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personal attractiôns even wher lier affections were plidged to
another. WVhen that olier, he alloiwcd himsolf to thinlk, was so
inferior in extcrnal fascinations, he doubted not that lie coùld
easily secure the love of this fair one, whose beauty had so
powerfuliy affected him. But when at the expiration of their
acadenic career, he conplied with his fricnd's carnest desire
that lie vould accompany iim to his beloved home, a favour
however which lie bad determiined to bestow long before il iwas
requested, lie found that Mary Lee's heart would bc no easy con-
quest and he read in the fond cnthusiasm of her sparkling eye,
as it rested upon Charles, destruction ta his wicked hopes.
But wh'en his fiicnd, with a countenance radiant w'ith hai-
piness, inforied himi that his Mary lad consented ta become
his vife before another niontli should clapse, cnvy new no
bounds, and while, with a bland smile, he expressed his congra-
tulations-malice was rankling at his heart-and his joy was
unboundcd wien the news arrived which compelled his friend ta
leave his lovely Mary. Apparentiy in the enthusiasm of friend-
ship, lie offcred to accompany hiim. With delight did Charles
accept his proposal, happy in the thouglt, that he could speak
of his iMary's perfections to one who knew lier and could res-
pond to his enthusiastic motions.

Aftcr Charies's departure Mary and Helen vere seidom se-
parate-H-elen idolized her brother, and his virtues, his talents
and his goodness were the inexhanustibic tiieme of tleir conver-
sation. After lie reaclied Paris the first vessel informcd thcm
of his safe arrival, and assured his darling Mary, that amid the
cares and bustil of business, lier loved image wras ever pre-
sent before hin, and he delighted ta roflect that tinie and absence
would hot diminislh the love which she had confessed for
him. le spoke of his friend, and with enthusiasmn descanted
upon his kindness, and the happiness whiclh his society afflorded
him. Mary and Helen had no secrets between then, and the
moment Mary had perused lier letter, Helen became acquaint-
cd. with its contents.-" I must acknowledge" said Mary, as


