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THIBLE CHRISTAN.

LETTERIS CONCERNING CI[RIST.

[The following letters are taken from Mrs.1
Dana's series on the Trinity and kindred topies.
Mrs. D. as many of our readers are aware, is a
lady of somtie, celebrity as an author in the
United States.. She is the daughter of a highly
respected Trinitarian Clergyman, who trained
lier carefully i his own belief. In later years,
however, a serions study of the Sacred Scrip-
turcs led her to doubt, and finally ta reject the
Icading peculiarities of Calvinisin in which she
iad been educated. With a degree of inde-
pendence vhich does her great honor, she made
her new views known, and avowed herself a
Unitarian. In consequence of this step, sie
receivea a great many warnings and remon-
strances from her former friends, to aillofwhicli
she replied with excellent temper and discri-
mination, as will be seen, we think, fron the
specimens here presented.j

VNITAMAnS o oT DENY cIIuST.

My DEA.R SRa-You profss to have taken
yeux peu ini hand ont af personal regard and
concera for me ;in this assertion I certainiy1
believe yeu sincere, and therefore I thank you
for your kind intentions. But your letter has
been, on many accounts very insatisactory
and unpieasant. You taire the broad grotind
that Trinitarians are the only believers in
Christ's divinity and atonement. Now the
truth or falsehood of this assertion depends en-
tirely upon the ideas which are attached to the
terms dîvinity and atonement. You use them
in one sense, Unitarians in another ; and their
sense ss as correct to theo as yours is ta you.
Ans you go n ta say-" Soute, il is clear were
foretold as to e distinguished by this trait-
denial of the Lord; and denial of ilim as having
botght them. -Can you think of a party ta
whom such a hrase is equally applicable as
that of the Un tarians, if their leading tenets
be false ? It is not technically nor commonly
uised to express what anybody does believe, so
much as what they do no believe. It, by the
usage of all religious society, (?) means those
who reject evangelical doctrine.* Iere then
is something of a prima facie reason ta suspect
that you may be going wrong in joining thiem.n

If, my dear Sir, Unitarians believe as much
as the Bible reveais, they believe enough. This
they profess to do. Ag additions to the doc-
trines atughltin the word of God, are errors
vhich ought to be abandoned ; and Unitarians
cannot find the doctrine of the Trinity in the

*"Thea meaniing ar titislcharg," says 1Dr.
Ganne t, namay, that Unitarianisin is a negativa
systen, may b that our faith enibraces few po-
sitive orafirmative propositions. This is doutn-
less the sense in which -w'e should take the re-
mark, that 'rit is a sysien iof negations.' Jr has
been said, with an attemprpt at smartness, that it
1 consists a nnot belheving.' The ground ofthis
assertion is the erIct, t ta lie Unttarian Chrisian
dues not recaive certain doctrines ai rie Calvci-
nistie or Orthodoxthat thscology. With equal
reason therefore mniglt ithe Cavinistic faiith le
said to consist in notbelieving, becatise the dis-
ciple of tiisschloolrejeets the peculiardognmas of
other still larger divisions of the Christian
Church...·......A cursory survey ofwhat
vwe dobelieve, may showhow far the assertion is
correct, that our fati is ofa negative character
in respect ta its doctrines.

"1We do.then believe in.the existence ofa Goci;
aBeaing of infinite perfection-a pure Spirit-the
Author, Sovereign, and lather ofithe Universe-
the spring of peace and joy. We believe in a
noral governmenti of the universe; by which

ail intelligent crcatures are made subject to wise
andi tmmutable lavs. Webelievein trighteous

Ovidence; withir iwhichalthings areineludetd,
We beieve'in the moral nature of man ; in is
freedom of choice, lus capacity of improvement,
and his liability to err. ive believe in the divine
mission of Jesus Christ;. in his miracles, his per-
fect eacla er, is authoritive teaching, lits vol-
nrary death, and his triumphant resnrrection.Me believe in-the necessity of obedience to -the
will o God, and ofrepentance for sin; and in the
msoeparable connexion. betveen .goodness and
iappiness on the one hand, and wickeîdness and

inisery on the othr. We believe in the immor-
taity anid accounableiness ofi an-; in spiritual
3udgment and futuro ratribution. Wcbeieve ii
the autliorityand suflliciency oDthi Seiptures l
respect bath ta faith anti ta practice. .We boliebvr
Ste 'foiveness of sis,is in the edieacy. o

prayer, ari i the importance of a deep and par-
nanient change.in tiemwh io leadvicious or ar.

less lives. To sum allm oneline, ve believe in
God n.iChrist, in duty here, and in recompense
sereaier. ,. .

iNowv ifltis expositi on ofour bellf dodes nota
conita enough îvbili is .nirmative or positive
in.its character, it vouil ibe useless 1t collect
any furtiter evitence tô the same frect. We arre
nteither ithlists norinaideis. Wo disbeliavea r
greet dl tiat bits beeir beliaetied avndieibank
God thatwe have escaped thecontagi.onofrmany
errorsWhichî hava;prevailed linJ ic *orld. Bit
vie also .belve a great deal; .nothing ,whicl is
unintei e or eontradictory taosoundreason,
butmu 1.~ .whicht reaso ålone, wouid'not have
taugts: aint iv&do-believe, Wi find in the
ible'\hVla'We fl'nlih the.Bible niäai v'lation

fonm God, w beliav,è.--Ch/istia)& U1iàreianisin
not a inegative system. Tract No. 94, 1st ueries
pp. 4, 6, 6.1

Bible, ndr the doctrine cf legal subtitutionnor EmercifulKingim who came anly ta do them 1 and yet these two natures you declare to have
lite other ioctrinds peculiar ta Calvinism. Sa good, and reconcile thein ta his Fatier?s ind been in constant and intimate union-. You
far as theii ystem; i conparison we ith jours, is ant reasonabie re. Titis bitter cup he drukirs ;continually make him contradict himself. This
a system of n gations, they rejoice in the fact; this dreadfil death lie meekly endures for the is, in my view, sadly to dishonor î.
because tiey believebthat-your faith is encum- enimies ofis Father and himself, cryiga in It is very natural that the Scriptures should
bered vith doctrinles of humait invention, net his agoiy, " Father, forgive them, for they seen to labor ta bonor Christ. It was to reveal
sanctioned by the word of Gad. Bear in mind know not wiat they do." the way of salvation by Christthat.they were
here, that their systenm is one of niegations only At this wonderful consummation mcn stand written. -Patriarcis, prophets, evangelists,
wiien compared wiith your creed, and not whe aimazed. One exclaimis, c' iftlry this was a apostles, all hold up lie Messiaih ta the view of
campared wiith fh Bible. They have as much rgigteous mai ;" td all the people that came a sufferng, sinful.world., Ii the.glowing ian-
riglit ta assert lat their system is thle scriptural together ta that sight, behoiding tise tirings hlat guage of thst, bey reveal the promised
aise as you have; and, as no human being is in- are ,done, smite tieir breasts, and return. Saviour of mankind. Now, ail that the Scrip-
fallible, the question stillt remains a guestion, Those vho vould ntot listen to hi in life, now titres say of Christ Unitarians joyfully receive.
which each individual must decide for himself, ecomce reconciled by his death. And, being They are not afraid of honorîng tieir Master,
according ta his opportunity and ability ta exa- reconciled, thley vil naturally rememîber his but they arc afraid of assigning ta hirm that
mille and understand the inallible word of God votierfuilexample,lis precepts, his commands, place which belongs ta God aloe.

But Unitarians by neaons admit that they and thus be saved by his life. In after ages You :go on ta say, had I heard of. some
do not believe in Christ's divinîity and atone- tei story of his death wil be read with wolinder great unnatural attack of my friend's upon lier
ment. It is truc that their belief a these and gratitude, and ivill stili b efricacious for venerable parents, personally, it co uld not have
points is diffcrent frot yours, but it is just as flua reconciiiation and salvation of mankind. surprised me more. She virttually adacksour
rean and valuable. They believe in the li- Those wiho had been appointed by the Son ta common Lord and Redeemer, as Imusttestify,
vinity of lite Son of Gad, because G d gave ta spread lite glad tidings of pardon, and ta carry by this retrocession from ier allegiance ta
his Anointel is Spirit rithoutmeasure.* on the Father's benevolent design-the vorlk Him; lessens infinitely bis claims on ier;
They believe in his alonenent, because it is de- of reconciliation--would nov naturally preaci lowers his tille ta ier confidence-his right ta
clared thatf Coda so loved tihe world that he the cross; ivould knoiw nothiîmg aamong men, command-ier motives ta love him. He did
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever b- but the Son aid Jin crcrield. This would be, not leave His divine throne -for her she has
lieveth in him should not periasbut have ever- emphaticaly, their theme. In tiis votld they discovered; idid n take·upon.hirself herna-
liasting life." Nor do they deny the Lord as glory. For this, is imitation of their Master, turc; did not condescend ta be a man., She has
having boughlt them, any more than they adeny wottidshey rejoice ta suffer andt todie. B3y no duty ta Hita as ' Lord of all ;' discardsand
tiat God redeemed lit lsraelites out f orthe belhevung m hlie cross, as held up to viev by repudiates all zeal for -limn asionce relinquishing
hand of Pharaoh by providing Ithe lmeans for their its ministers, all could still be rescuedi who are and nov wielding all poer in heaven and on
escape. They believe that they;are I iboughit wiuling t be savel ais lise terms proposed by earth. Is this my once pious friend ? The
wiith a price"-even the precious blood of teir sovereign. . wlole character, . tlne, and depth of ier piety,
Christ, as a Lambi vithout blemishs. and without Other foundation can no man lay. This ishov caîhaned, if these tiding s be tru !5?.

s They believe that the sinner is "recon- la ave us. 'ie death of Christ rcconciles us My dear Sir, iwhy sshoutlt yoi seek10 make
ciied ta Cod by the death of his Son." An ta Gd, and his life teaches us how ta live. my heart sad, when the Lord bas not- rie it
they behesve btlih St.Paul, thiai if, when they Therefore ve, Unitarians as. well as Trinu- so? I thank Gad that such assertions canot
were enemies, they were reconciled ta Gad by tarians, belong to the Lord Jesus Chist, who lias deprive me of that peace of conscienceywhich I
the death of is Son, tmuch more, being recon- bough ls wdh his blood. Eternal life is the gpft feel at ibis moment; but such allusions ta my
ciled, they shall be saved by his life. I ill Of te Father, throtiugh hun. Oh,,viat a price venerable parents as the one yo have nadie
give an illustration of my meaning. Suppose a lie paid for us .! ereim is love ! Nov bth thove, .do make me sad indeed. -God knows
civil commusty t a in a state of rebelion thei Father given him power over all flesh, that how it bas wrung my heart ta give then pain
against tiheir lawfui sovereig. It would be eatshould ge1ternal life to as many as he but He also knowsthat I couldi not.iconscien-
just in that Km- t visit themt wuith summary lithi given bim. If Christ, under God, hath iously act otiservise thans I bave donc.
vengeance ; but le is a compassionate King, given t us eternal life, ta Christ, under Gad, Anti whîtat right have .you t say that I have
and is not villing that any shouli perish.i ve heiong. We are Christ's, and Christ given up my ailegiance to our common Lord?
Afler trying various means to reconcile tien to God's. Crist says lo his Fatter, all mie You require, before you wil allow ta me the
his government, last of all lhe sends iis Son; are tune, and thie are mica." INov, mytdear the tille af Caristian,. ar more than Christ or
saying, "They vill reverence my Son." The Sir, is it correct ta say that Unitarians reject lis apostles-the establjsisers of ibis religion-
Sous willingly undertakes this mission ofimercy. the atonsement, only because they do not admit ever required. Noiv wiat right las any one to
It is the ai atnd abject of his life ta Persuade the your vewtof it ? If they believe that thedeath do this ? n the New Testament I constantly
rebelliotus subjects of bis kind and gracious of Christ is efficacious un procurig their sal- find that men vere commanded ta believethat
Father ta be reconciled to hun, and subit vation, bn this sense they believe thatif ias tie Messiah was the Son of.God'; but ii the
thsensslves ta lis just and reasonable authority. thereby purchased. They -believe that his present day: a very different faith-is iequired ai
Many and various are the proofs he gives them .Jeai was necessary ta produce such a change us. Instead. of saying, " I believe' that thou
of bis Faiser's long suffering and tender love; un nus, that our lheavenly Father could pardon art the Christ, the Son fthe liivitg God,"m
and in bis vis pterson he gives themî a ivonder- oui sins according ta his promise. Without the are requred ta say, 1 believe that thon. art
ful example of filial veneration and obedience. death of Christi ve should not b sa likely to be the living God himself.' The former is the
Such an example of filial devotion, of patience vrought upon to repent and reform; andvith- Unitarian fait, the latter the Trinitarian;
under suflering, and of unwearied compassion, oto repentace and formation wvecoiuldot be ich of the m ais the more scripturalbeli f, it
the worl lias never seen. The saine untiring pardoned. Ttus is otr redemption purchased apiearsto me is very plain.
love which fils the boson of the King, is by the blood of Chrit iaho, in a sense, and by 'You aniiot produce one passage of Scripture
Father, dwells!in bis own. To these rebellious t figure, bore aur sins a bis own baody an th a invhichthe primitive teachers of Christianity
subjects ie represents bis Father as their oc; just as, ;ista sense, and by a figure, he requiredt abelief in Jesus as the Supreme Being.
Father, long suffening, slow to anger, ready, foltie infirmities, and bore the .sicknesses of They called upon mento believe and confess
upon certain reasonable conditions, ta forgive those whose maladies ie removed while lhe so- that Jesus iwas the Christ,; that is,tthe knoin-
iniquity, transgression, and sin. journed among men, ted ; ie vho vas ta came; ivho vas typified

Some are touched by tiis exhibition of his and promised througiout tlie Old Testament, as
own and is Fatier's love, and willingly resign Trt HEsCRIPTUREs HsoNoR CHRIST. the great Mediator. between God and man.: 'He
themselves ta bis authority, and follow ihis MvI-rA.t Sust-Yau nsk me ta cconsider was t, ab, received as the glorious Savio'ur of
giiance; for utec cmes withIl al Pover"ý ta deep* Iebthe hle sirain of the lsethe world-annointed and sent' off Gadfo tis

ajart rhject sis mission.ri t an ile grat ai a nent, an, of a great mass of passages in the purpose, and therefore clothedtith¯ the, au-
majority reject is authority, and iwill nt even Old, ta not sem constructed on the principle thority of Gd himself. AkknovIedge of bis
credit thre genuieness of his credentials. The of lonoring C/rist as much as pssible. One , origital nature vas nevermadearequisite be-
rnorel hcprees hisclaims upon them , themore yo say "calls i 'Rai;[ ane lt Sn'of fare men could receive the salvation he cameviolent becomes their Opposition. -inally,ither God, the King; another, 'one who knew ail ta bring. It was enou tlitaI they recognized

lts divin 

jayfîslconsunumilIlttatait.

madniess and fury ise ta its ieigt, andi they things;' another his Lord and is Gad. There his divie authority,aandjoyfully submittedtoit,
put ta death ithe most shaneful and painful ceemsa" you continue "to have been no fear And what right have tudern divines to require
manner, the only and well beloved Son of teir. of overcharging ite epithets of honor, or the as- more than their:Master ever did?

* On titis poit onea ioe, rt Rex- A. B. criptions ofi iover bestowed. Now the charge .Should a.father seni amessenger ta archild
Mahuzzey, thus writes- " The popu ar theology ofiUnitarianisn is, painly, that ve think too n distant country,.woul be absoitiy ne-
telle e muchppofCrist.andborhimtono highly. -cessary for that child ta discover theoriginalstelusitat Jesua Christ ile 'bat Cti ýanti ma ' miiol-Crs mu um
that he lias, accordingly, 1tv distinct natures. ,But to ionor bim vert, lighly is the spirit of'all standing an respectability af the messenger
iIn ane aspect, this represontation is'correct. It is the Now Testament.' boerehe would:receive ani honor hisfather's
true tiat two natures, a human anda divine, met I frecly gra'nt tia epiitets af hsnor and as- message? Would not bis chief; inquiry bce,
in our Saviour. Bot it bs non true, that theycon- criptions ai power, are, th-oughout the Bible ;does lie really. come from mnyfati-, vith full
stituted one beiung. Christ, the mai, %vas not lavisised upon our blessed Master ut tsaI i power anI authority to deliver andenforce bis
unted with a Christ, who iato, out wiu oth,- a reason vhy ve- shotild corifoundhuim ivith will? This point once .satisfactorily -scer-

Y a separate, bdependent beimg, one who, unlike i d d tho is coastaathlyspken oft Iined, vitilothtt message have oqialiselssf, is eernal, oinisient, ad anighSupreme-Gdwf
was ii ati, and God was in lim. Theu apostleis a' disitc .Being front the Messiah. 11w veigit whether th ichosen mesugerver
Paul itncites the Christian ta becone apartaker of can lie Son bs theFather?. We are nowlhere origmally nch or .poor honared or unknown?
li diviienature. Christ, in tiis sene, did partaike told that they are two distinct persons in one I do not mean tosaytht the origina l dtigdity
of the di.vine nature. God was maniesteldinim ; being. It is trie that Christsays, a an my ndimportaneof-thems g wldbea
lie ws gifted wit iis spirit vithout mensure; it Falther are one ;" but he also, in prayer ta his matter of no .consequence. Far fron if.> But
s is hisconnection with God that akes li our Father, explains tis mening y these re- I do mean t tassert that his ornginal character

- Savioaur; dery tat, andad ire have nîo Saviour markable words; and the giory which thou wrouldti not affect the abstract qitefaion ai bis
Sleft. So is it that two naties rnet in Christ.us gvesf I ha ian t , tia th h ahotitv, and ofihe hild's dutyimplicily talThe folloaingnaremerAs are from an article fron s a e Mnt i n c tmaybi obey viat lié is ohvinced is his fther's mes-
i the peri of Dr. Channing, entitledi, "Objections -elL' t .or npi; 'AItbey uld h sege.* Noiv Christ-coses la us as themes-to Utnitarian Clhristianity coisidlered. f He says: be ? Lot our Lord reply ;l ithat theyall may sagess

It is objected to us that ie tony the divinity of hecone, as thon, Father, art in me, andi I n songer of God. Thtrough .un Gpdiwase anu-
esus Christ. Novwhat does thisobjection mean? thee, that they also may be"-not one in eaich festedin the flesi., He came .to usher i the

What are -ve ta understand by the divinity of alier, but- cone in-us." Christiandîspensation.fWellros anowredge
Christ? nt Inthe sense in which imay Ciristians, Fuirther, Unitarians do not charge their or- his authoity-let it;pro eed fromtwhat ource
and perhaps a snajority, interpret-it, ve do not thodlox brethrei vithl giving ton much onoia il may-et il:li origimaior derived:from the
dieny it, but beliive it asfirmly as tiemnealves. Christ ; they charge thens vithi mnistaking alto- Father, as ie expressly.teaches lus a is-the
Webeievefirmlyin ithîieunify of Chrit's tmis- - ther the.declarations of tie Bible.concerning effect upon me is just the.same;; .and youhave
sionnudiice;tint ie spoewiithdivinearutoity, s rigt to takeit that Iinno

Sand was a bright imnago o irte divide-î perfections. .mwCris.in iom Unitarianshelieve r Chist a taorhat th rholecli fluet InoWe believe that Godlwct in htim, manitested h1m1- wis is a distinct ing from the Supreme.God, ; rian, an e claracler,-one,
t self through him, and communiated to him is t/he Son, and not the Fathr; yau:dç,not sif- andtdepth of nuy- piety are changed;when I

Spirit without neasure. We believe.thait Jeans u.fciîélý honor;cr therfre lhl ct made acknowledgeiChrist as my:spiritual Head and
Christ was thermostgloriousdisplayexpressioi, aäiujisÏyou, by Unitarians, is just the rëvese Lord just as fully and.heartily as e-ver I di.
yand representative o God ta mankind, soihiaitin' a ithe tine you have pt itoiterlips.4  What " Who art thogilt j ddstanothr man's ser-
Sseing, ntd hnowing hitn, v sete andiknoi tito youicall the luman.nature:of Christ youcor- vant I Tiss own'master lue stausdti r feu-

t invisible Fater; soithat.wli Christ came; Gon tainly do not honor as the Uitarian.honors his elt. Yeh ta shalli bholden up ;;for Cati isvisitéde iheiworld sveltvith men more con- Master. uVhenChrist dcares, withoutqial- chie la make lim stand.
spcoul ha tan óme ero. IiCritsficato l hà woiusvliartGodipeairing; in hismiracles we caion, tiat t ere was a ,ertain tay and houtr *TieTiiniturianBliisopWtson;says, "i His

s baahold Gd-ai ai h aitis'ciaraiterand lifesvd .ofîtihs he knaev iothin nwe,woi are Unila- (Christs): anutiority: as' tileachrisithesame,
seen unsulliediiae .of oGlds purity anlova. ria:ns, beve hi. Yot, on th contùrary, make wlhethier>you.sippose;lim ta-havabceen tbe
We believe, then, intih diviity of Christ, as tiis lim prftaricafe, adiii net tedenyvhat Eternal Gad, or a being:irieriar.to -im, but
term s often and properly used.n lie cerainly must have knowan in the ailer ýcommraissioneid by Himi.;
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