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4,333,373 gallons ; French—1876,1,128,410 gal--

lons, 1875, 1,178,516 gallons ;- other countries—
1876, 930,492 gallons, 1875, 888,744 gnllons.
“Totnls—1876, 13,595,411 gallons; 1875, 14,277,
380 gallons. Spirits,—Brandy--1876, 10,583,267
gallons, 1875,10,929,549 gallons.” Rum.—1876,
- 1,254,262 gallons, 1875, 6,008,391 gallons.
The stock in store at Londuen, St. Katherines,
and Victorin Docks, on Mareh 1, were: Brandy
-—2,330° puncheons, 5,195. hogshoads, 28,237
quarter casks, against 1,531 puncheons, 61,008
hogsheads, 24,971 quarter: casks; at same’ date
in1876—an increase cqual to 3,654 puncheons,
Port—15,384 pipes, 7,640 hogsheads 4,001 auarier
casks, ngninst 15,544 pipes, 7,648 hogsheads, 5,-
169 quarter casks, at corresponding date of pre-
ceding year——a- decrease equal to 456 pipes.
Sherry—12,475 buts, 14,369 hogsheads, 12,192
- quarter casks, against 14,821  butts, 15,731
‘hogsheads, 14,651 quarter casks at same date
in ~1876—na  decrease . cqual ~to - 3,141 butts.
French—358 pipes, 8,235 hogsheads,386 quarter
casks, against 422 pipes, 7,472 hogsheads, G17
quarter casks at like date last’ year—an in-
.‘crease equal to 260 pipes.

Soroson - Axp Lire Issurance.—There are

guite a number of Mark Tapleys among our,

translineal cousins if we may judge from the
facetious way in which ' they treat the subject
of Life Insurance, which surcly is, in its present
agpect in the United States, n matier rather for
tears than laughter. The following is 2 speci-
men: |
#QOne. day, just after. King Solomon had
written'a column of ‘solid nonpareil wise and
moral proverbs, le touk his eidest son by the
elbow, :led’ him ‘down . the ‘back stairs of the
palace, through the back’ yard, l)ust the wood-
- shéd, out into the ailey, backed him, up behind
Ahitophel's wood-pile, looked warily. around to
see that no one was: listening, and whispered
intu the young maw’s ear, “my son,a little
office in'a 'spread-eagic life-insurance company
- i better. than a ‘cart-load of preferred. stock in
.the Ophir mines.” And .then’ the monarch
‘threw his head on_one side, drew in his chin,
shut one eye, and gazed at his offspring in
silence.; . Three " years afterward, when the
Great, Hebraic. Consolidated " Stormy "Jordan

‘Life' Assurance Company, of which that intelli-:

gent young Prince was:@President, went into

bankruptey; the young mau was able to let his’

-father, whe was a little short at the time, have

275,000 shekels for minety . days, on his simple.

note of hand.” . :
"/ FIRE RECORD. ‘
Port Nelson, Aprh 4.-"The grain warchouse
‘of Mr. Hugl' Cotter; containing about five
thousand bushels of grain; was totally constimn-
ed by fire. 'Insurance, on. grain unknown.
- Warehouse insared in the Victoriz Mutual.

. Jarvie, Apiil 4—Fire broke out in Elmer &'
" Burts'" carringe: works, completely. destroying
them, and damaging the adjoining hotel and -

‘dwelling on either side. ' The, total loss on all
+ ;the buildings' is $3,000; nearly covered by insur-
ance, ! N . B o .
. Seaforth, April: 4.—Fire broke out in Thos.

- Stephens’ new hotel.. - Dumnge about two hun-

““'dred dollars, principally by smoke and water. .

. Belleville,. Ont., .April 5.--Fire occurred in
-“house ocenpied by James Bain, West Belleville;
- loss, $200 ; no insurance. : [

Port Nelson; Ont.,. April 5.—The losses by the :

" tire'on the. 4t inst. are as follows :—On" wheat

ccowned by Messrs.. W. & J. Spink, Duflin’s
. .-Creek, nearly: $6,000, supposed to-be nearly’

scovered by insurance; wheat'and barley owned
LBy Mrs H. Cotter, -abont’ $2,000 ;- on building,
&c., 54,000, partly. covered by insurance.
CUrNapanee, April 5.—The steamer ¢ Norfolk,”
cUlying at Lane’s wharf, wis'discovered.in flumes
and was burned-down:to- the guards.
owneid by Capt. Collier, of Artoburgh; and in-

' “sured; for: 84,000 in"the Stndacona, which will ;
- hardly cover the loss.  The origin of' the.firc is

: ‘A mystery. o

cendinry. L . )
' Brantford, April'11.-=A fire in ‘the Walerous

.partially insured.
s different parts ‘of the village, from the flying
ccinders, L ; :

-contents,
cand farm implements. ” Loss $2000.
~the Bay of Quinté Mupunl for 8700,

She was ¢

“Gheapside, Ont.,, April 6.—Residence of Mr.
James Evans destroyed by fire. Loss, $300 ; in-
ured for $3500.

Halifux, April 6. A barn near the North West
Arm, rented by Mr. Jones, ;\[.P.,'bul‘ucd, with
contents,. consisting of bay, sleighs and car-
riages. s K

Plantagenet, April 6.—FHouse of Lounis Char-
Bonean burned. : Insured in Provincinl for

- $600 on house and in. the Beaver l'pr $200 on

furniture. .
Quebee,” April T.—A large wooden dwelling
house, owned aund oceupied by Mr. Pellerier,: at
St. Joseph de Levis, was burned.down. Insured
in the lsolated Risk Insurance Company for
$8000; and bis furniture for $500 in the Ottawa

. Agricultural Company.

Humilten April 9.~Fire in ‘stable nsed by
Jacob Cerf; building and contents entirely
destroyed, including two horses and a waggon
load of jewellery, &e., valued at $1,;500. - -

Whitby, April 11.—~Dwelling of W. O'Dono-
van: entirely destroyed. Total loss, incinding
building and contents, is between. 38,000 and
$9,000, msured as follows; Provincial on house
32,000 ; Western on contents $2,000 ;. National
on contents $1,000. .

Halitax, Apri} 11.—Fire at. Amlicrst destroyed
Smith's corner store, MeLaughlin’s house, shop
and photographic suloon. :

Clifton, April 11.— The south-east corner’ of
the Custom Humse Bloek was discovered on
fire; and the whole block  was shortly in

finmes ; it was a three-story building, and was

oceupicd by Pierce Hownrd & Co., bunkers,
&e.; Dominion Telegraph Co. ; H,-Preston, cns-
toms broker; Bailey: & ‘Bunting, sugar mer-
chants ; R Low, grocer; A.- G. Hill, Police
Magistrate ; Oddfellows and; Jree Mnsons’
Lodges, and other offices the -upper part’ of
the buitding ‘was gccupied by H't M. Customs.

The five gained so rapidly that it prevented the.
- saving-of books, furniture, &e.; origin. of . the

fire unknowt,
- “Collingwood, 'Ajii’il 11.—Fire - broke -out in

" the brewery lately rin by Mr. A, Cameron, The

It is said to Le-insured

building. was burned.
Supyosed to be the work of an in-

for 51,500,

moulding and pattern-shops was quickly extin-
guished ;loss not heavy. : i
Neweastle, Ont.; April 11.—A :fire ‘entirely
consumed the marble works' of J.. McDonald ;
very little stock was saved ; loss about $2,000;
13 houses were ‘on fire: in

Picton, -April. 11.—Barns and stables of
John Lovell and G: G, Hallowell burned with
Fourteen head of cattle, two horses
Insured in

S@onvmeretal, .

MONTREAL GENERAL MARKETS..
E . MoxTrEAL 12th April, 1877,
- Trade generally. at the close of last week

~wasquite devoid of animation and butslittie
business was transacted, but’ during this week -

the almost ‘certain prospect. of .an immedinte

-opening 'of navigation, has tended: to brighten
“this' market and “induce purchusers 1to sup-

ply ' themselves more : liberally for " tlie’ open-

ing of the retail Spring trude. The fine weather

we have had bas told ‘more especially:on the

“dry goods’ trade: and-led.to some fuir repent
orders which;: however,’ have not- been. very.:

equnlly distributed. Remittances to. the penersl

“wholesale trade have slightly improved, though
The Fall

not yet by any means sutisﬁlctor\','.

wheat promises well aud. thongh ‘much too

cearly yet to venture.on any prophecies vegarvid-
ing the crops whiclican be viewed as reli

there is reason to hope that a bountiful harvest
may  be in’ store” for us; a: “ consummation

devoutly {o be wished,” under present -ciicum- -
stances.. S:me. disappointment is- felt here, as*

this .department.

able,

well as in the United States at the lack of that
improvement . in ‘the condition of Ameriean
teade generally so confidently looked for afier
the Presidential.election had “been settled, for
bad trade there re-acts always more or m-_-'s on
us, If they are favored ‘with a move than
average horvest it will, we trust do much 1o
amend the commereinl outlook. Mean time we
have some cnuse to congratulnte ourselves on
the ‘fact of a slight increase in the amount of
our imports at Montreal for the quarter, ending
31st Mareh, as contrasted with the s.‘\mequm'tcﬁ-
of last year, a result forescen by usin our re-
views of the principnl branehes of teade for
Inst yenr. The returns for this quarter are ;—

1876, 1877,
January........81,1
February....... 2,56
March 1,

$5,400.920 S5,
Increase..,......$39.516

We feel pretty conlident that this is one indea-
tion of a turn of the tide of prosperity and are
hopeful” that nothing will occur to prevent jis
flow throughout the rest ‘of the year. Failures
m all departments of trade, however, still con-
tinne unpleasantly abundant, 'and the weeding
out proe:ss £0 necessary to pive room for
growth 1o those whose pusition justilies it is
cvidently not yet completed. ~ 'I'he money mar-
ket continties devoid of change,

Asups.~Receipts fair.  Advices from Liver-
pool by cable are of a discouraging tenor, yet
prices here have ndvanced to $¢ 15 to $4.20 for
First Pots, and even 34.25 for very choice
taresi the market, however, is slightly casier
al the close. BSeconds scarce, at” $3.30, No
Thirds to be had. L earls—No receipts and no
sules ; any quotations would be purely nominal;
there isno demand. © The receipts of Ashes for
the year have been 2¢20 brls Pots: and 94 bils
Pearls. - The deliveries 1715 brls Pots and. 25
brls Penrls and the stock in store at sixo'clock
this evening was. 3520 brls' Pots and 841 brlsg
Pearls. e

Boors Axp Siors.—There is not much doing
now, except finishing up orders taken during
the winter.© Travellers are” not generally out
a3 yet on their second trips, but the sorting-up
trade seems likely to be'light, . Prices remain
without mmaterinl change.

DuuGs. axn Curmicans.—Not much change

to notein any direction. A moderate amount

of business is being donie and orders are coming
in pretty freely for shipment at opening of
navigation,. "In- this'-connection considerable
anxiety is’ felt- regarding ‘opening. of Lachine
canal as reports ave in' circulation that it will
be well on-to midile of- May, before water ean
be let in, | This will cause considerable incon-
venience if true—0ils—Turther reports from
Newfoundlaud, show a fair average Seal Fish-
ing and tlie -market here is quiet and without
change -in | Seal Oil. "~ Cod 0il is being offered
pretty frecly at 53 -, 10 55c. for A Inspected ”
in good round lots. Olive Oil, in sympathy with
Buglish market is » litile: ensier. . Uther Oils
without change.  Naval Stores—Turpentine is
rather-easier-in - New Yorls, but will .be com-
parntively higher liere’ until navigation. Tar

.and rosins are in: fuir demund, without_change

in prices. . LPaints are in good: demand at for-
mer quotations, . . .

Dity Goons.—The wholesale trade has been
kept well engaged during the current week by
the many. buyers who. have been in our city
doing the usual buying at  this season of the
year.:“Gash veceipts  continue to show a slight
improvement. - 'The retail’ trade report a brisk
trade, and the- generil aspects of both whole-
sale and retafl are cheering /-
~Furs  axpSking,—No change to. report in
We  repeat. previous quo-
tations i—Rat, Fall,  10c.. Lo l4c.;  Do.  Win-
ter, ‘13¢. “to 16c ;- Coon, 25¢, to  60¢.;- Fox,
Red, Tic. to £1.23.; Fox, Cross, 5200 to
$3.005 Marten, DPale, Tic. -to S1.00; Mink,
Westerin Canada, ' good colors,” $1.50 to $2.00;

“Mink, Eastern® Ganada, prime large $1.50 1o

$2.00; ‘Mink, Eastern Cunada,. prime small,

. 8L.00 -to '$1.50; .Otter, Dark, prime, $5.00 to



