediately suppressed all the sees of
the Uniat Chjirch, -with® the-gxception: of that -of
Polock, and peremptorily forbade the metropolitan;
Theodosius Rostocki; to exeicise'any act of spiritual
jurisdiction;” Ta twenty.thrée’ years; by the -same

atroclous cruelty which Nickiolss' and the ‘reigning

“[4] See Suint Josaphat, t. IL; Pp. 426-8. ¢

' "(5)':Th'=iﬁ¢r;‘ﬂi?fibiie i’ Auicoiiia; GuD0 2%7_07;;_.
Suint Josaphaty €. ILY p. 432" R T
S Tha Fuiny of the Riiian Ohurch, 320
(1) Story, of a' Niberian Frile; by Rufin Pletrowski.
‘(ﬁ'ﬁ'.ﬂiﬂ;’bf"TGO)'.""'m“ olds U L d A

(VoL ppi 147, 262}
SR A E-‘,‘»‘?"l‘.‘,’x‘

»

(8) Revelations: of Siberis.

(8) P. 426,

G883 vol-TIL, PH-2022T.y © <o i

4 . N N A
Tt Sl | $oBA
0)
Rl

mhls
i)

NICLE_DEC. 2, 1816,

“Waarodody ] I @
“her from>thedheatreof'
“Navember, 1796} the Gr

!lék, ~would:

[

mpiots €xam
1oL

6 had such o\ deadly, infidencs,
of Bassian\sqil oaf s
n : .

rine JI23% ST e TR 7
v Heraon Paul L, Tefused to. -avilmigs]
of & persecutor, and- in" 1798 consented :10 &3 dew
‘organjsaifon of the Catholic sees proposed by Pius.
YIL; b

VI, ; biitit is a notable exsmple of the brutalising'
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‘character - as ‘“Héad of the' Greek Church,” that,
like the furious Ivan, he one day proposed -to say
Mass! He was only dissuaded from that sacrilege
.by the irgenious argument of bis friend Count Ros-
.toptchia, who reminded him that, having been twice
‘married, he was prohibited by the Canons of.the-
.Church from offering the Holy, Sacrifice,, Alexander,
| I, was of the, soute'temper ~as his"father, and ~the:
‘toleration which he conceded to" pat};gliéi]"\v,pi,gpt.
him,in his 14st- hours, the supreme= g

tioe - 61/ his
-owii-conversion to. the -Catholic-faith::~(8)--With

‘| him ended the brief reign .of justice -and'. mercy.in

Russia. His brother Nicholas, as ruthless a. savage.
in heart and -soul as Ivan . or Peter, surpassed:them
botk, if possible, in measureless barbarity, and:it is.
of hir crimes against God and man that .we, shall
now speak.—London Tablet. -~ L

FATHER BURKE IN MAYO.

Father Purke preached at Ballaghaderreen, Coun-
ty Mayo, on Sunday, Nov. 19. His appeal went to
lessen the debt.-which the Most Rev, Dr. MacCor-
mack, Bishop of Achonry, has takerl on_his own
shoulders in founding the convent of the Sisters. of
.Charity, which he hass just set, in almost finished
beanty on & quiet hillside over the capital of his,
ancient see—n massive graystone hil, combining a
cheerful house of residence, with airy school-rooms,
and a chapel which isa little gem of wood carving
and stained glass. Ballaghaderreen put on its best
festal garb to .bid the remowned Dominican.. s,
.genuine . Western welcome. Four arches. of flags:
.and evergreens twined across the streets, blazoned
with mottoes like ©Ceade mille Failthe, Father,
Tom,” * Happy homes and saltars. free,” and * We
live for God and country.”  Darkness and the rain
came down to draggle the emblems before they
could be brought into use. For hours troops of
people stood on the Castlerea road in the dripping
rain in waiting for the carriage, When at last it
was signalled by a shout the whole population
poured into the streets with cheers wild enough to
be yells of enthusiasm, and, with the Sligo brass
band at their head, tramped out through torrents of
rain fo the episcopal residence at the abbey, where
a few fervent words of thanks from Father Burke
were then sufficient recompense. Nearly every
window in the town was by this time illuminated
after fashions ranging from the ambitious devices ig
gay shop windows to the single candle glimmering
in the pane of the bovel, and with bonfires, fire-
works, cheers and rattling music the market place
was to a late hour a very furnace of cathusiasm. A
-fow hours' sunshine oo Bunday forenoon enabled an
enormous congregation to get together from wide
districts of the three surrounding counties, and
those were swelled by the freight of a special train
from Sligo. The cathedral of St. Nathy—the proud-
eat memorial of the present beloved bishop's fruit-
ful sway—grand in its.Gothic outlines and arches,
and wanting only its towering spire to rise a miracle
of palatial beauty from the surrounding poveriy—
wag packed to overflowing. High Mass was cele-
brated Coram Episcepo by the Rev. T. Loftus, the
Rev. T. Doyle officiating as deacon, Rev, D, O’Hara
subdeacon, and Rev. A. O'Donohue (Curry) master
of ceremonies. After the first Gospel Father Burke
preached from the text of the Gospel of the day

Mattbew xiii, 81, 35:

tt At that time Jesus preached to the multitude
this parable : The kingdom of heaven is like
a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and
gowed in bis field ; which indeed is the least of
all seeds, but when 1t is grown up it is greater than
all other herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and dwell in the branches
thereof.”

May it please your Lordship—dearly beloved
brethren—You know for what purposc we are as-
sembled and met here to.day. A couvent of the
Sisters of Charity has been built and founded in
the midst of you. Of necessity this building in-,
volved great and heavy expcnse, and a considera-
ble weight of debt still hangs over it. Now it is
nearly ready to receive its sainted inmates, and
the Bishop, the pastor of your souls, appeals to
you to-day to enable him to clear off the outstand-
ing debt and to finish the house, that it may be fit
snd worthy of those who are to dwell in it, For
this purpose he expects large and generous con-
tributions from all of you—from the rich, that
they will give largely, and from even the poorest
of the poor, that they will write their nameg in the
book of this charity by the liberality of their dona-
tions to-day. Such being the purpose for which we
are here, now consider the Gospel which I have
just read for you. The Son of God declared that the
kingdom of heaven was like unto a grain of mus.
tard seed which a man took and planted in the
soil, and then Le watched it, and he cared it until
it eprouted und grew up. Dut, unlie all other.
herbs, it grew apace, it shot its hend high to heaven,
it spread out its branches, it became a gloricus and
Leaatiful tree, overshadowing the ground for many
a tood, and the birds of the air came from the four
parts of heaven, and they were happy tc make their
nests in its luxurious branches. ‘The kingdom of
beaven, He says, is like unto this, Now, the pecu-
liarity of this likeness is that the mustard seed our
saviour declared to be the smallest of all seeds—
smeller than the head of a pip, scarcely perceptible
in the palm of a man’'s hand, but yet having with-.
in that little circumference so much power, so much
hidden strength, so much virtue, that the moment’
it found a coogenial soil in which to break and
gend forth the hidden pewer within it, down it
struck it roots deep into the earth, and up it put
forth its stem and branckes and folinge, until it
gprung into the goodly preportions of a maguificent
tree. That kingdom of God is the I{oly Church of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, for it is of His
Church He always speaks in the Gospel under the
name of the kingdom of God, as when He said to
His apostles, * Amen, I say unto you, the kingdom
of God is within you;” and the grain of mustard
geed is the seeding of Divine grace. This carth was
without it once, deaily beloved brethren. Manya
specious and beautiful flower did the borom of the
earth, even accursed, yield forth and produce, The
seagons weve ag fair then as they are now  but no
Divine seeding of Divine grace was in that accurs-
ed soil until the Word Eternal was incarnato of the
Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man;
and then, with His.own hand, did our Divine Lord
and Saviouy plant the seeding of Divine grace in the
soil of this earth. It had to be opened up, this soil,
by. his sufferings ;. it, had;to'be rurtured and nour-
ished by, His, heart’s blood ; eyén with blood-atained
hand did the Redgomcr plant His Divine grace on
this earth as & mustard seed, which,was.to grow,

high was to put forth branches and 1ift its head high
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seediwhich the Son jof God DIAELef:
"W;hq{érept differenca was thére infy dat
‘Higcdming from ﬁlg% it wasbefopd| His coming ?
ai this : HEUb(t aaipglgord behindiHim!
1 callé” it—the word “affalth,
the word of Divine trpthihat-was unhesed and un-
known till His-coming.{ That-word, the: sofind of-
His;,voir;__e;"m@bni’g«;ﬂgon,’.of;l_;is" cry-of _agény in-
-Hig death qu}g‘:‘, our Liord-Jesus Christ gave'ugas
‘the! mustard seed.the//beginning of his Churcb.
Then, dearlyjbeloved brethren, when He had planted
that word in the soil of the sonls of men, when He
bad put forth His prayer, and sked His saving blood
and wiped out the handwriting of the awful decree
that was registered against man, He arose from
death and speedily ascended unto heaven, and the
mortal eye of man saw Him nomore in human shape.
-But thé-mustard-séed -began-to-sprout -aud- send
forth leavés unto'grace; the little’stem of the holy
‘Church.of God appeared and'the ‘Son of God took
.good-care 1o -leave. one-hand..behind-Him to tend
and care for the.little sapling., that,it might grew
-great-and beautiful, that it might fulfil-its -Divine
destiny, and grow into a mighty tree. What hand
wag this to tend the young :sgpling of the growing
Church? Oh! it was the hand of 8 woman—it was
the hand the most holy aftér thatiot God' that has
been ever outstretched to man—it was the hand of
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| the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ,

For twelve years after His ascension into heaven
she remained on earth... For.what purpose did she
remain? Was not the measure of her grice already
filled? Most assuredly. Was she not already fit
for heaven? No angel in heaven was so fit as
Mary. It was not to mature her sanctity—it was
not to fill up the measure of her graces—that she
remained twelve years on the earth, living in thought
and loveand heart in heaven;}and sighing for heav-
en, yet destined still to linger here; but; as a holy
father wisely remarks, it was that the young Church.
might have the benefit of her presence, of her
prayer, and of her counsel-=that the aposties might
‘have the encouragement of the sight of her, and that-
that mind, more fully than any other, had communi-
,cated with God and entered into.His Divine coun-:
sels (for those counsels were. matured in her very
stainless body) that that mind :might be! there to
imstruct, to enlighten, to encourage .and sanctify.
Then, after twelve years, when the  Church hsd
grown robust,” when. the ‘blood of many a .martyr
bad watered its roots, Mary's office' on earth was
-over,and by a painless death and a glorious as-
stmption into heaven she was carried body and soul
to that high throne where she sits at the footstool
of her Son, who is God. .
The Collection at the closo
the munificent sum of £450.

of the sermon renched

PROGRESS IN EDINBURGH.

Re-Orexing orF St. Patrics’s Cuorex.

Cn Sunday last, a ceremony of a very interesting
character was witnessed in the church of the very
flourishing congregation of St. Patrick’s, Edinburgh.
During the past ten years or ro, there has been
going on in this Scottish metropolis, radiating from
this parish as its centre-point, a great and ‘eminently
sucessful work of -Catholic- orgnnisation- and eleva-
tion. At the commencement of the present decade
the Cutholics of Edinburgh occupied much the same
low social position from which the more active
minds and hearts among .us are now everywhere
earnestly engaged in raising them’; and, at the pre-
sent moment, they occupy a position on the road of
improvement, which hasalready extorted the hearty
acknowledgment of their Protestant .fellow-artisans
and which bids fair to make . the position. and. cons
dition of the Edinburgh Catholic matters for the
imitation of his co-religionists in the rest of the
large towns. The moving and sustaining spirit in
this high worls, the Rev. E. J. Hannan, is the priest
of the parish, and is a clergyman of the type that is
found only in the bosom, of the Catholic Church.
With untiring zesl, and with parallel ability, Father
Hannan, on bisappointnient to the pastoral charge
of the parish, at once proceeded to implaat in it the
fruitful seed of religious lay asseciation, and ex-
pended an amount of energy and labour upon the
nourishing and development of the new work to
which he hed laid his hands which can beappreciat-
ed only by those almost equally zealous co-labour-
ers whom he drew into his schemes, What has
been the successof these labours is anply evidenced
by the good work that has been brought about in
the city by his Young Men’s Society and its many
lkindred and affiliated associations, . of which ane of
the most powerful for good, . socially spcaking, is
the Total Abstinence Society connected with it.
But however zealous and untiring in this particular
wark of his ministry, Father Hannat ig to the :full
as active and successful in the discharge of the
more essential pastoral duties of his charge; and
the ceremouny of Sunday last was in celebration of
oncof the latest works of this kind to which he and
his assistant priests have put their hands--that,
namely, of beautifying the Church,  The decora-
tions, which has eo far been carried out only inthe
sanctuary and a small portion of tha body of the
church, cannot of course be said to be yet complete
but, so far as they have gone, they give good proof
of the existence of the spirit - which loves to make
the earthly and material temples of the Rucharist,
ng far a5 may be, fitting abodes for Him who abides
in them, as well as suitable places for the carrying
out of that beanlifal mystic ceremonial which sym-
bolises the faith and worship of the Church, - While
serving to raise the.hearts of the children of the
Church who assisted at the services on Sunday last
ton purcr and more fervent contemplation of: the
divine mysteiisr, this adcrnment of God’s sanctuary
must at the same time have brought home forcibly to’
the minds of those Protestants—of whom there was
a large number—the strength:and reality of the
religious conviction which impels .our admittedly
poor congregations to the .generous -self-sacrifice:
which is necessary to secure :the beauty of the
house of God, which isso truly and so exclusively
Catholic, K
. Solemn Pontifical High Mass was sung at eleven
o'clock in the forenoon, the Mass being cele-
brated by his Lordship the  Bishap of the : Kastern
District (Right Rev. Dr, Strain); the Rev, E, J.
Hannan being assistant priest ; the Rev. Dr. Mac-
Farlane, the secretary of Archbishop:Eyre, deacon;
the Rev. Matthew Brady, sub-deacon ;. and the Rev.
William Turner, master of ceremonies.:- His Grace;
Archbishop Eyre, Administrator Apostolic.of the
Western District, also assisted at-the service,and
prenghed. At this Masg, as.well: as at the other
services of the day both morning and " evening, the
church was, densely crowded. The 'choir of ‘the
parish, assigted by & full orchestra, gave:an excellent
rendering of the ‘music of : Haydn's 4th:- Mass; the
chorus, *-And tho Glory.of the Lord," from Handél’s

Laudaie after the'conclusion ofy-the Massjc.'s 1s7u

*The Archbishiop took;’as ther téxt iof hisisermon;
the Third Chapter of St;\PauYs Epistletoithe:Cor:
inthians, 16th and./1f7th *veriesi:=' Knowiyou not
that ye are thé:temple:af God; 'and ithat) the!Spirit
of God 'dwelleth:in you ? « For:the itémple,ofiGod
-18 holy, which you aré:. No;:doubthe-sdidiycncall
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_ Lmite cqnyerse'with
.place your souls before” HilpA In the
in thiis church He bestows tipon you
‘hand, the xToh:tresstireszof~ his- His
thi&'d place, in this"church
and:grants your petitions.’--Whenever there is any-
‘?hmg'tha.t you havemuch at heart, ‘vheneversthe{e
in anything that oppresses you, or anything that
you desire to ask from Him, you come here ang pour
out your souls before Him ; and here, as He promis.
ed }.Ilmself, He heara.your prayer and grants your
Jetiiton, And the, in the fourth place, within this
ohitirch, you offer up "to "Him - the adoration which
your owe Him, and whioh ‘can’ ¢aly be offsred u
within the walls ofa church within which the ador.
able mysteries are -offered, And heuce, you must
-always very much value the building in which
‘these relations exist betwsen you and God, and you
will feel that you have done more than your duty
when you made sacrifice of your substance in order
to show your love for the beauty of God's house
-and the place where His glory dwelleth, - Hig grace
went on to remind the congregation of another tem.
ple, of another building that is still more holy and
still more acceptable to God than the material
buildings which are set aside for this service. In
Ehe_passnge of St. Paul's Epistle to the Corinthiang
St.1Paul laid down this beautiful moral lesson
which they should do well to consider. He said
that we are God's building, and wé must be fully
alive to this great privilege. They were each and
everyone -of them the temple of God; “for the
spirit of C.iod dwelleth in you.? And, in order to
make their breasts, their hearts, their gouls fitting
plg.ces for the dwelling of the Holy Ghost, St. Paui
gaid the temple must be boly, “jor the temple of
God is holy, which you- are.” Kow, it is very im.
portant they should try fully to realise and brio g
home to themselvesthis great truth, " God dwelt in
the soul of the just man as'in a temple, He dwelt
Ain the breasts of every one by virtue of His 6rmni.
prescence ; yet He dwelt' only in the brenst of the
just man in the particular way He spoke of throngh
His Apostle. It was no wonder St. Paul asked if
the had realised it, and thought fully of it, and had
brought really homo to themselves; " Then, in order
that they should understand this still better, he
pointed out the way in which ' this spiritual tem’plc
was built up—he said the foundation of it was faith,
It was Jaid when they first received the gift of
faith. Then it was to be the. duty of their
whole lifetime to build up the walls of this temple
‘:)y constant practice of the different Christian vir.
ues.
In the cvening, the Rev. Father Lawson, S. J.
preached an eloguent sermon upon the fext :—u Quic,i
retribuam Domino pro omnibus que retribuil miki '
(What ghall T 'return to the Lord for all 'the things
that He bath given unto me?) The church was
nﬁmn tl:rov!ded ];1 and the collections for the day,
after clearing all expenses, realised over —
of Catlolic Times, Dec. 1, e £30.—Carr.
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LORD EDWARD FITZGERALD,

——

SkeTea oF ms Lirs,

The tbird lecture for the season of 8t. Kevin's
Branch of the Catholic Union was delivered at the
lecture hall, Camden Street, Dublin, en the 21st
ult, by Michael Carter O'Mearn. Mr. O'Meara -
apologized for the necessary incompleteness of the
gketch which he intended to give, He had rather
selected this subject in order to bring before them
the education and surroundings of the youth and
early manhood of Lord Edward Fitugerald, to show
he never could have organized or consented to take
part in the insurrectionary movement with which
his name was inseparably connected if it had really
becn the wild and impossible scheme it hnd been
too ofter represented [hear, hear]; and that the
fact of bis, a man of position and family, baving
thrown himself into the agitation was complete
proof, if such proof werc wauated, that by reason of
the policy adopted towards this country by the
British Ministry it was an impossibility that Ite-
land could have escaped passing through the or-
deal of an insurrection [henr, hear]. Lord Edward
Fitzgerald was born on October 15th, 1763, being
the fifth son of the Duke of Leinster. In the latter
part of 1780 a lieutenancy was purchased for him
1n the 96th Regiment and in & year after, at theage
of 18, he was ficst introduced to the horrors of war
at a battle fought in the American War of Independ-
ence, where be received a severs wound, and was
left for dead on the field, A negro found him and
carried him off to Charleston, In after life Lord
Edward regretted the part be bad taken in this war,
and said on one occasion that he-had been fighting
against liberty, Of him Major Doyle wrote abount
this time—¢ I never knew a.more lovable person,
and every man in the army, from the general to the
drummer, would cheor the expression. ... He
had great animal spirits, which bore him up against
all fatigue; but his courage was entirely independ-
ent of thoss spirits—it wasn valor sui generss”
(bear, hear]. In'1783 he returned from Americs,
and was returued member for Athy. In Octeber,
1792, while in Paris, he attended a mecting to cele-
brato the victories of the French armies, and among
the toasts were—* Tho armies of France: may the
exsmple of its citizen soldiers. be followed by all
enslaved countries, till tyranny Dbe extinct;” and
another, still more Republican—*The speedy aboli-
tion of all hereditary and feudal distinctions.,” For
this he was dismissed from the army. Io 1793,
when a vote of thanks was being moved to the
Viceroy for a proclamation for digpersing all unlaw-
ful assemblies, TLord Edward rose and said, “I
give my most hearty disapprobation to thataddress,
for I do think that the Lord Lieutenant and the
majority of this houso are ihe worst subjects the
‘King has,” A perfest tumult followed, and when
‘called on for an explanation he said—" I am accus-
ed of having declared that I think.the Lord-Lieu-
tenant and - the majority of this. house the worst
subjects the King hns—] said go,d&t istrue,and I
am sorry for it" [laughter], It was needless to say
this explanation was. rejected. . In the summer of
1796 the United Irishmen determsined on appeal-
.ng to arms ; it.wus then' Lord Edward joined the
‘gociety, and ivas elected Commander-in Chief. The
lecturer then detailed the events connected. with
the rising of ’98, so familiar to every reader.of Irish
history, down.to the arrest of ; Lord., Edward; Fitz-
gerald, on May;19th,;:1798, at, the.houseiof Mr. Mur-
.phy, in Thomas: Street, when, after a gallant,resigt--
‘ance, he was captured by Major Swan -and Capiain
‘Ryan, of: infamous:memory, and, conveyed. [to the.
:Castle. Thero he was subjected to undiguified,
i barbarous, and disgracefuli ¢ruslties; nsi:were!fully.
stated 1n n letter from Lord .Henry - Fitzgerald, his
 brother, to Lord Caiideu ;.and -on.June4th;; 1798,
Lord Edward Bitzgerald:died.; Reviewingigeneral-
‘ 1y!thie state of things atd thatiperiod;y they Jeoturer.
continded t+Forimysel:;I ;may say L:wouldecho,
the wortsiofyWolfe Tone—tdrwonld: ratheriba Fitz-

Lorilddhhig, rebel grave; than;Eitkiatitps head.of



