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OALENIDAit FOR FEIUAltY.

in. 4t-Quimigugsima. ( Notice of Ash WerT -
nesday).

7-A su Wi¢nN EsDAY. (Pi'. Pss. M. (;, 32,
38. L. 102, 130, 143. Coniminîa-
tion servico).

[''II forty d ys ni g oH ri o be oiserveil

s4 D>ays of itilig or absu'nce. A \huwui-

nie'hiy CoIl.l. u t ih .u ised L yJ.

" - ist S1INDAY IN ÍIi-Nr. ( AMoticu of n.a
b>er P)ays. EIfmler (llt. Ihü1ly

"18-2n1d Sinnlday iin læntl. (NVotice of S/.
Ahlthias5).

" 21 S'i. A 'rrnias. A p. & t1 (At//uiîsu

'ri'ud).
"25 rd'u SUNsi, iN ElI.Ni'.

TIll¢ MEKSSAGie OF TilE AP)OSTrOIC
VAiVHEltS To OUR OWNAE-X

I G. '' h '/!ristüi t n hiratler.

St,. Clment draw1%s Ltho lollingm beaulitifl

piciti'uit'o at Chr'istiani commîuitiy beftore jeliousy
and livy made thmii a shaillo and dit'grace:

"u Ye'wr' all lwiy inii tund free fr''omî iiar-

roganeio, yieblling rather filait claimlingi submlis

Sion, mori1o glild t o give t1han to receive, and Coni-
toit, with, the provisions which God suppllilit.
A ,gi'ing lead into lis words, yo laid tiemi

iupi iliiigently in your hoarts and iis suffrigs

weor' ielbro oiri oyus. Tilis a profoiuid and

r'ichI peaLCe wa:S givn11drl :uul n inSatliaLe
desire of doing gd A abundant outpourinig
al1so of ( ho 1 10y Spiril fll u1pon all ; and, beingr
tfu11 1f h11o1lv voinl.eel iI excellt zeal and vith

a piois coiden'e. ut''r i out yotir hands
ii Amîighty' Gd, supplentinlg flimt to be pro-

pilions, il vnvuid yo had commilitted any
sil. Ye hli coni lici ayi v and iniilit for all the
brot hvrhood, ihlat i h inne o is le ightl
l' saved with lei ru lness Il intentess of
mboîul. Yo w'ere siilneo alnd hiiple and free
fromi ilico' one towards aniîotier. Every scdi-
t ioi and every schlîisii was abominablo to you.
Y' mou d over the tl'Ir:Isgressiuons of y'our'
necighboriîs : yi judgedl thueir'short'-eoings to bue

your wn "(2.
Tho followiig exhortation ilso pr'sents a

b'aitiful ide'al of sui'ich and ioil)stic virtu :
I ot us ili' t.h Lho ioril Joss 'brist, whose blood

wils given for uLs. L t is r'verence our rilors
lot us honour our elders ; lit ns instruet ourî

youing mei in the lssoi o tlie tuari' of od. Let,
uis guido ol' Noiei toward tliat which is good:
lit thlei show t h t he i r lovely di uspos iti 'n of

puit . lot. t hemi provo (I hir in roalléection of'
geit lene10ss. . . lt oirc hild rie% It un t aIkers
of tht iisi riletion wh'licb is in ('Irist P let i heim
lealri how lowlitess ot mind prevaileth witlh

Godiu, wh'iat powe'r i ba:stet luove hat lu wiith luodi, howîî
the tear of Ilimii in good and gI'roat andi saveti

i'llhei that waIlk thiirein in a pure iind wvith

holiniess '" (21).
Again, the olloig pag presents I honu-

tifit of brotherly love und humitiility
"j( let nt the onnget the weak;I and1( Ilt

the weak respect the strong. Let the rich
minister aid to the poor; and let tbe poor give
tlanîks to (od, because le hath given him one
through whom his wants may be supplied. . . .
lIo that is pure in the flesh, let him b so, and
not hoast, knowinig that it is Another who
bestoweth lis continenice upon him" (38).

St. Polycarp ailso says : " Our widows must
be sober-minded as touching the faith of the
Lord, miîaking intercession without ceasing for
all mon, abstaining from ail calumny. evil speak-
ing, fiso witness, love of money, and every evil
thing, knowing that they are God's altar, and
that all sacrifices are carofully inspected. . . .
In like mannor also the younger men must be
blameless in ail things, caring for purity beflore
overything and curbing themsolves from every
evil " (5).

But the unknown Hlomilist drî'aws another
and a sad picture. It is of the elfect oft incori-
Misteicy between profession and14 praci icu. " The1
fLord saith, Evory way My naine ii biaheîiod
among all the Gontilos; and aigaiir, Woe into
him by reasor of whom1 My Naine i blasphemn-
ed. Whorin it is blaspioned ? in that you
dIo not the things whici i desire. For the (ron-
tiles, when they lcar fromt our nonitlis the
oracles of God, Ilairvel at them for their beauty
and greatiess ; thon when they discover tait
Onr works are not worthy of the words whici

ve peak, fhrihwith they botake theniselves to
blasphemy, saying that it is In idle story and
a doliusion. For wheni they hoar from us that
Giod siiti, It is no thalik illto you, il' yo love
thoim that love you, bu t this is thaIik unito you,
if yu love your eneines and thei that hato you;
whin tLhy hear those things, I say, they marvel

t their oxceeding good ness; but when they see
i lat we not only do not love thein that hato us,
but not ovon them that lovO us, tUy ILtlugh us
to scorn, und the Naine is bhisphomed " (13).

These are soie of the lessons to be loarned
fron the writings of the Apostolic Fathers. But
we imLay a1lso learn Imhtiel fron

17. Their onissions.
We nay notice the coi plete abl)sOiee of m:any

errors and abuscs which i fterwards spotted
the vlhibe robe of the Church. Thus, there is
nothing to support the arrogant pretensions of
t lie iBishops of Rome. t t is true that the ChIurclh
of' Roio is grooted by St. Ignatius as shu
" that ha«Lth the presidency ii the coun t ry of the
region of the Roaniis, being worthy of' God,
vorthy ot'honour,wortiy of ilicitatin, worthy

of* prnise, vorthy of siccess, worthy in purity,
and having the pre.sideicy of' livo." I those
vords he accords to her the presidency ainong

sistui'r-u s, not the siumay over thein.
Suicl presidenCy we niay be wilIing to accord
again,if she become once iore" worthy in pity

ui havinig the preiidoneeu i love.' Again,
althoulgh the Loanii JEsiUs is called "Son of
Mary," there is not the slightest trace of any
homatige toi her. The same remnark is tre of'
overything elWe wnich was discarded by the
Chnrch of' i Englaiid, wi'hen she reîtirnud to priml-
it ive doctrine and praletice.

'le tostiioiy of the Apostolic Fathers k in
noq) way diacrodited by their adilitted bleiisihOs.
Sich lis their belief in the current fables about
the phnix and Lot's wie, texts filsely quoted,
or fanciftully iiiterpretod. These are but marks
showiing the hand of the human workman. as
distinguislied from t ie machine. The important
fact is ihat their testimony is liniiistakablel adiiid
Iuanins to what was bolieved anu practicedl
in the primitive Chturh. It is incoiceivable
that any of those who diflier fromiî us could
honestly study those writi ngs itlioit adinitingîl
that the Churci of the Prayer Book is iin the
fuiillest sense Aposiolic in governimlent, doctrine,
and practice.

Tfhere i a widespread misapprehension as to
the ise and vailue of the early Fathe'rs. Manîy
think thatt historie hurchmen appeal to theni
uiider the dlusion that their private opinions

should carry weight, and that their statermnot,
of' doctrine are authoritative. But we qu'e
the Fathers for the same reason that our Pr
Book and Articles quote them; narncIv' t
prove that our views on certain essential (jr i,
portant questions are not novel (and theretor
false), or to prove that our doctrine or jractie
i% Primitive or even Apostolic. The A' poîst
Fathers were men of no learning, of no origin-
ality, and of no critical judgmont. ILt would
strango if it were otherwise, whon " not n:iy
wise men, not many mighty, not many ili

were called." But these deficiencies renider
thoir testimony the more valuable. We (-are
little for their opinions as such; we thank Glo
for the unspeak:able gift of their united, strait-
lorward testimony. In these days when :i.
vanced crities tear the New Testament int,
shreds, when sectarians tell us that we have i
Scriptural standiinîg ground, and when min i
all parties confidently ippeal to thc Bible to
establish the most contradictory views, it i.
.something to know on the unimpeachable testi-
mony of mont who had been with the Apostle'.
i hat the Apostles " were fully aissired tironiglj
tle resurrection of ouir Lord Jestus Christ," al
on account thereof ' despised death, nay, t ie'
vre foud superior to death ;'" that tho follmy-
ing Ianguage was used of Holy Baptis is ear y
as the midillo of the second hlf of the first cin.
tury : V go down into the water laden ithi
sins and tilth, and rise up from it bearing frui
in the boart, resting our fear and hope on Jei.
in the spirit;" that lit the close of the first een
tnry the lloly Eucharist vas siaid toe o l that
sacrifice spokon of by t.he Lord, Ii overy phlwe
and at every tino ofYer Me a pure sacritiec ;
and that at the beginning of the second ceiitiirî'

apart from deacons, presbyters and the bishoi,
there " was "l not even the io ot a Clhureli."
S) far as we know or can conjecture, the wit-
iess of St. loinont comes from Roie, or ßarn.
abas from Alexaiidria, of the Didache fron soie
obscure cornuer of Palestino, of St. Ignatiius fromn
A ntioch, of St. Polycarp fron Smyrna, and oi
the Unkiowi lomilist froin no one kîium's
where ; and yet all with one hcart and voice,
as tar as they can testify lit ail, bear witnaes to
the t'ruths which are now unjustly implgueil as
Roih. Althougi the ionoiy very early simtved
tares it eanntiot be that the whole Church, so tair
a1s it is knîovi to us, crred from the truti duir.
ing the lifetiime 'of the compalnions of' the
Apostles. Even the Jews wiîo entered Canîîîaan
"served the Lord ail the days of the elders that
out-lived JoshIa." if the vieys o the in iiiistry
and sac'amets stated ab Ive conuld be disproved
from the writings of the A istolie Fathers.,
should ilot we huar iuîc h of the valie of the ir
testimoiy ? As a iatter of' fact, leariied Dis-
senters ire never tired of uivoting the isolated
opinions et ene 'or two oi the Fathers igainst
Episcopacy, although their novel speculations
wero forid several 'enturies later.-Irishi Eeclesi-
astic'al Ga:tte.

THEi i "CO2M FORTAB3LE" SEASON OF"
LENT.

We like that good old word in its old Eng-
lisi sense as applied to the season of Lent.

rient is mîost comfortable to one who rightIl
observes and lses it.

Let is make it so to ourselves.
To niake Lent coinfortable sec to it that it is

lot a shai. Lut it cost yolu something.
Let it cost yoii all you can give in time :ind

service and money.
It is your olppior'tuuiity to find out the trutih

about y-ouirself-to find ouit what place you
h:ive giveil your hope of Eternal Lit in the list
of things valiable to you.

il our Blessed Lord needed a Lent to pre.
pare limself lor lis great work, do not yoi
need it every year to iel) vou to go rightly
Ibou t 'oir work ?-Selected.

February -28, 1894.


