CTHE FAIRIE

RAmmmaran L in dasn
i his-aems, nud bou. her fo Lllc upurlmonts of
the seraglio.: . ‘ .

. Itwis with strange lmd nuanIuI f' ings (hm.
A/ru, the unfettered and the free; found herself
“the wlun(m‘v intnute of u gilded prison--for'such
i trueh it was. She, \\ho=e dwelling had ever
been with nuture, and among the cottage homes of
the lowly und the simple, was overwhelnied with
wonder and admiration at the splendid appoint-

“ments, and luxurious eleganee of her new abode.
el apartment of - the' paliee, us it seemed to
her, surpnssed the rest in benuty~though -all
were-hung with costly draperies. and cooled by
gusl\m-v fountuins—all weve furnished with Inx-
urious coudnes, and piles of richly embroideral

\ions, while every wlicre, exauisite vases, filled

" with delicious lowers,met the cye, mln"lul"' their

fragrance with that of lhup«.rl‘umcll waters which
stlent slaves eontinually sprinkled wround to
frcsh the -airy and with the odoriferous smoke

‘whielevolved in ligght wreaths throngh: the suall

i pertumc ‘ol the bronze and porphyry censers in

whicl frugrant' p‘xsnlc; ware lu,pt. c.onat.mll.\

burmn-r S i

5 Fora fow ‘\('c]‘s,u\nn. nnlul \\uh ldeh-rh(,

\\]nd\ she fundly houglit conkl never -lmnge lo:

suuct), in the tnaceustomed lu\ur\' wid sp]r-ndor
that swerounded her. | But soon afl el

tinr lo her senscs, and \nth its nmellv, d

also tlic duum \\hth laad mmle hu- seck™
for its ultmmm.ub—ull al tengih ¢ u'\' duy

sccmul but the transeript of that which had pre-
ceded 1t ‘and stie leniued to hate the tivesume mo-

nolony ul her existence, * Her spivils lost their
lmo_) wicy; her right fuee its glad glow of happi-
ness. Nothing in short gave ey’ plcnslnu—tllo
conversation of her compunions was insipid-~the;
graweful dunces of the country, which she-had at
first-admired: somueh, she soon . thonght less:
Leautitul thin these of her own. dear Tund—the
music scemer to her pussionless,: compared with
that which her ear had drank in nmeng her na-
tive hills,==and " even the rave and dainty \'iunds_j
that! daily tempted her padale, she thought Jess.
delicious - than” the-rich clusters of fier father :
gerapes, dnd-the sweet bavley-cokes prepured for’
her Ly the hund of her faithul Mahula.

© iInt word; though living: amidst the pomyp .ol

castern’ ]J\Hl‘\', il lhonvh the! favourite .aul

,1ru=u.d attendant of her” 1-0)nl nmlrc: {

: llmuvvht ])lc) cd I g e )]\Ll"\\'urmllpml the rnm.
ul':'lll her . ]0\ Sllc \\nc. nhlen(l lu.,

buhnms pulncc o brushi the” early d\.\\
“watch ilie evening stat in its spacious und, dehnht-
'fu]g- dum, But umid their shades she mhulod not: -
the ‘nir’ o Treedom,  nor “did the music of their

, B |

y mbm\ en:(l alm(leaol tlm nm'd

* which xh_o_ b

lmmhc(l founlnms soothc het <oul hLe the Iow'
.murmur of xhoau sy
. thic' grey rock in the fir-off land of*

van walers that gushed from
1hin, and
sheilonged, at times intensely, to.ily beyond tho
stately walls of her prison, and seek ugain the
Iree and simple homne of her childhood.

. But alas, for poor Azra! She knew not her

own heart, and when, she only believed herself

weary of the pomp that surrounded her, she knew
‘not that she foved it still; that her high ambition
had not attined its aim, and that regret illed
her soul, beeause she hud not achievel for herself
the grestness which she eoveled.  Tnwardly she
repined Lo feel hersell only a cypher in the house-
hold of the Sultana, a mere dependunt on hee will,
an instrument of her pleasture, and her proud spi-

rit rebelled b the . degradation she had songht,
. Could she have exchanged positions - with  her
mistress, and have reigned. where she was now

doomed tv serve, the current of her thoughts nnd
leclings woulld have llowed in a fur diflferent chan-
nel, aml it is to he feared the fonntain, and the

-grove, and the simple home ol her father, \\ouh]

have, been remembgred onl\ in; lnm ble contr:
with”the rightness of hcr c\.lllul fonlu
sllc (h l nuc su.k m mnl\ . the: \um (leaue= nd
n her hea

'unl), itis I)ct(ex' tn be thie ohjeet of 1duhm_) u a.

1 to. lw llm sh\e of an-

mud-\\ u]lu(l cullu"o 'th

-'.\n(l 'la(lmse lucllll“‘b du) I.u dny g.unul a s(ronw '
er llol(l upon her.mind, the-sweet: flow " of hew;-
its and afleetions| beeame: chilled and eni-.
she Jenrned to envy the power and hap-'

tho
bittered;
piness ‘ol her conliding. mistress, to hrood with
morbid meluncholy over her:voluntary degrada-

tion, und to depreeate uncensingly tite hour when

‘she had yielded to the bondage that now so liope-
lcasl_) enthratled her., '.lhh :ol( intlicted torture
Avas rendered more ]murnnm by n e crmn degrey
‘vt indillerence, of ke manifested towards her by
Iy the Sultana, whose “ahsorbing Jove for her.
Tashand vendered her almost regardless of her
fovmer fuvouries, while the: power wliich she had
obtained over her fickle and’ unpcnmm lowdly’
seemed fittle'else than the effect of magic, -
Dwelling upon:these cirewmstonees, uml men:

tally agmravating overy: vél or l'uucicnl'sligln,

which shé had recentlyrveceived, Azvn stole one.

stdtry noon -from " her restless couch, \\hen the .
- (-\u..sof the: “Imh-

\uc so.nlc(l in lhu.n'

l'lll"ll()

'ollenl slow

for & minute




