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'as publisiecl an agroment betwooi
the Ioly Sec anCI Franco-a settlonent
of the difliculties whici Iaîd se long
divided t.hcm--kiown'i as the Concordat
of' Loo X. But the proininant and con-
trolling featuiîre of this reigl is Protest-
:intisn. Liko iu clap of thunder," says
Balims, it atracted, at once, the iitteni-
tion of ail Eu ropo ; eon anc side it sprea
alarn, and on the other excited tlie
most lisely synpatly : iL grow so
r'apidly, talt its adlvsaiis had not
time 'te str'anige it in its cradle. Scaerc:ely
had it begnii te exist, and ilready aIl
hope of' stopping, or even restraining
it, waS gone ; wleii, em boldencied y
being trcated with respoett and considcir-
ation, iL becane very day miore dariingi
if exaspcrated by rigor, it opcily resist-
cd mcasiures of coercion, or rd'cubîhled
and coiCientirated ils foices, to make
more vigorouis attacks.. Discussions,
the profounId investigations andt scienti-
tic mnethods which woro used in combat-
ing it, contributed to develop the spirit
of inquiry, and served ta propagato its
ideas." Th occasion of the riso of
Protestantism is well known. Leo X
granted : ertain Indulgences te ail the
fiihlful who should contribiute, by their
alns, towards the completion of St.
Peter's, and for an expedition against
the Tur'ks which lie hoped to carry out.
The Dominicans wero intrusted to
proach these Indulgences in Gcermnany,
and the u gustinians; claiming that
privilege, felt offended. Their clai i
-wvas warmuly advocated by aile of tleir
Order, Martin Luther, a young man of
intemperate character, pruad,passionate,
audacions, eloquent and, captivating in
discourse, and whose faith had alIrady
begun to waver. lie c-hemently de-
nounced the agentsï )iointed ta pro-
maligate the lindulgô, mpb id tien at-
tacked the doctrine itself'of Lidulgences,
using always violent, and frequentl3 in-
decent, h age: The Pope tt d,
remnons't warned, thireateir
condemnedi;but Luther, toc pi-rond ta

tract, a>d encouraged by restless
spirits in palace and hovel alike, denied
all dogmatic authority in the Chuircli,
making every iindividual a judge in mat-
ters of faith. This led hlin to abolishi
Holy Orders and reject the priesthood;
to deny the Primacy of the Pope; ta
deny free-will, and that any co-opera-

tioen on our part with gracu is noccssary
for sanctification; to delny the efficacy-
of the sacramonts; to roject the Mass
Colibacy, and tho Invocation of tho
Saints. Those ideas of liber'ty and in-
d ependn c.in religion wero grad ualy
trantiisf'eirr'ed into plohti es, so that tbe
Ref'or'mation is not to be viewed, as a
pIi'ely theological dispute, bu11t as a poli-
tical :id Social revolition as well. It
wais lot tlie work Iof one man, ailihougl
litli' rgave il its first nime. And il

wvas nlot thlie dogmtiilc question raised,
buit the cupidity of' rival princes, and[
hie spirit of insubordi:ation growing
up aiongst the people, wliheu the now
doctri nes fostered, that swellcd tle
ranks of thie so-called Reformers. One or
tle uiimuerois apologists who aroso
agai nt Luther, was ICnry VIII of
Eungland, in an admirable work, wihich

won for imiin, froin the Pop, the title of
Defnder of' the Faith,' wlici he was

afterwards to forfeit by lis own scandai-
ons defection. In the lient of' theso
troubles, and amidst tie struggles he-
tween .'iFrancis J f France and 'haes
V of Austria, eco X .dicdi at the Pr-eaft-
turc age of forty-foir years, ini the ninth
molth f the ninth yeai of his pontifi-
cate. He gave his naine to a whole lige;
the world speaks of the age of' Leo X
as iL docs of that of Louis XIV, Augus-
tus and Pori clos. 11c was the patron of
letters, art and science, and surroundtii
lis throne with all the grandeur of
genius, tlie plendor of art and tho
glories of literaturie.

hie Eleventh Leo, wio was Cardinal
Octavian le Medici before election,
merely uappeared upon the Apostolic
Chair, occupying it only friom April 1,
1605 te the 27th of the saine montlh.

We itl1 the iext Lope of this anme,
Ili OUrI own centuiy. .Althoigh broken
down by infimiiities ani labors in nany
offices, rather.dhaî:bthe weiglt of his
sixty-thi:cb yeh~' d¾ inal Dolcla G~ enga,
becauise of 1îis reu able administra-
tive a bilities, uniae' qialities, pile
norals and sincere piety, wfas fouind
w-orthy te succeed the Poitif who h ad
coiquered the. Conqueror of nations-
the saintly Pius VIL E lected Sept. 20,
1823, he iad to struggle, tiiorghoit his
whole reign, agains fLiberalisa, whi eh
is nothing cise thai Protestnitism, or
Priocu IneCr-etat ion ctiiicd out to i ts


