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PASSENGER CARRIAGES PAST AND PRESENT.

By I. ). 11É-Bride.

I N July Iast, it was sixty-five ersînce th e first raîlroad in Canada
was opened.

Howevcr, this statement, taken by
îtself, is apt to be misleading te those
who know our railways only as they now
exist. People are so accustomed to
travel at present with a degree of safety,
comfort and luxury thait princes of the
blood could nlot commiand a hundred
years ago, or less, thiat it is almost
impossible for them to torm a proper
conception of the conditions of travel
that existed in the days of their fathers.
This railway wvas a lione..horse aiffair,"
literally, at least it was a horse rail\\ay,
and the trains were flot as speedy,
commodious and comfortable as those
whîch now ply on our suburban electric
roads.

It was nlot until the eventful year
1837 that steam traction was employed
and the whistle of the locomotive en-
gifle was heard in the land. There
scarcely can be any doubt but that it
created a sensation when the shrill
screech first was heard echoing
through the country, though nowadays
Ît causes no more than a passing
thought, even in the remotest districts.
One can imagine, however, that, with the

other stirrillg< evcnt-s which occupied
men's minids 1 ri thatt yc:ar, it attracted
Iess notice thani worild otherwise have
been the case.

Besides this, fast steami power was
flot altogether a novelt ' ini the country,
for, twentv-vcight yea!;rs befo 1re, on the
3rd of Nov embeir, 189 thle first steam-
er in Canaiýda had made the voyage
from Montire.al to Quebec in the then
remarkable time of sixty-six hours.
This steamer which wvas known as the
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