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« Translations from the German,”

Aisthor of < Soxnets,”

L' heard o strange vofce ealling uato me 3
Say,’ did it fall from you ethereal air,
Ko wonderfully pare its tove and rare ;-
_Or wat it breathed acruss the lonely seay
Apuln 1ha same voice sounded full and tree . —
*Time'' am | called § behold me everywhere
For destiny hath given to my care o
" The Past, the Prerent, and the great To Be.
Go theu unte the billtop. I will sbow
Myself 1y thee whea busy day is done,
And 1witight shadon s gather thick below ;
For ouly 10 the great Infivite One -~
Am 1 made visible in the noon's pure glow ¢
Mar seeth me but in the setliog suo.”

WHAT IS “ GRIFFITES VALUA-
TION

*Griffith's Valnation” 35 s phrase  often
henrd, but not always understoud, in regard te
Irish affuirs. The tenant farmers of the South
and West of Ireland refuse to pay rents above
the rate allowed by ** Griffith's. Valuation.”
Traring the great famine year, 1846, a general

Cvaluation of lteland was undertakes soletv as s

hasis of taxation, with one: great end in view--
uniformity of taxation theoughont the' Island.
There never was an idea at that time of making
the valustion a permanent standard. of valoe
The first survey or valuation of land, under-
taken by the authority of the British Govera-
mwent, was in 1826, Its object was to give a
uniform basis for the assessment of county, and

“other charges levied by the grand juries.

‘ Sir Richard Griffith had had early experience

“-us'a practical farmer in Kidare.  He studied in

vondon and Edinburah the allied sciences of
chendstry, geelogy and mineralogy, and for two
years was pupil 10 a well.known agricultural

“and  professiopal valuater in the ' Lothians,

where, as i other parts of Scotlan:, farms are
let on the uineteen-years' system.  He carefnlly
prepared for the valuators and surveyors a com-
set of valuations, founded on those issued

A u 1327 Sir Richard was appointed 10

earr; Uhwse iustractious ont, and he continued

at the head of his department until 13638, He

did not comwence bis duties until 1830, aud then
the system which headopted tixed the vaination
aecorifing €o the curvenl prices of the doy, with

refer: tee to the capabilities of  the soil, mudi-

fied by pecaiiar local circumsiances. ~Under the

CPeor Law Act separate valuation of tenements

for the sments of poor rates was under-

“taken, anud as these were in the hands chiefly of

Tocal valuators incenvenience, and in some case
- injustice, wus experienced.  Ta remeds these s
Teuesuent Valuation Act was passed in 1848,
subscquently merged in the Act now in foree—

13thand 16th Vie.  chap. 63—passed in 1852,
unider which Act’ Sir Richard Grifhith was ap-
pointed Commisioner. : T :

. As we have caid, the ebject of the valustion.
was to secare upiformity jo the adjustment of
‘taxation, and had: hitherto leen irregular, and
“arranzed upon no fixed “basis.  The nominal

valus of properiy was based upon thé revenue it

wa~ capable of yielding, and was, as.in most in-
stunaces, mnoch below its real value. Thiswasso
evident that Sir Richard Griffith’s rule to as-
eertain the correct value of property wasto add
one-ifird to his own valuation, *‘which would
give,’” to use his.own words, *‘ very nearly the
full rent value of the land under ordinary cir-

Ccamstances.”’ . By this it will be seen that the

Government actually collected one-third less in

1axes than lrish property wes realls worth. Buot
~whiie the Act ot Parliament, based on this val.

" natien, specified that the rent of house-property
should be computed nuder it, it does not appe:t
atsolutely clear” that it should be taken asa

. basis tor the rental of land, . For purposes of
taxation, the - Act states that the valuation of
land ** shiall be made upon the net value there f
with 1 feience (o the ‘average prices of several
articles of - sgricultural produce therein: speci-
fied."" The suppositiou that the valualion ap-
plied to house  property rather than to . land is
strengthem d by 8 sabsequent section of the Act
which sets forth that **the wet annual value of
a house means the rent for which one year with
.another; thesame  might in its actual statebe.
reasonably expected to let from - year to year.’'
- No=uch words are ‘used with respect to land.
However, this is a minor point, and one which
+ does uot carry much weight ; because comm-n
. justice would demand that it an assessible re-
“duetion was made in house property during that
prricd of great distress, it would also apply to’

s

o
tarms and small tenant holdings. -

T1e seale of prices fixed by the Act may have:
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is~ extremnely low, and s nio
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red-—to that Lhe excesa

hich Sir Richard Griffith  had ealenlut:
ed’at 88 per cent.may be safely’ set”down us
much higher at the present time.: For instance :
in 1877, when the late Government bronght in

a bill to anthorize a new tenement valuntion of

[Treland, the incredse in'the scale of prices over,

1852 was: wheat, 33,3 per cent. ; oats, 58.0 ;
‘barley, 5L.5; flax, 22.4 1 butter, .85.7 ; beef,
97.2; mutton, $2.1 and pork, 60.4 per cent. ;
with other cousiderations which cannot be over.
looked, especially the rise of wuges which affects
to-day the incrensed value of all: agricultpml
produce. - So that we see thers” must be still'a
greater difference in values between the- years.
1545 and 1580. " But even in the former year,
according to ‘ Thom's Almanack;” “the valua-
tion was cousiderably too low, unequal, and less
than that of lands of similar quality’in other
parts of " Ireland “which weré.:more recently.
valued.” °This brings us to two conelusions’i—
First, the British Government even in that day.
{in respect to land- valuation, at least) “had no’
desire to  press heavily on’ the -Irish tenunt.
Secaondly, it shows us-the inconsistency of the

Supposing that Inland was an independent

nation, would ‘it be likely to frame its tan#

upon a value prevailing on comumercial ariicles
thirty-four years ago? The absurdity of such
reasoning is obrious. . Apd yet the same prin-
ciple rules in thearmngement of laund values ns
obtains inother things possessing a marketable
value. ~To illustrate the unwillingness of "the
Irish tenantry to have a rule work both ways, it
is stated that the landlerd of a property in Car-
low received a protest from his tenants refusing
to pay any rent exceeding * Griffith’s Valua-
tion.” - When  the rents were collected, the
tenants were asked if they would stand by the
consequences ¥ Each maa said he would. Much
to their astonishment - they were told that in
future their rents would be raised tweuty per
cent., that = being the amount they were then
paying wnder the valuation fixed by Sir Richand
Griftith. . In this case the land had increased in
value. : Even : Mr. Parnell's tenants, notil re-
cently, have never been allowed the benefit of
that valuation ; although Mr. Parnell madea
reduction to his tenants of twenty per cent.
some time since. - His attention having been
drawn to* the fact; he has lately issued a cir-
calar in which he says: ¢ If the statement you
have been receiving up to the present did not
reduce your cash payments to- the Poor Law
valuations you will be entitled toclaim eredit at
the next payment for any such excess.”” Should
he succeed in his object, Mr. Parnell’s conces-
sion will be one of the chiel obstacles "t the
successful working of the reform he would carry
out, because who knows but that somebody else,
in their mizapplisd zeal for Ireland’s good,
might not suggest ever a lower valuation than
Sir Richard Griffith’s 1. Taken - a basis forthe
payment of rent in 1880, it is simply to destroy
all freedom of vontract ; the freedom’ of ‘supply
and demsnd, and to defraud the owner of the
1and of his just revenues, in order to benefit the
tiller of the woil. :

ALTERATIONS IN THE PRA
. BOOK. '

“A correspondent writing tothe Church Reviow
with reference to the document. from Queen
Elizabeth in Parker's Registers at ' Lambeth,
authorising certain alterations in the leszons ami
for  translating the - Prayer Book ints latin,
snys:—** 1 submit that  this" decoment is of no
more legal validity than the famous Advertise-
ments of 1566, which are well known neverto
have been confirmed by the Crown. The docu-
‘ment 6f 1560-1, which has hitherto passed. as
being a'legal instrument, is équaily void of any
authority, It purperts 1o .be ‘letters patent’
issned by the Queen, under “the Great Seal, to
her Commissioners.  Now [ contend that it'is
nothing of the kind: 1. There is no.enrol-
ment on the Patent Rolls. of any such. instru-
ment. “ 2. Tt purports to be given' under . the
Queen’s signet, thereby implying - that it isa
*Siguet. Bill' ditected to- the Kveper of the
Privy Seal, to “prepare a privy seal for letters
patent to issue. T ereis no such document on
the'file of the Sighet‘Bills,,jnor 14 there any such
tecord on' the Privy Seal file. 3. It purports to
bear the sigu manual of the Queén,but none such
‘i to. be found on.the Chancery file of “signed
bills by Elizabeth'in the third year of her reigu.
The truth-is, the document does.not exist any-
where in the'Pa )
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'FOQOT NOTES:. — =7 -
£ EXPENSIVE PHOTOGRAPHS.~One would have
‘thought. there “were alread -Fhotngmpha in
plenty, and te spare, of Midlle, Sara”Bern.
;Lanlt'. but it seems that” Sarony, of New. York,
has offered’ no less than S1,500 if “the talented
actress will perniit him the sole right of taking
rtraits during her brief stay in that city. A
‘large number of cartes and cabinets will ‘have to
be.sold before a profit of 300/, can be  made,
‘The largest ‘sum ever paid iu Fogland for a
portrait negative is still, we believe,that given by
‘Messrs: Marion & Co.; fora cabinet picture of the
‘Prince of Wales in Masoniv dewss. I was pur-
chased Tor 857, and in ‘this case the uegative
wag not new, but had been extensively printed
from. —~An equestrian portrait of the lute Em-
peror of 'the French was only valued at 300
franes, ou the oceagion of: a recent lawsnit,
while two little negatives: taken by an itinerant
hotographer at St. Germain, of Thiers, the day
sfore that 'stiatesman’s ‘denth, were sold for
3,000 franes, or 1204, :

“JouN's MORNING LECTURE cJohn Wt cogeg®
the hellman of a certain village not fur from
Glasgow, and vot over sober in his habits., Oune
Satunday evening he “happensd to get rather
much of the barleybree, and left his house early
nexti morning, to be aut of the road of Bell, huy
wife, ¢ whose tongue,’ he said, * ne'er lay utill,
but was aye wag, wagging.'’ - Bell gave him
‘only a short screed on- Saturday evening, de.
ferring her long lecture till the next morning ;
but, behold, when she awoke, John wis gone !
However, she quickly put en her clothes, and
went straight to the steeple, where she found
Jobn ; it being his constaut place of resorton
Sundasy mornings. Jobn heard her lecture with
patience for some time, but sceing'there wonld
be no end of her clattering, comumenced ringiug
the bell with such a tremendous fury that it put
the whole village in an uproar. A great con.
course - of ‘the  villagers having come: 1o the
chureh, whence the sound proceeded, asked
John how he -had rung the bell so loud and so
early. ' To tell ve the truth,” waid Johu, ¢ 1
tried if the tongue of the Kirk bell wonld drown
the sound o' the Iang tongue o my ain Bell;
besides, [ thought that some o’ ye would hike
to hear a morning lectur.,” ‘

THE ‘Working Hotrs or  Lire.—-Sappase
that a man throw away in every yvear fittv-twa
sdays for Sundays, thirteen days for itluess, va.
calions, and interruptions; amd snppose that
for torty-five cousecentive years he works three
hundred Jdays a vear—a very - large average-.
that would give a’ man, in the tmature yart of
life, 13,500 days. 1 you plesse, thereisn't any
doubt about that. . Supposing that & aisn have
healihi and industiy enough to work ten hours
in each of these 13,500 days, he . will have
135,000 working' hours. - A\ man who is forty,
however, has but 86,000 hours left s a wnn wha
is sixty has so few hours left that 1 don’t. want
1o shock you by nentioning their. nnmber,
Calculate for yourselves bow much time iv left
you. Atiheend of 135,000 hours the matare
working portion of u life ix ended,. and there is
no doubt "this' proposition.  Pasitively, ' the
‘pulpit kiows something on thix psint, " Time
moves in'n straight live, never in & cirele, ' We
say Tuesday comes back: to Tuesday, Wednes-
day to Wednesday, Javuary to January.. The
name comes back to the wnawe, but uot the
thing to the thing. - Ta no ircle goes tine, but
in g straight-line, nn . eagle’s flight, forth and
right on.~ The trees  stay, bhut tﬁé' feaves fall;
aud von and I are leaves, not trees. - 7

s,
A Dusreries TegetEr,~The Dumfries Stend-
ard furnishes ns with the following stery .= A
family recently left Duinfries for ‘u fortnight's
holiday, aud the servant’ took with her' their
little dog while she wenb to stay with her friends
in- Annan. He remained with her in Aunvan
tijl that day werk, going vut wud in, whey she
took him with- her to Langholm by s very ¢ir-
cuitous:route. . They. went. by train to' Kirk-
patrick-Fleming, then walked 1o Chapelknawe,
where a friend drove them to Giltknockie station,
and they nrrived hy train av Langholm when it
wus quite durk. . The next: day, after enjoying
. good dinuer, the hittle fellow disappeared &
few minutes before two-o’clock, aud turned ap
in ‘Anpan-at her father’s hotse precisely at five;
so tired that he showed no inclination to ram-
ble any more, at least for that day. - The dog is
half-terrder, and was. brought from Langholm
when onily a frw weeks old.  He has never been
there or:in” Annansinve, except on this gcea-
sion.: Thedistance between the ‘two places is
‘eighteen: miles. by ‘the shortest. road, 80 that
while engaged in ferréting out his way bick; he
winst at’the same time have gone at ‘the rate of
six miles-an ‘hour. - Such an instance of canine
sogacity.is by.no means rare, but it is certainly;
very astonishing and - well fitted to'rénd w'lesson
of humility {6 ‘man 1:his boasted “pride.
of intellect and of reason. R
A Reruoor FroM WasnixaTox.2i0ne " day
during the. American Revolution nn “officer, not
dréssed-in.aniform, was - passing on horseback’
by some military works that were being repaired

by # small squad of-‘solliers,"dinl  he found 1}
ly - standing by eud

leader of .the party ‘me
looking on-at the operutions, which”were bein
carriéd on. with " difficulty, owing ‘to’ the “smal
number “of - the 'men. - The - officer ‘seeing - the
state ‘of affairs; andthat dusistance ' wa
needed, inquir f the mun why

‘rendera little aid instead of  only standi
The latter in astonishnent turned:
sald, ¢ with all the pomnp of an o

1
ing idle.
“round, it is
mporpr,’ ‘and

ns:much:
didinot:

‘replied, *sir, 1 am Ta:co S You are):
are you ' said- the officer ; 1 -did ot kiiow:
that ;" and ratsing bis'hat  in solemn mockary
he continued, I ask your parmlen; Mr. Cop:’
poral.”t - He then ilismomxtm‘ Tram-his- horge,
threw off hia coat, and ‘ot - until he was tircd'
out with sheer hard work did the stranger conse
to render his ‘uisistance” to’ the “squat jand
then, tur:ine to’ the gorporal, he siid 1o him,
My Corporal, when ywu have such. another
job as-this, aud have not men enough, send for
Grorge Washington, and he will dome anit help
youwa second time.'’ - And, to the utter amaze.
went, of the poor corporal, he found that the uy.
known officer who had addressed him wag in.
deesd no other than his own : Commandersin:
Chief. : S

Horey. Poxtarba.~The house-warming of
the Rotuschilds -iu their- magnificent bew resi.
dence,” the. Hotel " Pontalba, in - the Run St
Honord, will be attended by a general gather.
ing of the family,  every member of which
within reach is convoked for the sceasion. The
Hotel Pontalbia has o strange history. 1t onve
stood in the Faubourg 'St Garmain, and was
the property of » rich ereole lnddy of New Orlenns,
whose properiy tltained at one time to count-
Tess mi‘liuus, Trom - the sudden furn of caprice
whiclehait sent the papulation of New Virjeans
to the side of the river whereon she had before
possessed nothing but w tract of barren mar-hy
land. " Her marrings with thi Marguis . de Pan.
talba was conxiderad, at the time, the greatest
support to the deenyiog noblessn of the conrt,
M. de Pontalba who was in all things & wan
of antigue and rxsled covrage, after bearing
natiently with the caprice amd passion of the
L)vuly, but il regulatel erenly —eouediy, after
terrible. xeene, 0 which the macynise had re.
roached him with his poveriv, and reminded
i that the superd hote!l aml all within wax
fier own—he quictly withdrew, and taking bis
children with him, went to inhabit a smail upart.
went on the fifth leorof the adjsining houss,
ovetlooking the gardens of the Hotel Pontalin,
the neither deplarad vor boasted of the stop he
hatd taken, bt simply regarded itas au eveut
in his life consequent oo others whick hal gose
befere.  The ehtidren, attinsd ig hooely par-
meuts befitting their father’s fortune of 6,000
francs a vear, wers lield Ly the marijtise ot
play in the courtyand of the hottss they tnhabited,
and every Snunday at Mass they appeared with
the'plain straw bats sd thieck  Taeod bovts ap-
propriate to their new comhtion. bu vain did
the anhappy manquise sue for forgiseness ~in
vatu did she Laplors of hee hustasd o pelent,
With a man of bis tempersme-nt, un forgeifnh
ness of the reproach was possible, aod the
angnizh of the mother’s heart way be imagined,
when she resafved to leave at anes the eighe
bourhood. © Buat the hotel, 4 very veavvod ob are
ehiteeturs of the righst and s fushed Rind,
could : not b lofe bebind, ol bt was breaghi

grone by stoue o the' Fanlwarg 8t Honars,

and rebuilt whire 14 now staied s tang of
beanty te delighy the eves of visitors tn Paas by
1L exquisite symemety sl the perfection of its
properties. v T
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CRrees s Mawrry cLamens,  the deamatist,
was reewivad At e Freceh Acuderay | recently as the
sucveasnr to M. [le Ky o

Ouves Wasosnt Howask, e, the son of
tha poet:phyaicinn, i givlaga Ssarie af tweive Jeetirm
wathe Common Law befors the Toowell Ieatizute, Roston,

S Tug - dowager Lowdy Lyttan chas annonnsed
thal the new wiliting of hae book, = X BUghtad 1"
was pot forth withaal . hier Knoorimigs aud uoder a mie
apptehension a8 10 hér wishoes. o

SR WonTHINGTON announess for tmuwdinte
pablication, . Mr. Swinbame’s nex volame | ewiifiel
O Stodies (o Song {7 a e edithn ot 2 Pampsii 1 i1 Be
maine amd Rediscovary ™ and  Pletnrve and Manters
giving sketehen ol the dives of Yhy ehwi a-tiste i they
Eogiiah solioal, with critical notes wa their atyle and
stamding, .

Ciartes T, Lovapox's ¢ Huminiesaes g
Journalisl,” which Brat appearsd I e Triboae, have
‘heen cotlectml fo a volame and ity 8 very inferasting
additipn to te chronicisef the fima. The muthior his &
word t suy sbutt a gren! muny vitable possats, anid his
eritiviama nre vahlinide, fur thelr siund julgment and
fostght o . Lo

S ESTRLLE ANN A Lewis, the authior of *7 Sap.
Phe’” And other fovis, il whose nom de piume, Stelia,
“has bean Know o te the wariier w1 Be tue lntsr gennr
wtiuns of Home Jpurnal, reépders, dind tast week in Eng.
iand. Mr, Wikifsw J, Hoppin, Becretury of Vv Amuricud
Legation, ntteaded tha mneral ax it roprosentintive of
Miufiter. Fowell, anid Me. Ingram,  the bisgraphetr of
Edgar A. Poo. and othy r membare of the Hrerary wirld
were prasent. . Heérramuins wers ifepoaited fo the Catn.
comtm of Kensnl Creen Uwmetary,  preparatory to re-
.mo:u} A0 New York, according 16 the dierctione of her
will : B R ‘
STug. Thpés han apparently oot jfsell adrift
from the: good uld. traiditious of Beltdalr Jouraniiam wnid
Adupled A profuston whinsh, bowerer nobis wint priice
wortby. 18 inay ba, i nol nanaly: pastsintel wiih the
Britiate preas, oamely; thint of @ gpegotintir of mariliges
To'w late namber of the Times, W intrer in Freuch fa pab-
lished, Addresnnd to (he esfitars; In which ha laasked i be
negotidtes marrisgss, and {Fa0, he i teniestod to state
the remunvratlon expected. " A€ this ieiter ia inserted ¢
‘news withoat any comiment whnisoever, it may he pre
sumed that the Times editur comsiders the negotintion of
marriages part of bis prolessioorl

EVER RETURN, .-
out of ‘every four real in-
er, Coil.y to recover health
East or South: except as »
kers,  mext. o the hotel
thie niost profitable business. This
excessive mortality may revented - and
}mticnts- ,

valids'who go
Mnever-retorn
corpse,
Keepers,

, prevent
s hers il “cured under: the caré of
friends und loved ones at home, il they will but -

use Hop Bitters in tima.; " This
another colunn. SRS o




