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genotation.  The plan of the work is in itself
attractive, viz., that of grouping facts and events
into chapters whieh typify and illustrate the
formative péeviads of the eountry's growth rather
than the setting forth in minate detail of the
history from year to year. This procedare gives
room for pi-turesque writing, and present< the
events of the time in a guise wost acceptable to
the general reader. The work, we may add, has
the aid of cxvellent typograpy, nud is enrichad
by n nuwber of portraits of prominent men,
faitly well engrived on woud, and, generally
spenking, good likeuosses, -

In the title, A Mopaudar [istory of the Domin-
wn of Lawwldu, from the discovery of Awerica lo
the pirescnt time, by the Rev. W. H. Withrow,
M.AL we have a clue to the character of the
work issued by the talented editor of the Cane-
dinn Methodist Magazing, The work is esseu-
tally w popular history, covering the whole
ground of the national sunals, with a necessarilly
brief but intelligible outline of the history of
each sepurate Provines, It iy especially attrae.
tive in its treatment of the earlier history of the
counlry ; its narrative of the explorers and dis.
coverers, the heroie struggle between the two
races for possession of the continent—the story
of the Jexnit missions, the histories of the Tudian
tribes, wnd the gradual colonization knd neateriul
development of the Dominion being particularly
well browght cut avd sympathetically delineated,
The narrative of the later history, the incidents
of the American Revolutionary War, the settle.
ment of the Upper Provines by the 11, K. Loyal-
ists, the political struggles which preceded the
rebellion vra, anil the mare teeent story «f Con.
federation, sy well as the npational growtiy and
developruent of the country, find n Ritting
treatment aud appreciative consideration. The
wirk 1s deserving of its suceess to which the
anthor's pleasant style of narration contributes
rome-thing  aud it bids Diir to retasto e fiem hold
upon public favour ax a lively and faithful nar-
rative of Canadian history.

In the department of * history and biography”
our French rompatriots have not bren quite idle
during the past two years,  Though the Eng.
lish writer in the Upper Provinee 13 at no litle
disadvantage in chronicling their Hterary wud r.
inges, from the absenece of information as to

the doing of the fittrratesrs of Quebee, and the
difticulty of meeting with the publication of the
Lower Canndian press in the West, Those who
control the public Hbruries of the Upper Pro-
vince greatly fail in therr duty o manifesting
so dittle fnterest in the writings of litetary men
in the Bister Trovinee, whose industry snd his.
tovie pride in the literature of their section of
Canada are notalls characteristics which
" eredit to their intellizenee and pablic spdrit.
So fur as we Liave been able to glean, however,
the chief contriliitions to history issting from
Freneh Canola appent to consist of papers read
befare the Histortcal Societies of Montreal and
Queher, aml of drecfisres coutainiug historieal
memor-nda relating to persons and. events in
the earlier life of the country.  The mest im.
portant of these is the Seventh Volume of Mew.
Girs pllmi-ﬁlu-d )»)‘ St Nowir?d /'l'(xﬂ‘e’q‘t"l’r‘t de Mon
trial which deals with the Fovage o Aalim en
Awdriper, sud has been translated and e tted
by M. L. N. Marchaosd, a Montres] advocate.
Kalin, who was a Swedish botauist of distinetion
and a Professor of the University of Ppsada, was
seleeted Ly the great Linmeus to wake a vovage
to the United States asd Canada, nnder the
auspices amd at the expease af the By Aca-
Ay at Stockholm, His jairpose was 1o make
o vollection of sreds of plants wnd tiees native
to the New Wnrld' ated o deserthe the ]'ii_\_ Sivat
features and natural productions of the country.
The expedition wis undertaken in 1743, 00
covered a period of tour years, duing which he
explored the country from Philadelphia to the
Witite Mountains, thenee rio Athany ard Saras
toga, to Nugara Falls and back to the (riaker
City.  From the White Mouutains he seems to
have made his way o Quebiee, aod in his 3oar.
nals be jottal down matiers historieal and
scientitic which  Quebee sqvonts now  deem
worthy of reproduction. The present volume,
we understand, in ouly an instalment of the
work M. Marchand is about to prepare, snd does
not as yet deal with the Camadron portien of the
narrative,  The Moutreal Sceiety is te b enn.
gratulated o the result, o far, of M. Marclunsd's
work.—G. MewcEn Apass,
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THE MIRACLE OF LIFE,

The anxicus parent i1 accustomed 1o remark,
when a small boy s just escaped drowning, or
a small girl has narrowly Diled to fall out of
window, ** 1t is a wonder that children ever live
to grow up.”’  Still wore wowiertul s iy, in the
light of the revelations of sanitary scicuce, that
anvbody manages to live from one day to an-
other, Indeed, it iy little short of a miracle
that any one except an occasional savage igalive
at the present moment,

Ton or fifteen years ago, it was discovered
that nearly all onr food was adulterated, and
that the rest of it was normally unfit to eat.
Weo were told that our bread was made of the
most worthless parts of tlour, and was plenti-
fully poisoned with alum ; that our coflee was
chicory and beaus, our tea copperas and bireh
twigs, our wine chiefly sulphurie acid and log-
wood, and our beer Cocculus indicus,  As for
the meat sold in our markets, it was for the
most part ug unwholesome as our pure Orange
County wilk furnished by distillery-fed cows,
aud a man actually took his life in his hands
who voutured to eat pork.

Curionsly enough, we coutinus to consume
adulterated groceries and deadly butchers'-ineat,
and gtill live.  We ought all to have wasted
away long ago, or to have died with the ¢ horrid
pains '’ agserted by Mr. Mantilini to be insepar.
able from poisoning, It is barely possible that
the fact that our deugs are grossly adnlterated
iv the only thing that has saved us.  L'he adul-
teration of drugs iy conducted on a different
principle from the adulteration of food. The
drugs  being for the most part poisons, are
adulterated  with harmless substances.  The
man who fancies that he is taking six graing of
quinine iy really taking only one, and when a
docior preserities an ounee of Fpsom salts, the
druguist furnishes only a quarter of an ouee,
the remainder of the preseripiion being male
up of inert and innocuous substance, It inay
bt that by thus mitigating the character of the
medicine given us by doctors ostensibly to cure
diseases resulting from the use of adulterated
fuod, our lives have been prolonged uninten-
tionally by drugyists whose real and only puf-
puse was to 1uke mouney by dishonest means.

The alarm concerning adulterated food and
drugs had sumewhat subsided prier to the dis-
covery that mankind was doomed 1o immediate
extinetion by sewer gas.  People, finding that
they continued to live in spite of this habit of
daily poisoiuing themselves with deadly food,
were rapidly beeoming careless us to how much
wlinm and Cocordats (ndicus they might consume,
When, however, they found tha sewer gas was
Litling them with the swiftoess and crrtaiuty
uf prussie acid, they became seriously alurmed.
The doctors who nuude the discovery that all
the ills of lite were directly traceables v had
disinage, nud that good drddnage and iimmunity
from sewer gas wers absolutely unkoown, told
the most terrible tales of the condition of gur
hous-a. Our wretched system of plumbing was
»uch that every eity honse was a perpetusl re-
servoir of sewer gas, wiile bad drainage was
poisoning not merely the air, but the earth, in
every country town., We must infallibly die
either of diphtherin or typhoid fever; and as
for our childvens it was simply absurd to think
that they could survive their first year when
eonstantly expesed to the deadly sewer gas
There is no doubt that those sanitary aposthes
were inocarnest. Tudeed, drainage hecame a
passion with: them, and they devorsd all their
viiergies 1o convineing us that if we had drains
connectat with our houses, we would promiptly
die of diphtheria, amd that if we had no draius,
typheid fever would surely hurry us out of the
world,

Nevertheless, we still live.  Preople who had
inhabited honses before sewer gas ever attracted
attention, and who had never thought of con-
tructing diphtheria o typhoid fever, resoived to
risk the sewer gas a litthe Jonger, and actually
contrived o hve and preserve their health.
Lss reckless psople, gathering from the writings
of sanitary apostles that it was almost hopeless
to secure tnmunity from bad drainage voless o
despotie government shoull vndertake 1o drain
the country by fores, resigued themselves to
their fate.  Thure is nothing more certain than
that we ought ait to have dod of viseases resuit.
ing trom sewer ges and bad drainage long ago ;
but as we failed 1o die to any greal extent in
the way and mauner preseiibed Ly sanitary
apusties, it is probable that the dread of sewer
gas, Jike the dread of winlterated fuod, will
before very dong cease to greatly alarm the

pubiie.
Our last cattaz of alarm i< nudartas The subtie
poisan which was tonwerly found only in

swanpy regions Las now spread over the entire
cacittey. The uplands of New Jersoy and the
aranite hills of New Eunglandare full of it, We
caunot eseape ity whether we live in the eity or
the country, 1 it does not kil us outrnight and
swddeniy by producieg what are called ¢ con-
gestive chilis,™ it kills us noue the less surely
with intermitrent and remittent fevers, and
with a dozen other disewees that fasten upon us
in conseguence of the vnderminig of our con-
~titutiony by madaeiad poisen. We have mira-
cufously eseaped poisoning by adulierated fool,
we have managed in a perfectiy inexplicable
way to Jive in spite of sewer gas and biel drainage
but there ts—if we may believe the deetors-—unot
one chittee i a theusand that we can escape
the subtle and fatal pois ming of both mind and
body due ta malaria,

After all, nnalaria may not prove to be quite
so deadly as we are told that it is. May it not
he possivle that a few of the diseases which are
now ascribied toat, and some of the symptoms
which are held to be proofs of malarial poison,
have an entively ditferent ongin 1 However
this may be, we liave lived so long in spite of
the demenstrations that we ought to die, that
we masy reasouably hope that the human rase
will not e extirpated by malaria, at least with-
in the present generatiou.

SWORD AND PISTOL.

The duel scems to be serfonsly threatened
with cxtinetion in the land where of all others
it has lately been kept up with the greatest os.
teitation,  Freneh *Cattairs of henor' of the
most modern pattern are often enough ridi.
eulons burlesques, in which the combutauts,
standing oft at arms’ length, and making no-
thing worthy of the name of a lunge, do not
either expect or wish to do one another any
greater harm than inlicting a tlesh wound in
the arm.  8till, there have been several cases,
even within the last ten years, where a fatal
sword-thrust has been givon, cither by accident
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or intention, And for duels with firearms,
even when the pistols are loaded with half
charges of powder, it is obviouy that a fatal re-
sult must he still more likely to occur. It is for
Lthis reason—the impossibility of ensuring that
a pistol-shot shall not kill the man it hits—
that fire-arms have been generally discarded io
France in favor of the small sword, which most
rarely puts a duellist’s life in real peril.

Notwithstandingall this, un ingenious French
writer has just been taking upou himself to
teach his countrymen that fighting with the
pistol i a more scientific, gentlemanlike and
satisfictory molde of settling quarrels than a
combat with cold steel.  This gentlemin tdkes
up the mthe: navel growed that proficieney with
the pistol iy wn accomplishment ¢s creditbls to
the proficient, and as likely to do him henor
and give him pleasure, as any skill with the
foils.  Ile urges in favor of the now diseredited
and unfashionable weapon that a mman can
practice with it more convenizntly than with
the other. He needs but little instruction to
begin with ; he requires only a small gallery, or
evel rooin, to practice in ; he need not pull off
his coat, or get into any valgar heat or excite.
ment over tae business ; and, finally, he can
alwuys do his practice just as well while alone,
whereas the fencer requires, at least as often as
he ean, to have an adversary with whom to
measure his weapou.  With all this he declares
that the satisfuction of being a good shot, and
being able to “pick off” the cuemy with ac-
curacy, is as great as th:t of heing a clever
fencer, and capable of ¢ pinking” the adversary
with equal precision. This, it will be observed,
is un altogeiher ditferent line of argument from
that which was used in Englund when the pistol
tu this country sucersded in supersediug the
sworl,  Ouar own goud people imagined, either
rightly or wrongly, that in the use of the lutter
weapon strength, size, and skill hal too grent
an advantage, whereas in aduel with pistols the
suall and weuk and inexperionced man was
more on a level with his antagonist. The con-
clusion thus arrived at is open to some consider-
able question; but it found faver with the
Biritisher ot the Georgian era, and prevailad in
tull force dowu to the time of the extinction of
dielling in this couutry,

Were we—or rather were our ancestors—
wrong after 2ll? Isthe practised pistol shot
maore assuredly an unfuir mateh for the noviee
than the moat  accomplished and museular
swordsiman for the least experienced adversary ¢
There i certainly somethiug to be said on both
sides 5 and in the first place as far as bodily
strength aud size are couverned. It may be
a-kesl why it iz fairer that s small spare man,
who is very ditficult to hit, should be allowed to
foree a Daniel Lambert to go out with pistols,
than that a medern Goliath should be entitled
to fusist upsn meeting a vouth of mederate di-
mensions with sword or rapier. Then, as regards
#kill, there can be no doubt that the habitud of
shouting galierivs who picks off his two dezen
wafers a day, and is reasonably cool-headed, can
almost make eertain of killing an oppoaent who
has little or no practice.  Why is 1t more fair
that this man should profic by the knowladge, or
rather the kuacek, he has acquired, than that the
pupil uf a clever fencing master shioubl reap the
benetit of his leasons in the schoolof arms ! Bux
the ehivot argument put forward by the partizns
of the sword is a lictie mors hnmane than either
of theses 1o must be obvions to any ouv in a
duel wuth pistols the natare of the wound re.
ceivest s dependent almost entirely upon acei-
dent.  There ix protadly not aman who in the
actual feld, stasding at the usual distanes from
his alversary, couid ske sure of hitting him
ina spot where the injury wouadd noet be futsd,
whereas an expert swordsman who has a decided
advantage over Lis enemy can, without the least
diflionity, hit him in a place where the blow will
souch no vital part. Nuow, it may be awsumid
that very few meu go out with the fixed intin-
ton ol kitling their man if they can.  Howerver
angry they may bave been when the challenge
was given or received they sre seldom so blood.
thirsty when it comes to the netual mecting a5
not to bie conteut with giving a disabling wouud,
Hener where the disparity of skili and strength
is rredtest the weaker man rans, as 15 is argued,
a better chauee of escapiug with his life from a
sword thrust than he does from a bullet.  The
records of durlling, at least in later times, cor.
tainly seems to bear out to alarge extent this
plansible contention.  Nor dv the more aneient
annals really tell a ditforent tale, for in the
carliet times men often fought, like Lord Bruce
and the Bl of Dorset, @ sulranee, and had the
combat been stapped when the tirst severe wound
wus received no life would usually have been
lost. '

As for the risk raun by » duellist under the or.
thodox cade of rules, it ts much smaller than
wost persons ure inclined tosuppose,  Anexpert
who had stulied the statistics of the business
fonnd that, even in the time when pistols were
alinost exclusively nsed, the proportion of men
who were killed to those who fought was only
one in fourteen, and that only one man was
even wounded ont of about six that went out. A
mau may, as Sir Lucins O"Tiigger saidd, “hove
a lullet clean through him," and yet not get
his gicictus thereby ; uud it is the same with a
sword-thrust, even when it strikes the body
full, without being impeded or diverted by the
swordaarm, 1t iy not always understood by
amateurs that in fighting with pistols there is a
goud deal of varitable ¢ guarding.'” The right
arm doubled up in tront of the body forms a

retty strong shield, while the pistol itself, with
its trigger and guard and the fingers holding it,

is also a solid defence, protecting the head and
neck. The haunch, slightly turned across, pro-
tects the vital parts of the lower body, and the
left arm and leg are kept quite out of the line of
fire, although, il the object of the comhatant
wers to receive a slight, rither than a wortal,
wound, he might perhaps with advantage be ad-
vised to expos: the« parts, instead of hiding
them behind the boly and the right leg.

E. B. M.

HOW TO SPLIT A SHEET OF PAPER,

It is one of the most remarkable proparties of
that wonderful produet, paper, says the British
wid Coloulal Proder and Stationer, that it can
be split into two or even three parts, however
thin the sheet. We have seen a leaf of the
Llustraté-l News thus divided into three parts,
or thres thre: thin leaves.  One counsisted of the
surface on which the engravings are printed ;
another wag the side containing the letter-press,
and u perfectly blank piece on either side was
the paper that lay between.  Many people who
have not seen this done might think it impos-
sible, yet it is not only pnssible, but extremely
easy, as we shall show, Get a piece of plate-
alass, and place it on a sheet of paper ; then let
the latter be thoroughly soaked, With care and
dexterity the sheet can be spiit by the top sur.’
face being removed. But the best plan is to
paste a piece of cloth or strong paper to each
si e of the shect to be split. When dry, violently
and without hesitation pull the two pieces as-
under, when part of the sheet will be found to
have adhered to one and part to the other,
Soltzn the pusts in water and the pieces can be
easily removed from the cloth. The process is
wzenerally demonstrated as a matter of curiosity,
yet it can be utilized in various ways. 1f we want
to paste in a scrap-book a newspaper article
printed on both sides of the paper, and possess
only one copy, it is very convenient to know
how to detach theone side from the other. The
paper, when split, as may be imagined, is more
transparsut than it was before being subjected
to the operation, aund the printing-ink is some-
what duller.  Otherwise the two pieces present
the appearance of the original if again brought
together, Some time ago the information of how
to do this splitting was advertised to be sold for
a considerable sum. We now impart it to all
our readers gratuitously.

MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC.

Tuts autumn Johann Strauss takes up his
permaneunt residence in Bada-Pesth.

Tur music of a2 new ballet by Rubinstein,
entitled ** L Vigne,” has just been published.

AN aneient banjn has recently been discovered
in the centre of the largest Egyptian pyramid.

Mante Brax¥or, the young American prima
donua, hag just completed a successful ongugement in
Cologne.

Rusinsrery has expressed bis determination

to compose & funeral marsh in honor of Richard
Whagner,

KiNg Arrsiosso has presented Masini, the
tener, with a ring. in which is set a black pearl sur-
rounded by dismuonds.

Tie Berhn municipality has decided to name
a new street after Richard Wagner. It is a turniog
of the Beethoven Strusse.

Tue Prinze of Wil will open the new Roval
Colleme of Music, in Kensington, in May next, Fifty
scholarships will be established at once.

Pror. HeLMuovurz, the eelebrated writer on
setenee, and well known for his works on musieal
theory. has just besn kuighted by the Emperor of
(rermany.

Maiv Beepe's brief exreer with the Boston
Ldeals has elosed.  Her salary has been paid in full
to Mareh 17, It is understood that trouble regarding
the nssigmupout of parts caused the break.

Tie great Handel Festival of 1883 will be
field at the ¢ il Palace, Londou, on June, 13, 16,
18, 200 Sir M ¢l Costa, who has conducted thess
tricunial festivals since 1357, will resume his old
post.

Fraxz Liszr is now the last of the group of
representative modern ¢composers whose names have
been closely associated with the ** Music of the
Future” wmovement whieh arose after and through
the reformatocy deeds of Beethoven.

Ax Enutish paper says that ¢ Wagner's New.
foundland dog,during the touching funeral ceremony,
not only betrayed the utmost sorrow, but showed his
sympathy with the mmembersof the iuunly‘l‘)'y fawning

upon them as if he would share their grief.

ON Sumday the roof of the Payret Theatre, at
Havana, fell into g coffee house below, There were
ten persons in the eoffee-house at the time, sowme of
whomn eseaped.  Awoug the dead bodies already
taken I'rom the ruins is that of Ensign Sagastizabal,
co-propricter of the theatre. Jeverad families living
in the cntresol eseaped by takivg refuge on the bal-
cones, .

Tre tenor Roneini died recently on the stage
at Ninigaglin, just as he was about to sing in Faust,
Asthe curtain roso, he attempted to rvise from tho
shuir in which he was seated, but fell back trembling
and staring wilidly, At first it was supposed that he
was drunk, but it was soon found that he had been
stricken with apoploxy, which resulied in his death
without bis having again beeome conzeious.

Asoxae the wreaths laid on Wagnrr's coftin
there was a laurel erown, with the inscription,
" Peom Johannes Beahms, Febraary 18, 18837 Al
most nil tho great conmservatoires nmd musje schools
in tiermany sent representatives or floral tributes.
Only the Berlin lochsehule, over which Herr Joa-
chim presides. ig suid to have beon cuvaspicuously
absent.

AMoxG other strauge coincidences is the part
slayed by the number thirteen in the life of the late
kiclmnl Wagner. In the tirst plice. thirteon is tho
number of lettors comprising his name; then wo
come to dates. In the yeur 1813 ho was born i on the
13th Maroh, 1361, his great work, Tunnhauser, failed
to arouse any ut)pmcmlmn in Puris; it was on the
13th Fubranry that he breathed his lust, and he died

aftor thirtoon years of married life.




