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PAPER FOR DISCUSSION BY
OUR BRANCHES.

By Mr. E. Starrord Howarp, VICE-
Cuarman C.EI'.S.

10 influence public opinion is
the only way to secure re-
form, whether Temperance or
other. Organised as our So-
ciety is now in every diocese, its
influence on public opinion should
be very powerful if properly exerted.
Organised as it should be in every
parish in the Kingdom, it would be
1rresistible.

The causes of intemperance are
many. Eachmust be met on its own
ground, cach must be attacked in
detail, and here, in a score of ways,
both sections of the Society can work
in hearty co-operation.

Wherever there is a living branch
of the C.E.T.S. the battle is going
on, Bit by bit the ground is being
contested, bit by bit the enemy is
falling back. But the progress is
slow, the forces of habit, taste, und
money-making are not easily dis-
lodged. The brunt of the work of-
ten falls upona few ardent members,
here and there, and in a great mea-
sure is unmethodical, spasmodic, ebb-
ing here, flowing there, intermittent
and irregular.

'I'o bring the full pressure of our
organisation to Dear eflectually upon
public opinion. it is very desirable
to direct public attention as far as
possible simultaneously throughout
the country to certain practical and
definite reforms. '

Many branches, especially in the
country , find a dificulty in keep-
ing up their meetings regularly, in
getting speakers, in varying the inte-
rest of the meetings.

With & view to meet these two re-
quirements the Council at its annual
meeting last May passed the follow-
ing resolution :—* That the Lxecu-
tive be requested by notice, publish-
ed in TuE TEMPERANCE CHRONICLE,
to invite attention at the commence-
ment of each quarter of every year to
some onc pressing and special ques-
tion rolating to Temperance reform,
and that all branches be requested
to take up such question at onc
meeting at least during the current
quarter, so that important questions
may be simultaneously discussed,
and public opinion educated upon
them."

The Executive Committee, carry-
ing this out, resolved as follows on
June z.—That it is desirable that
childrenunder the age age of sixteen
should not be served with intoxicat-
ing drink in publichouses, whether
for themselves or for others, and that
our branches be urged to keep this
question to the front, with a view of
amending the law in the next Par-
liament.”

Whilst the reformation of the in-
temperate and the removal of the
causes of intemperance are very great \
and integral parts of our work, every- !
one will probably admit that, on the-
sound principle that prevention is
better than cure, the great hope of
ultimatesuccess in the Temperance !
movement lies in persuading parents
to bring up their children as total

t
abstainers and members of Bands of

Hope, and in using every possible’.'

means to encourage them to remain !
50.
Whatever may be the difference of |
opinion as to legislative interference l
on behalf of men, there is piactically

none as to the wisdom and expedien- |
cy of safeguarding children. "Qur;
statute books furnish many instances |
of such interference, both old and
recent. We protect them from long
hours of labour ; we interfere to pre-
vent their ill-treatment; we compel
their attendarce at school ; we insist
on their being vaccinated. But the
evils which result from over-work, ill-
treatment, ignorance, and disease, are
manifestly not greater than those
which flow from the one fatal source
of intemperance. Sureiy, then, ifwe
step inby legislation to protect them
from the lesser, we shall only be con-
sistent is doing the same in the case
of the greater evil.

In “Onand Off Daty ” for Febru-
ary, 1889, a reliable monthly maga-
zine circulating amongst the police, it
was stated that in London alone in
the last year, 590 children under ro
years of age were taken up in Lon-
donin a state of intoxication, 1,500
under 14,and 2,000 under 21. There
can be little doubt that many of these
poor children were first led astray by
being sent for drink to the public-
house and then rewarded by a taste
of it for themselves, until they ac-
guired a liking for it and ;began to
help themselves, 1o it when and how
they could. It is 2 common thing
for even the most respectable people
to send children on such errands.
Only the other day, ina parish where
active Temperance work is carried
on, a very respectable woman occupy-
ing the house where the infants’ Sun-
day-school is held, sent alittle boy,
who happened to come carly, to the
public house with twopence to get
beer for her husband, and rewarded
him with a drink when he came back.
It was reported to the mother, who
complained to the Vicar. Upon
his remonstrating with the woman
for her action she was quite surpris-

ed that anyonc should think it
wrong. She scemed to think it
quite a natural thing to do. She

thinks differently now, but there are
thousands who don’t think about it
at all, and these we must reach
and educate to regard the matter in
a different light.

Again, o handbill was widely dis-
tributed in a district near London
announcing that on the following
Sunday in June very child fetching
beer from a certain publichouse
would be presented with a packet of
sweets, obviously to stimulate the
practice of sending children to get
drink, as likely to encourage drink-
ing amongst old and young. Is there
not good cause, then, for a combin-
ed attack upon this system? Weare
making great eflforts to strengthen
our Bands of Hope, to extend Tem-
perance teaching in our schools ; and
we shall not be doing our duty to the
cause we 1re fighting for unless we
get all the protection;we can for the
children against temptation, whether
coming—alas ! that it should have to
be said—from their own parents, or
from anyone else.

This can be done in two ways. (1)
By influencing parents; creating a

local feeling against thé custom, so-

that it may come to be condemned.
(2) By influencing Parliament to le-
gislate against children under sixteen
years ofage being served with drink
in publichouses. - Both these objects
can only be secured by public dicus-
sion ; therefore let our branches
throughout the country take the
matter up, discuss it at public meet-
ings, pass resolutions about it, address
their Patliamentary candidates upon
it, and keep it well to the front.
Anattempt was made to deal with the
question in the present Parliament,
but the measure was mutilated and
rendered of very little use as a
protection- to children ; they can
still be sent to buy drink, so long as
they do not drink it themselves in
the publichouse.

Soon we shall have a new House
of Commons. Amidst the many
questions raised Dy party conflict,
let us, as neutrals, press this one.
Given a righteous cause, a deter-
mined band of workers, persevering
and enthusiastic in its support pu-
blic opinion will soon come round
in their favour, and Parliament will
first listen and then legislate as
desired.
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M. 5. BROWN & co,, |
EETABLISHED A.D. 1840,
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ALTAR FURNITURE, JEWELLERY
Axp Siver Wank,

138 Granville steet, Halifax. N, §,

Our speclal chalice 74 Inches hiuh, 4l
bowl and Paten 8 Inched, with gilt surfacy
of superior quality E. B.on White Meta)
and Crystal Cruet with Maliere Cross alop.
per, at §l4 per set. Ig admirably adaptey
for Missions of Rmall Parlshes, Where ap.
propriate articles at small cost are re.
qulred.

The same set K. P. on Nlickel, per set $18 ¢
Crystal Cruets, slngly, each. ,p P .bl:i (-.ou
E. P. Bread Boxes, hinged c.ver and
frogt, 2 x2yxlineh ...couc.o0.. .., 230
Brass Altar Crorses, 15 10 24 Inch, $10 to 513
Brass Allar Desks.......... Cibarens 8§10 2%
Brass Altar Candlesticks, per Palr, Sto I
Brass Altar Vases, plaln and lllum. 5 (o 12
Brass Alms Dishes, 12 and 14 Inch., i
partly or wholly decorated, each 85) to'13

¥reight prepaid Lo Montreal on sales
Manltoba and further West. les for

THE INSTITUTE LEARLRY

CHURCH SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

Senior and Junior Series.

Based on the well-known publica-
tions of the Church of England
Sunday-school Institute, London.

Used largely in all the Canadian
Dioceses and heartily approved
by many Bishops.

—

Recommended by the Synods of Mon.
{real, Ontario und Torontn. nnd by ihe in.
ter-Diocesan Sunday-Schoola Conference
embracing Delezates from flve dloceses.

Now In the Eleventh year of publication,

Prepared by the Sundsy-School Commit-
tee of the Torontc Dioeese, :and published
by Messra. Rowsell & Hutehlson, Toronto
at the low rate of Six cents per copy, per
annum. The CHEAPEST LEAFLET lu the
world. Moderate In tone, sound in Chareh
doctrine, and true to the principles of the
Prayer Book, New Serles on *The Prayer
Book,' and * The Acls of the Apostles.' be-
ging with Advent next.

Send for sample coples and all particulars
Address ROwSELL & HUTCHISON, 76 King

street, East Toronto.

ESTABLISHED (848,

The News

AND

Eastern Townships Advocatc.
FOUR EDITIONS :—St. Johns, Magog,
Knowlton and Huntiogdon,

E, R.Smith & Son.Publishers

GUARANTEED, The Largest
Circulation of Any Newspaper
in the Province of Quebec

Qutside the City of Montreal.

Subseription $1.00 a year or Clubled
with THE GUARDIAN for 8$2.00 a year.

Advertising rates for one or all
Edltions, Moderate.

BOOK AND JOB PRINTING

Promptly Done in the most
ARTISTIC STYLE.
MONTREAL OFFICE :~48 Impertal Bull-
ding, Place D'Armes Square. :
HEAD OFFICE, 8T. JOHNS, P.Q.



