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THE MAKERS OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA.

and [ may simply say that the weight of
authority goes to show that the sec-
tion delineating northeastern America
shows the discoveries of Cortereal and
Cartier up to the date of 1344, and
clearly places the landfall on the Island
of Cape Breton. Sebastian Cabot pro-
bably gave the information which
formed the basis for the map, if he did
not actually draw it himself, and must
have also suggested the legend which
refers to the discovery of Prima Vista
on St. John’s day. The actual site of
the landfall will always be a matter
of controversy unless some document
is found among musty archives of
Europe to solve the question to the sat-
istaction of the disputants who wax hot
over the claims of a point near Cape
Chidley, on the coast of Labrador,
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Breton. One of the weightiest essays
on the question has been written by
Dr. S. E. Dawson,* who, with much
learning and critical acumen, argues in
favour of Cape Breton—the most east-
ern point of the island of that name—
and of the Isleof Scatari, as Cabot’sland-
fall, and the island stated in the legend
to be ‘‘over against” (‘ex adverso ), the
Prima Vista of the disputed map.

On the 24th of June, 1897, the peo-
ple of Bristol laid the foundation of a
stately monument in honour of Cabot
on Brandon Hill, which recalls that
mysterious Island of St. Brandon, for
which the adventurous sailors of the
old seaport sought in vain long before
the voyage of 1497. On the same
day the Royal Society of Canada
placed with appropriate ceremonies a
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THIS TABLET I8 IN HONOUR OF THE FAMOUS NAVIGATOR

JOHN CABOT

Who under authority of letiers-patent of HENRY VI directing him % conguer
occupyrand possess for ENGLAND all lands he mmfi'd in whatever part of the
workd they be! sailed in a BRISTOL Ship THE

\TTHEW.and first planted

A

pl
@ | /M| theflags of ENGLAND and VENICE on the 2L of Junc 1,97 on the north castern &
53] | scaboard of NORTH AMERICA and by his discoverics in this and the follouing year
(8| oave toENGLAND a claim upon the Continent which the colonizing spirit f her
;@)«; oY _soes made good in later times. opcn
N 8 was placed in this hall by the ROYAL SOCIETY of CANADA in JUNE 1897
(13) | ~hon the BRITISH ENPIRE was cokbrating the SIXTIETH Anniversary of the
W | Accession of Hor M D;;v.?UEEN VICTORIA during whosc beneficent mcl'yn the
(5) Dominion y’G‘INE’c Ahag extended from the shores.first scen by C4BOTand frglish
4 sa/lonﬁarﬁandred oars before. to the far Ra.cﬁc coast.
,G), f’z e - His ExcecLEncy TiE Eane o ABERDEEN
rf T\ € OBNIN.DD Prrt RSC frcnamwor o i Governar-General of Canada
B3AJ | 6 sounmor. LG Hon 6e0. REC. Crry on Buistoi Dercoares  Ais Howoon MBOALY. Licutcnant Governor
s v Y i T Banken, P o of Nova Scotia
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THE CABOT TABLET, AT HALIFAX.
Placed by the Royal Society of Canada, on June 24th, 1897.

of Bonavista, on the east shore of
Newfoundland, of Cape North, or
other point on the Island of Cape

brass tablet in the old Province Build-
ing of Nova Scotia. In view of the
controversies with respect to the site

*Trans. Roy. Soe. Can., Vol. XIIL., O\ and Vol il., i«% b«c/ 2. ‘A“n:l:kr;ishop QO'Brien, in his presidential

address at the Cabot celebration, took issue with Dr. Dawson on certain points and
while adhering generally to the Cape Breton theory. See Trans. tor 1897, Vol. I11., N.S.
the lead in this interesting discussion among scholars of Europe and America.

assumed an original groun
The Royal Society has taken



