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PHIS MESSAGE OF THE  APOSTOLIC
FATHERS TO OUR OWN AGE—IX,
16, The Christion Character.

St Clomont draws tho following  beantiful
pictura of o Christian community before jealousy
and envy mudo them a shamo and disgraco:
“Yeo wore all lowly in mind and freo from ar-
rogance, yielling rathor than claiming  submis-
sion, moroe ghd to give than to reeeive, and con-
tont with the provisions which God supplicth,
And, giving hoad unto His words, yo luid thom
up diligently in your hourts and His sutlorigs
were betoro your oyes.  Thus a profound and
rich peace wan given tooall; and an insatinble
desire of doing ool
also of the Holy Spivit fell upon alt; and, being
full of holy counsel in oxeellent zeal and with

An abundant outpouring

i plous colidence, vo st retehod out your hands
to AMlmighty God, ~upplicating Him to be pro-
pitions, if unwittingty yvo had committed any
sin, Yo had contlier day and night for all the
brotherhood, that the number of Hisoloet might
be savod  with feaviulnoss amd intentness of
mind, Yo were sincere and simplo and freo
from malice one towards another,  Every sodi-
Tion and every sehism was abominable to you.
Yo mourned over the transgressions of your
neighbors : ye judgod theirshort-comings to by
your own " (2),

The following exhortation alko prosents n
beautiful ideal of rovial and domostie virtue :
“ Lot us fear the Lord Josus Christ, whoso blood
was given for us. Lot us reverenee our ralors ;
lot us honour our elders; let us instruet our
young men in the foxson of the fear of tiod, Let
us gui«lu our womuon toward that which is good :
lot them show torth theit lovely disposition of
purity ; let them prove their sincera affeetion of
goutlenoss. . . Letour childven bo purtakors
of the instrucetion which i in Cheist; let thom
learn how lowliness of mind prevaileth with
Gad, what power chastolove hath with God, how
the fear of Him in good and great and saveth
all them that walk therein in a pure mind with
holiness ™ (2D,

Again, the following passage presents o boau-
tiful picture ot brotherly love and humility
Lot not the strone negleet the weak; and ot

the weak respect the strong. Let the rich
minister nid to the poor; and let the poor give
thanks to God, because He hath given him one
through whom hix wants may be supplied. . . .
e that is pure in the flesh, let him bo so, and
not hoast, knowing that it is Another who
bestoweth 1lis continence upon him” (38).

St. Polycarp also says : “ Our widows must

be sober-minded as touching the faith of the
Lord, muking intercession without ceasing for
all men, ubstaining from all calumny. evil speak-
ing, false witness, love of money, and every evil
thing, knowing that thoy are (rod's sltar, and
that ull sacrifices uro carofully inspected. .
In like mannor also the younger nen must be
blamoloss in all things, caring for purity before
evorything and curbing themselves from every
ovil " (5).

But the unknown Ilomilist draws another
and a sad picture, It is of the effect of incon-
aistency betweon profession and practice, *'The
Lord saith, Evoery way My name iy blasphemed
among all the Gentiles; and again, Woe unto
him by reason of whom My Name is blasphem-
ed,  Wherein it is blasphomed ?  [n that you
do not the things which [ desive.  For the Gen-
tiles, whon they hear from our mouths the
oracles of God, marvel at them for their heauty
and greatness; then when they discover that
our works are not worthy of the words which
we sponic, forthwith thoy belake themselves to
blasphemy, saying that it is an idle story and
a delusion,  For when they hoar from us that
God saith, It is no thank unto you, if yo love
thom that love you, but this is thank unto you,
if yo love your enemies and them that hate you,;
when they hear those things, Lsay, they marvel
1l their oxcooding goodness; but whon they seo
that wo not only do not love them that hato us,
but not even them that love us, they laugh uy
toscorn, and the Nume is blasphomed ” (13).

Those arc somoe of tho lessons to be learned
from the writings of the Apostolic Fathers, But
we niy also learn much from

V7. Their omissions.

Wo may notico the comploete absence of many
errors and abuses which afterwards spotted
tho white robe of the Church. Thus, there is
nothing to support the arrogant pretensions of
the Bishops of Rome. Itis true that the Church
of Rome is grooted by St. [gnatius as she
** that hath the presidency in the country of the
region of the Romans, being worthy of God,
worthy of' honour,worthy ot felicitation, worthy
ot praise, worthy of snceess, worthy in purity,
amd having the presidency of love.”  In those
words he accords o her the presidency among
sistor-churches, not the supremacy over them,
Such presidency we may be willing to accord
againgif sho becomoevnee more * worthy in purity
and having the prosidence of love.”  Again,
although tho Lorp Jesus is called “*Son of
Mary,” there is not the slightest trace of any
homage to her. The same remark is true of
ovorything elso wnich was disearded by the
Church of England, whenshe roturned to prim-
itive doctrino and practice.

Tho testimony of the Apostolic Fathors is in
no way discrodited by their admitted blemishes.
Stieh as their belief in the current fables about
the phanix and Lot's wife, toxts falsely quoted,
or tuncifully interproted. Theso are but marks
showing the hand of the human workman, as
distinguished from the machine. The important
fact is that their testimony is unmistakable and
unanimons to what was believed anu practiced
in tho primitive Church. It is inconceivable
that any ot those who differ from us could
honestly study these writings without admiting
that the Church of the Prayer Book isinthe
fullest xonse Apostolic in government, doetrine,
and practice.

There is o widespread misapprehension as to
tho use and value of the early Fathers, Many
think that historie Churchmen appoal to them
under the dolusion that their private opinions

should carry weight, and that their statement-
of doctrine are authoritative. But we quue
the Fathers for the same reason that our Pruv,,
Book and Articles quote them; namely, v,
prove that our views on certain essential or iy,
portant questions are not novel (and theretor.
false), or to prove that our doctrine or pructice
is Primitive or even Apostolic. The Apostolic
Fathers were men of no learning, of no origin-
ality, and of no critical judgment. It would 1.
strango if it were otherwise, when “ not many
wise men, not many mighty, not many whi.
were called.,” But these deficiencies render
their testimony the more valuable. Wo care
little for their opinions as such; we thank (7
for the unspeakable gift of their united, struit-
forward testimony. In these days when ad-
vanced critics tear the New Testament into
shreds, when sectarians tell us that we have no
Scriptural standing ground, and when men of
all parties confidently appeal to the Bible to
eatablish the most contradictory views, it i«
something to know on tho unimpeachable test-
mony of men who had been with the Apostles,
that the Apostles “ were fully assured throug),
the resurroction of our Lord Jesus Christ,” and
on account theroof - despised death, nay, they
were found suporior to death;” that tho fullow-
ing language was usod of 1oly Baptism as early
a8 the mididle of the second half of the fivst cen-
tury :  We go down into the water luden with
sins and filth, and rise up from it bearing fru
in the heart, rosting our fear and hope on Jesu.
in the spirit;” that at tho close of the tirst cen
tnry the loly Bucharist was said to be ““ that
sacrifice spokon of by tho Lord, In every place
and at every time offer Me a purve sucritice ;"
and that at tho beginning of the second contury
« apart from deacons, presbyters and the bishap,
thero” was ““ not even the name of a Charch,”
So far as we know or can conjecture, the wit-
ness of St. Cloment comes from Rome, or Barn.
abas from Alvxandria, of the Didache trom some
obscure cerner of Palestine, of St. Tguatins trom
Antioch, of 8t. Polycarp from Smyrna, and of
the Unknown Homilist from no one knows
where ; and yet all with one heart and voice,
as tar as they can tostify at all, bear witness to
the truths which are now unjustly impugned as
Romish. Although theenomy very carly sowed
tares 16 cannot be that the whole Chureh, so fur
as it is known to us, erred from the trath dur
ing the lifetime of the companions of the
Apostles.  Even the Jews who entored Canaan
“served the Dord all the days of theelders that
out-lived Joshua," 1If the views of the ministry
and sucraments stated abive could be disproved
from the writings of the Apostolic Fathers,
should not we honr much of the value of their
tostimony ? A3 a matter of fuct, learned Dis-
souters ave never tired of quoting the isolated
opinions of one or two of the Fathers agninst
Lpiscopacy, although their novel speenlations
wero formed several centurics later.~Irish Eeclesi-
astical Gracette,

THIE « COMFORTABLE” SEASON Of
LIENT.

We like that good old word inits old IFng-
lish sense as applied to the season of Lent,

Lient is most comfortable to one who rightly
observes and uses it,

Let us make it 50 to ourselves.

To make Lent comfortable sce to it that it is
not asham. Let it cost you something,

Let it cost you all you can give in time and
service and money.

It is your opportunity to linrd out the truth
about yourselt—to find out what place you
have given your hope of Fternal Life in the list
of things valuable to you,

1t our Blessed Lord needed a Lent to pre-
pare Himselt' for His great work, do not you
need it every year to help you to go rightly
about your work ?—Selected.



