“eccupation’and equipment’ retarns from the’
PREEN

several Barrack Masters ' direct.?> =" i
> ‘distinctly’

‘Bitihe Quartermaster-General’
tells us he has'no power to.interfere—that
all he can do is to forward these applications
to the War Department, where they are

réad and-minuted by the junior. elerk and’

gradually makeé their way upwards. -Now;
who; in the present instance, will probably
be the , person whose decision. will be final
and'who will his ‘ consent” to"on’'additional
supply‘of ‘what the’ Quarterm aster-General
terms ¢ miserable tallow. canidles'?”” A'clerk
- to the Director of Stores, ‘who, in the ndm?
of tlie Secretary for ' War; ‘will write back'to
to the,Quartermaster-Gen’l. to state. the sup-
ply is'sanctioned, and write' to the commis

sariat on the "Epot to ‘issue. Now, pulting

‘routine on one side, who is ‘the person most

capable giving decision 7 Lord Seaton, com-

.manding in Irelind, on the report 0<the De-

puty Quartermaster-General in Ireland; ora-

clerk at'the War Office, who has most pro-
/ ba bly never been’ in Ireland, and who has
" notthe : slightest'idea. of why ‘or wharefore
the extra supply is wanted 2 -We say put-
ting routiné on one side, because it'is very
_clear'that if a "general officer’ abroad can
“have such trust confided, in him, 'and _give
-‘an order on his own authority wijhout disar-

ranging the machinery of the Wai- depart-

ment, and " without endangering_ihe finan-
cial calculations  of the Chancellor of the

Exchequer, it is, we think, a deduction that

the same authority might to be given to the

' officer commanding - the forces in Ireland ;
and we'really think that such a man as Lord
Seaton would have as due regard to econo-
«my; and take quite. as great as. interest in
_‘reducing the expenditure af this countty, as

aclerk in the Store Branch. ' But then would
it not be too simple ? Lord Seaton having re-
ceived the report of his Quartermaster-Gene-
ral, would give his sanction, and report what
he had done to: the. Scecretary for War.-* At
present, Lord Seaton has to’direct his Depu-
1y Quartermaster-General 1o ‘report’ to the
Quartermaster-General in' England; who has
o report to the War Department ; -all'which

correspordence’ might be, carfied on very

well'by a couplé of clerks at 5s. a'day, ‘and
‘we might dispense with the services of two-
Quartermaster.Generals. if they are only to-
be made use ‘of as clerks. -This want of
‘simplicity and of trust is nowhere felt more
than in the attempt. to provide the soldier
: The commis-
satiat, the Accountant-Generals, one and all,
‘are tully aware of jt. * They tell you it forms’
a perplexity of accounts and of correspon-
dence, which is perfectly ‘stultifying. . One
“would think that ™ if . anything had induced
the War Department to retain ‘so cumber-

with the necessaries of life.”

"some a piece of machinery, it would have
“been, the repeated wish of the Treasury.
But it would seem that nowhere is the

" system accounted more unsatisfactory than
- by the Treasury.’ “We find in the Appendix
. No.'28, in the. Report of the Commission; a
most remarkable - proof of - this in a memo-

" rdndum by Sir Charles Trevelyan ; and we

. all know that the Treasury and Siv Charles

" are in many matters - pretty much one and

the same thing. Now, what does he say?

. -« The regulations nnder which the pay of
' the army is issued and accounted for,urgent-
‘Jy’'stand in need: of reform.” The stoppages
from’ the pay of the soldier for the rations.
supplied to him' involve scttlements of ac-

count of so0 operose and cumbrous a nature,
that, although they ‘are gone through in timo

“of pence at the cost of an enermous waste of
Jabour, the whole system is immediately il.—
n

“‘the Kaffir wars, our commissariuat officers re-
“ported that they had been'unable to keep up
" the calculations. which the" system required
~in reference to the pay of every individual

“ soldier belonging to the numerous detach-

ments moving over the face of the country :-

_bandoned at the breaking’ out cf awar.

and in the late Russian war the attemp was

not even made, the Treasury having, at the
. commencement of the war, authorized the
issue of the net regimental pay, calculated
on the aggregate: number of men present
with each regiment, without requiring any
When the
“soldier, was charged with the actual cost of-

subsequent detailed ' settlement..

the ration @ periodical adjustment of the sum
.due by him was necessary, buj he now pays
a fixed anount for his ration,” both at home
and abroad, and detailed adjustment is there~
-fore no longer required. ‘The practice has
survived ths occasion for 'it. A machinery
applicable to u bygone state of things ought
““to’ be : discontinued, and our-arrangements

.

1

“should be a;iaptéd;.'@o’the, _a_ctué.l fact,—which._

is, that soldiers’wages consist of a net rate

| of pay, a free ratiom, free-lodging, and va-.

rious other advantages. which ~ are ‘provided
.-for him' at the cost of the public.”? c
“We nave already’ seen in. what:consists

the free lodging accompanied by the advan-

. |:see1n what.the free ration : consists. A ra-
| tion at'home, by anorder . dated 1813, con-
: sists'of 11b.of bread and, §lb. of meat uncooks-,

rant dated TFebruary,. 1833, ilb. of bread 'in
addition..: If abroad, he gets 1lb. of bread or
21b. of biseuit, and 1lb. of meat, either fresh
ot salt, the ~additional }lb. being given to
-| compensate for.the inferior quality of foreign
meat. By awarrantdated 1850, the soldiet
pays for his ration 4}d. at home, and'33d.
*abroad ; that is to say, he 15 charged thé sa-
me everywhere for his ration, as at. home he
‘eetsian additional penny, called ¢ beer mo-
“ney..” It is- perfectly iunnecessary ‘to say

exercise, and having frequently to'be up all

| ‘meat,- which: *generally boils down 1o, less
than 41b.; and 11b. of bread, per diem. Sol-
diers have found it-necessary, for their own
preservation to get something more 5 and by
clubbing together some 23d. each themsel-
ves . with -breakfast, and occasionally with
1ea ; a practice so judicious, that comman-
ding officers are enjoined by the authorities
to see that' their men are, supplied .with a
third meal,-provided always the stoppages
do mot exceed 8id. 4 day in the Guards and
-infantry, and 10d. a day for the cavalry and
artillery, including washing. This washing
are 34d. a week:for the infantry, Gd. for the
“Guards and: cavalry, aud 7d., for artillery.
- It is clear that were the. Government to
undertake to provide three meals.for the sol-
could provide -him with a far. better
-gets by clubbing some dosen together, and
going to this. or that shop. From the eviden-
ce of Commissary-General-Adams, it seems
that such a system would not only entail no,

give additional trouble. For this money the
commissariatcould supply what appears now
{o be unknown—a’ chace of diet, together
with vegetable diet ; and we should not then

state of bodily discipline, which is descri-
bed by Commissary-General-Adams ¢ as
soldiers being not very great caters.” Tlie
real fact being, that getting but little.to eat,
.they get in the habit of staying their appeti-
to by smoking or chewing on an empty sto-
-mach, exther of which is excedingly preju-
dicial to the conststution. Indeed, this want

by one of the higlest medscal authorities in
this country, Dr. Christison, of Edinburgh,
as the primary cause of the great mortality
in the Crimea. . Ia a memorandum submit-.
ted to-him by Sir John Mac-Neal, for impro-
ving the dietery of the British soldier, he
cEAys t— - 5, R . .
‘¢ Dietaries ought . néver to be  estimated

without distinct reference to the real nutri-
mént in -these; as. determined by, physiclo-
gical and chemical inquiry. Kecping these
-principles in view, and with the help ofa

idietary. advisable for any Lody of men,’ac
cording to their occupation. It'is also in ge-
neral easy to detect the source of error in un-
guccessful dietaries..  ¥er, example :—auy
-scientific person, conversant with the present
subject. could have foretold as a certain con-
sequence, sooner ; or later, of their dietary,
that the British troops would fall into the ca-
‘Jamitous state of health which befell.them
last winter in the -Crimea. ' Soldiers in the
fieldwill be'more eflicient the nearer they are
brought to the athletic constitution.. Bur as
the demand for protacted, unusual exertion
oceurs only at intervals,-the highl nutritive
athletie dietary is not absolutery necessary.
Some years ago, when I was appointed to
inquire into certain point relative to-the ma-
nagement of the prison, there “wore several
men employed at the pumps for raising wa-
ter daily from-the Tay for prison use, an.oc-
.cupation requiring much . expenditure . of

out exception, compelled to- desist when fed
2ozs. a-day, an addition'8ozs. of meat and
Gozs.. of bread ‘was: found necessary,.and

s

.tage of anyamount of -foul air ; lgt us’ now:

‘ed. - If encamped,.each man gels, by a.war-

.| that a man having, to undergo. great Dodily

night, . cannot -live upon #lb. " of uncooked

dier,-and deduct his 8d. or 94. a :day, they -

article for his. money than the soldiers now:

additional expenditure, but wyould not even’

see, what we now see, the soldier: besng-
offeréd boiled . mutton for twenty-one years.
.consocutively, and gradually attaining that.

of proper nourishment has been considered.

by the rough weight of their constituents,.

simple table, it is not difficalt 30 fix the

| museular strength. . These men were, with-

s
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Ntht‘Bll'l‘ they all wb'rblié'(‘lzwga;:

" Nobody will suppose that for the sumof

7d. an overwhelming amount of food will be
-obtainéd, and :there is; no-fear' of the men

.an arrangement the; health. of the men ‘can
.be improved, if it be possible to get the sol-

-far less for the médicat man 1o do’y and any
.give rise to will.be . amply ‘compensated by

accounts, owing to the  system of stoppages
for‘rations when the soldier is on the march
or on board a ship: ; Thus, in making up the
.the Crimean agcounts, and doubtless at the
present day many of the Indian ~accountsy
we find that the. soldier,.the day :previous
to his. embarkation,. was paying 44. a-day
for his. commissariat, and 3id..1o his regi-

aroz, or 5d."if he abstained 5 in'Bulgaria, on
arrival, he paid 33d. for his’ commissariat
ration. and 31d. for his regimental messing ;
and when the system broke dovrn through
the. absence marked ‘ from whicli the men
could supply themselves, the stoppage paid

to the messing was reduced to nil.
man were sick, and ;was sent down to Scu-
tari‘to~hospital; - he then reverled to-a 3id.

the case .might'be, on board the ship that
conveyed him - thither.  No wonder. that
even Sir Charles Trevelyan fouud the sys-
tem ot'check 1ore exponsive thon any at-
tempt to haye provided the soldier honestly
and liberally. A . very few years ago a
‘great deal was said by the public against
the extraordinary system of clothing' colo-
nelcies, and it wads thought' that if the Go-
vernment would undertake 10 provide for the
clothing .of the men, they- would be more

.shown that the” Ordiance corps, then sup-
plied by the Government, had far better
‘cloth issued to them—a fact perfectiy cor-
rect. ' The Government did {ake the elothing
inhand, and what says the Quartermaster-
General in the: result.? “I think,?’ he: says,*
that all our cloth is bad, and I-1hink that the
boots are bad. The last issues were impro-
ved, butitis a hard and unpleasant-cloth
for'a man to.iear ; it chafes him, and it
does not wear well, either ; it is full of size
and stiffening.?> Pray is the. Gevernment
aware that, by giving the soldier indiflerent
cloth and indilferent boots, they are simply
robbing him 2 . It is "part of the wages that
he shonld receive a pair of trousers, and a
coat, and'a pair of boots, yearly, and these
are supposed 1o last him “for the year ; and

And we know no better way of exerapli-

_by reference to the account-books of any re-

the result will be pertectliy startling. Num-
bers of men never get any pay all, ior once
in debt he is scarcely éverout of it ; and out
of his 13d., what with his rations, and his
stoppages, he scarcely ever sees anything
put the 1d. which, in the - Mutiny Act, he
must be allowed. ~As to the great coat, that
supposed covering from the might air in
this rather hmmnid climate, the Commission
merely observes, It is good for nothing.”
A fact known 1o the soldier for may a long
yeur:; and there is riot an old waman in the
ighlands that would weave such stufl,

" In the report a comparison has been ins-
tituted Dbetween two classesof force, both
employed._in the public -service—the milita-
ry and the police force'; in 'the latter: of
“which the morality is about one-half of what
it is in the former; The soldier is generally
‘2 boy from the class of the labourer, or the
mechanic, who, having been out of employ-
ment for some time, or inclined tu be idie,
gels attracted by the recruiting placard gets
into conversarion with the recruiting ser-
geant, whose interest it is to tell himn every
lie he can invent, at.the “Fate of 5s.per man,
and finally enlists. He'is sent off witha
bath of other stupids to join the depét, and

tion which. brings into play muscles and
nerves he has never made “sc ~of before.

The exercise he gots s content, and in
the cavalry andl artillery it is arduous. And

there is a regularity in his exercise, though

ously.? ...

“suffering: :from - dietary. éxcess. --But. if . by

-dierto -live .in the. same’ rational way, and.
“partake of the samo meals as other English-
men, We have no doubt that there would be.
little'expenditure whiclLsuch: a system may:

.the'oaving in the.inspection’ of the present:

idental messing. On bodrd the” ship ~he,
paid 6d, if lie took grog, or coffee:in lieu of }

to the commissariat rose to 4id., whilst that |
Bat ifa

stoppage, “having ' again .paid” 5d-or 9d. as.

fairly dealt by ; and in proof of this ;-it was

if they do'not lost him, he is provided with:
otlers, for which he is put under stoppages.’

{ying the correctness of the Quartermaster-
‘General’s statement about the clothing, than

giment, or auy company of a regiment, and’

he is there pat through a condse of instrue-.

not in his meals, which ' trics the constitu=
tion to a great extend. ~Iie is told that heis
a soldier, and that he must is not‘mind stan-
ding at attention .on'parade of a cold win-
ter’s -morning that- he must not.mind-the
stock and knapsack on ths hot summer’s day,
and that he must not mind: the thin cloak
-during his sentry hours, in the depth of win-
ter.  His leisure 15 spend in the public, und
his uight, ~when at home," in the unwhaole-
somo barrack-room. - "And - thetfe is nothing
whatsoever, at'least ininfantry. regiments,
to occupy his mind.- Drill ‘under- the ser-

.geant-mujor when everybody is to bame; .

drill under the adjutant,- when nothing is
right’: picquet, guard, fatigues, and roll-call
acciipythe stéuﬁy soldier’s time 3 the order-
1;-room drill,and cells, the. man who is un.

_steady. - Butonce a soldier has been three

nmonths with his regiment, e has learned
all his lessons, und he find,s le is in for it
for ten or twelve years. - Ie knows hisclo-
thing is bad, and that he must' pay for.more.

“He knows lie must stecp in the barrack-
room, whather he likes it or not, and that

- lie must live on one monotonous diet, . Now

the, policeman is'on the averageaman of
twenty -five years of ‘age. - He-has ‘looked
about him, and he knows that if he.can pos-
sibly get into the force, he is enteriug a‘good
service. * His.iduty is to-a certain degree
and independent one, and one which gives
the mind constant occupation. It is true
that hic must attend to “his parade regularly,
and take up his post regularly, and he is vi-
sited during the course of that duty by his
sergeant -and’ inspector.” But nevertheles«
heis, to o great-extent; his own: master.
~ So long as he is on his beat, he may walk
in what. direction of 1t he Jikes, and there is*
10 one.bickering.at him, and telling:him to
Lkeep his toes ' together, or’ to hold his head
up.” Then his pay makes him comfoftable.
On going into the force he gets 19s.per
week. Me is allowed good clothing and
plenty of it, viz., one body coat, 1w pairé
trousers, and Lwo pairs boots yearly his great.
coat, and a cape jonce in 1wo yewrs. . The
single man is- given his full allowanee of
450 10 500 cubic feet 1o gleep in, for' which
he pays ‘1s.'a week, andarrangements are
made for the single men to mess together.
City force, a testimonial is required from
two respectable householders. ‘The police-
man, moreover, may marry when.he thinks
fit, and the soldier may not. Indeed, matri~
mony in the army has not only -every ob-
struction put in the'way of it, but it is con-
sidered unmilitary, and’ perhaps praperly so-
Soldiers are always moving -about “irom
station to station, and- if a mass "of women
and children had to be moved along with
thein, it would be'most expensive. Besides,
marriage unsettles the soldier. “ile fancies
then he has some sort of a home, something
to care about, and is no longer ¢o careless of
his existence as he ought to bhe. At the
same time, to reconcile him to this state of
single blessedness, the State hds introduced
a clanse into the Matiny Act which {frees
the soldier from tle liability of having to
support any faniily which he may accident-
ally have obtained : ‘and commanding ofli-
cers consider that with such an advantage,
he suflers no great hardship by being refus-
ed leave to marry. What is termed refasing
leave to marry, is this. The soldier is bound
1o live in barracks, io have so much deduct-
ed from his pay for his rations and stoppages
and it depends upon the commanding officer
whether he.is allowed gto. live iii barracks.
and receive his'pay in fol!, which mnay help
towards keeping «w family.: At least, this is
{le system In Detter regulated regiments.
Tut so ably do the present habits of the sol-
dier ténd to bruwalize his feelings, that in
many regiments ‘the meaning’ of leave to
marry, is.leave to bring the woman into
barracks, where,. with .the "help of a it of
curtain, she craates a matrimonial chamber

“in the midst of a room gccupied by some
‘twenty men ; and commanding officers under
‘these " circumstances “very propérly refuse

Jeave to marry as’ ofien as they can. Such
a system is a very great savingto the State,
for the only way in_which military matrimo-
ny could be recognised would be by erecting
model lodging-houses close to the barracks,

where married men could live without un-
.dergoing the penaliies of starvation, or shoe~

king the common decencies of life. * Yet

perhaps it would be as well if this were done; -

for, by a most singular_oversight, chaplains
are appointed_ to incalculate into the sold-
jer’s mind that'the attempt to olude the res-
ponsabilities of mankind is quietly damning

~
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