220

CANADIAN DRUGGIST,

Scptember, 1894,

choap drug in small qu‘:mtitius, at same
rice, 15¢,

(d) Tho bottle or jur used in a pre-
scription is always charged extra, and in
entering the price on n preseription it
must bo for the medicine only, the bottle
or jar being charged for according to the
schedule,

Cortes,—(a) Avoid giving copies of
prescriptions if possible; but if the
customer insists on it, then he st have
it, but the word “copy” must not be
written on it or any writing or number
which would indicate the fact to other
druggists that it had been put up before,
The original prescriptions nrenlways to be
kept it possible, giving the customer a
copy if he demands it.

(#) Under any circumstances an orginal
prescription wust never be taken out of
the Prescription-book to give to the
custower,

Puescrurtion Coustei.—(a) The pre-
scription clerk will see that his counters
are kept perfectly clenn and neat.  As
soon as n prescription is checked off) re-
turn the stand-bottles to their places on
the shelves and clean up all the utensils
used.

(0) He must soe that all dispensing-
bottles are kept full, or nearly so.

(¢) He must enter at ones on  the
Want-book, or on the Manufucturing-
book, any article that is wanted.

(d) Quict must be observed when
compounding  prescriptions,  especially
when the custowmer is present, as any
loud talking, asking questions, or up-
parent inattention excites distrust and
wenkens confidence on the part of the
customer,

(¢) Tho prescription clerk must  put
away in their respective places all druys
and chewrals that are received in the
store, and also fill all the tincture-bottles.

Avbress oF  PatieNT.—~Tnguire  the
name and address of every person who
leaves & prescription to be prepared, and
writo it on the back of the prescription.
This precaution need not be obsorved if
the proscription is puid for at the time it
is left.  But in all cases when o stranger
leaves n prescription, the clerk must tey
and get paywent in advance if it can be
weured without giving offence to the
custonier.

Prescription Prices.

Among the many evil effects noted as
coincident with the cutting of prices upon
proprietary medical preparations is the
extension of the warfare in muny i
stances, 30 that it threatens that most
important article in the druggist’s stock—
his skill. The bete noire of the pharma.
cist is now the mun who can get his pre-
scriptions tilled cheaper somewhere else,
and the existence of this state of afluirs
would scem to call for the earnest atten.
tion of the various twnde organizations,
and, in fact, should act s an incentive to
further organization. There may be dif.
furonces of opinion us to the possibility of

mnintaining prices upon goods, which,
like other commodities, nre subject to the
fluctuations incident to competitive buy-
ing and sclling, but there should be no
dillerencoe in the attempt to maintain pro-
per prices upon brains. Tt is perfectly
proper that the public, which now re.
yuires, through legal ennctinent, a cortain
standard of knowledge for the pharmuacist,
should be reminded that such things must
be paid for, and if the druggist does not
attend to this himself no one is going to
do it for him.

‘The ditlicultivs in the way of maintain.
ing prices upon prescriptions aro wmainly
those which come from n lack of fellow-
ship on the part of members of the pro-
fession, and it only requires the sacrifice
of a little supertiuous pride and a great
deal of unjust suspicion as to the motives
aud character of competitors to induce
harmonious co-operation. In spite of what
is said agninst the codo of uthics of the
medical profession, thers is no doubt that
its existence has done much to prevent
the physician’s remuneration being low-
ered to the cut-throat standard. Andin
this mntter there ave ditliculties which the
phurmaceuticn! profession does not have
to meet. There are ditferences in theskill
and reputation of medical practitioners
which call for varying degrees of remun-
eration, but practically there should be
very little, and theorctically none at all,
as far ns the proficiency and reputation of
the pharmacist with the public is concern-
ud.  The physician depends for success
upon his judgment in treating diseases,
and this success is measured by the appar-
ent results.  The most cowplicated ailie-
tions naturally conmmand the services of
the wost skilful physicinn, but the phar-
macist, who is up to the standard which
is now dewanded, is computent to uct as
coadjutor to cither the fanious city physi-
cian or his more remote prototype of the
saddlebags.

The construction of proper schedules of
prices and their maintenance are all
within the scope of present organizations.
Where there ave but two druggists in a
community, they should be # unit upon
this point, and where there is but one, he
should organize with bhimsclf for the
waintenance of the dignity and wetl-being
of his profession.  There is also hope that
in thus uniting upon sowething concern-
ing which opiunion is all upon one side,
the difficulties may be smoothed for the
adjustmunt of that other problem of cut
rates upon * proprietaries.” -L’harmaceuti-
cal Eva.

Interesting Exhibit.

Ome of the most interesting exhibits at
the sixty-second annual meeting of the
British Medical Associntion is that of
Frederick Stearns & Co., of Detroit, Mich.,
which adjoins that of Thomas Christy &
Co., who act ns the firm's agents in this
country. The center-piece of the stand is
# swall tube containing a pale browu sub-
stance in tiny crystals, to which has been

given the unme of * Paujecoriie.” The

substance consists of the alkaloids of Cod
Liver Qil, and is the result of the labors
of MM. Gauticr and Morgues, two French
chemists, who have spent a considerable
amount of timo in Cod Liver Oil rescarch.
‘I'he principle alkaloid in the oil is Morr-
huiue ; next comes Aselline.  Up to tho
present it has not been found possible to
sopurate thu ulkaloids, which are hero
shown in combination. Ttis claimed that
“ Panjecorine ’ possusses two thousand
times the strength of the ordinary Cod
Liver Oil. Cod Liver Oil preparations
are among’ the leading articles of Messrs.
Stenrns & Co., and in the firm’s * Wine of
Cod Liver Oil,” which is also shown, the
question of producing an absolutely palat-
able article, containing 25 per cent, of oil,
us represented by its active medicinal con-
stituents, has, it ik said, been solved.—
Lhe Chemist and Druygist, Aug. 4, 1894,

The Deadly Chemist.

The chewist is intinitely more danger-
ous than the idiot with an unloaded gun.
'The prospective victim of the unloaded
gun has a chanco to reason with the de-
mented creature by flooring him with a
chair.  Or, ho can dodge. Not so with
the absent-minded chemist’s victim, who
nourishes his systom from a Jarge bottle
of kill-me-quick, on which, as on a tomb-
stone, the chemist has written the victim's
nue and how to take it to produce the
undesired effect.

The carcless chemist is the ency of the
entire human family, including himself,
for it issclf-evident that it is s short-sight-
ud policy for u chemist to persist in ferd-
ing his cash custoers on ratsbane. Our
observatious confirm a previous impression
that after & man hins been jnserted into
silent tomb he ceases to be s source of
revenue to the chemist, or to anybody else
except to those who have tombstones to
sell. Far better would it be for the chem-
ist to proloug s indelinitely as possible
the lives of customers who buy a peuny-
worth of tooth-powder for a shilling, and
other articles at similar rates.

It is only fair to state that the chemist
is not always to blame. The wodern doc-
tor persists in following the example of his
pre-Adamite predecessors in writing pre-
scriptions in Latin, and in a hand that
looks like a Venetian blind that had been
twisted by rheumatism and subsequently
struck by lightning.

Some of the doctors imagine that be-
cnuse Napoleon Bonunparte, who was also
pretty good at sending people suddenly
into the uext worid, wrote a villainous
hand, their writing should also create the
impression that it was done in the dark,
while they were under the influence of
spiritus frumenti—but it is & mistake.—
Amusing Jonrnal.
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LycrroL is recommended by Wittzack
as of cqual value with piperazine as »
uric acid solvent. Tt is a derivative of
piperazine, and, being very deliquescenty
he prescribes it in. the form of a tartratel
Subcutaneour adininistration is anwise.




