
TIIE PARENT'S CURSE.

CHAPTER xvi Frederick yielded to the persuasions'of La vton,and ie next morning set out for London. TheirLon d t a h e earn te ight sep of reception vas as welcome as Lawton had pro-sa profoun tlat lie heard ot tlie liglit tep f mised, nd tl' ic sertuples of Florence to giveestdon aS tle, nrd theishasur ted his h m who hinI-1(ad so long possessed hierhSed an d teut auds ein uprti i art, wvere easily ovveomne by the uinited influenceph eofl -sd for some moments to of her fr' nds nd the oepi-ru laigtis victim of a parent's pride; his of her on pleadings
Choks hng wileand su en, and h is w elEcted Once more our orphan stood before the altar,poed, nd ildlv round bis brow; Ernest np. but not now was she an unwilling bride; Lord*
ord , Fredlaid bis and upon his shoulder. Frederick Villiers stood beside ber, and to himsord laguily tite again, s e t ad 'e se now freely gave the hand which had once"tiý Yonu l Eret, hav not quite forgte me, al nearly passed into the possession of another.

th oughmyunmanweness hast madt e me , e -it aw scene and the untimely fate of her
'yself!i Oh you know lnot hown I ave wished ed theselves to her remembrance,

rhe
sel !o aOin yet Idare not se Ibek oush" to adeo dte joy of the present moment And"e I soud anoyt h aed nlece you! lnha nowv did lord Frederick first learn that she wasnot do so nu the hoegetd of bein the g ba of a om beig a portionless bride; but the pos-od tidins; in the hope of being the bearer f sessor of wealth equal to bis own. After spend-W0 ith &s you afas evenuwito cointefr a ie ing a few days with the banker, wvho, n'otwith-adthe onafseen itht I have spo you standing his great age, graced the nuptial scene,the cnen or oinin the hand sof ld althey took a tender leave of the Lawtons, andthechnceofyour obtaining the band of lady withi the promise that Ernest would soon followriz Percival. Yes, you are now free, so it i t thea, repired toe their lovely bouse so Devonittle Florence, or no lady Villiers! You sbire

ire ou but listen! When I left>71 se Lord Frederick bad written te bis parents thein Cambridge, I depart or day after bis marriage, imploring teir pardon1o0 and bastened to carry into effect a little for bis disobedience; but many days elapsed erea1n I had formed; I wrote to lady Maria, inform- he received an enscer. At lengt it came, andIJg her of the connection which existed between bis seul sunk witin him as e perused its con-
nel, and Florence; I told berthe simple truth, tents. The long dreaded curse was pronouncedtrnely, enateyi are now, and bave for seme time in the most fearful terms the heart of man coulde dsperae y in love with ber, aid explan d dictate, and forbidding him to regard longer ascpthe earscehic was pgetised upon yon, by his parents those whom he bad disbonored by bise thi arl succeeded an getting yen te co - alliance; he was debarred from ever appearinge r is proposan for the baud ef ber ladysip. in their presence, or writing to them, and thus[ est lai as I anticipated; ber ladysbip freely was be cast frum the parents he so fondly loved.ber dlaims te your baud, aïsd you are lis heart was rent with anguish, and the thought

ut oethat the beautiful Florence was now bis ownmut sorence, were is she pc saw the deat could not console him. Longý he paced the floor
f ei James reorded in the publice prints, and of bis room in anguish of spirit, and repined atfte has been t, me a source of deep anxiety." bis unhappy fate. But reason at length came toorher witon mnse, and b will take the task ef bis aid, and he resolved thai he would forgetou r upon mself, but bereaftcr I hal ap- bis father's anger, and appreciate the blessingsn iu lier Cspeiae guardian, and hope you which lie now enjoyed. He thouglt of bis lovclye abled te give gou d tstimony et the wife, who lived but in bis smile, and remembered

Jtler ih hic you perfoin your trust. Se that for lier sake he stffered. "I will beite te London The anates cf oeur appy," he said, " the snile of Florence shalle Cottage will give you a joyous welome! compensate for all I have lost for ber sake," andssY father! I cann , even te ensure my bereafter, although he thouglit of bis father's
,, 5 endur when heidsitrea are use anger with regret, it brought no nnguish to bis

j \,onserse wben he finds bis tbreats are use- beart
t h at1 be quiet enaugh, and I will venture At length he received intelligence that bis% Pet torence i l yet be as great a favorite parents, accompanied by lady Ilarriet, were gonetè,,PoCt t be ater filcbing froet him bis pet abroad. Thus all hopes of a reconciliation wereeu bonny Ilarren" for the present destroyed; and in the enjoymentfrora the influence cf bis father, lord cf domestic bliss, and the society of bis few inti-


