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are, as it were, by law established, the g7tardians, not only of the
youth of the land, but also of its language :

Froin Education, as the lending cause,
The publie character its colour draw8;
Thence the prevailin- niannera take their cast,
Extravagant or sober, loose or chaste.

And whcn we take ino consideration the influence that words exert
on individuats and communities, we shall think it flot increly a
inatter of interest in regard to, critical investigation, to watch Dar-
rowly, and preserve scrupulously the purity of our dear old mother
tongue. Higher reasons enter into the inatter. IlMany years ago,"
says Coleridge, "lin conversing with a friend, I expressed îny bctief
thýat in no instance had the false use of a word become current,
without some practical ill consequence, of far greater moment til
would, primo a.âpectu, have been thought possible. That friend,
very lately referring to this remarki, assnred me that not a monthi
had passed since theui, without some instance~, in proof of its trutit,
having occurred in bis own experience; and added with a smile,
that lie had more than once amused himself with the thought of a
sverbarian attorney-general, authorised to, bring information, ex
officio, against the writer or editor of anv work in extensive
circulation, who, after due notice, shonld '-rsevereinmsig
a word." -mssn

Milton, in a letter vritten nt Florence, in bis early manhood,
to one of bis Italian friends, states in strong ternis the mutiial
relation between a language and the thoughts and feelings of
the people using it. Rie says that it should not be regarded
as a anatter of littie importance, whether the language of a people
bc pure or corrupt, or what is the character of their daily
speech ; that it is bis firm belief, that when a language becomes
vicions and inaccurate, its degeneraey will very soon be followed
by the downfall of the State; and that, on the other hand,
there neyer was an Empire or State, that duly watchied over
and cultivatea its language, but prospered ini a greater or les

E tnot be nnderstood, from, what 1 have said, that 1

disparage elassical. Iearning, or the use of words derived from
the Chassies. Far from it. 'The Saxon element cf our tongue
is incapabie of supplying us wtith a sufficient stock of words to
express our ideas with easo and precision on niany, especially on
scientifie subjects. Té write in a pnrely Saxon English manner,
wonld crainp our style, repress the easy flow cf thouglit and
imagination, and embarras and lay our minds in fetters, where
the utanost freedomn, and the greatest resources of the language,
niay be .required.

[To ]BE CONrzMUED.]


