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Books and Periodicals

New Books.
A Successful Canadian Book.

R. F. Clifford Smith, of Montreal, has had the
gratifving distinction- rare as it is with our
Canadian authors-of having a third edition

of his first book placed on the market. Such is the
good fortune of his "A Lover in Homespun and
Other Stories," published by William Briggs, and
which first appeared less than two years ago. Mr.
Smith has no reason to complain either of his recep-
tion by the reading public or of his treatment by the
reviewers. The London Literary World declares
the stories " compare favorably with similar selec-
tions in which Scotch, Welsh, and Irish rural life
have been exploited." The success of his first ven-
ture certainly must be encouraging to this young
Canadian writer, from whon we may confidently
expect great things in the future. We notice that
the new edition bas as frontispiece an excellent
portrait of the author.

The Girl at Cobhurst.
There is a fla or about Frank R. Stockton's work

that is inimitable. This new story of his is possessed
of that same quality that bas made "Rudder
Grange " and " The Lady or the Tiger " famous.
He has the happy faculty of throwing into relief the
salient features of ordinary mortals so that they be-
come interesting individuals indeed, while his quiet
humor flows through the whole course of the story,
sparkling as it flows. Ralph Haverley is a young
man who comes into a large inheritance. Two
Matrimonial Slemers,-Miss Panney, a nost
eccentric old lady, and La Fleur, an artful French
cook,undertake to provide hini with a suitable help-
meet. The interest of the story, as one or the other
gains an advantage and the tide of love ebbs to and
fro, is always kept at the highest point. When we
say that this is one of AMr. Stockton's nost charac-
teristic stories, wve do not need to use higher terms
of appreciation. It is a charming love sto:y. [To-
ronto : Copp Clark Co.

The Victor's Crowns.
There is no name that stands higlier as a preacher

than that of Dr. Alexander Maclaren, of Manchester.
For method, freshness, scholarship and literary
finish lie is unexcelled. A volume of sermons from
his pen never disappoints. Indeed Dr. Maclaren
seens to be steadily improving upon himself, and it
is a question if lie has ever publisbed anything quite
so good as the series of sermons in the volume be-
fore us. The title is drawn from the series of seven
discourses fron the second and third chapters of
Revelations with which the volume begins. There
are thirty-two sermons in all ; and what impresses
one in reading them is their uniform high excellence.
There is io padding. There are no dull passages.
This great preacher is a genius as an expositor.
Under his treatment the Scriptures glow wvith fresh
light and glory. He is neIer dravn away froni
God's Word in choosing his ihemes. The Bible is to
hini an inexhaustible nine, and lie is continually
surprising you with the treasures which he uncovers.
Like all great preachers, Dr. Maclaren has a lively
fancy. Heis quick to discern resemblances in things,
and is a master in the art of speech. His pages

glisten with pictures and enblenis, with descriptions
and comparisons-windows through which thc truth
flashes in myriad forms. After reading these ser-
mons, one does not wonder that for over thirty years
the people have thronged to listen to this eminent
divine. He has always a message, and such a
message as human hearts everywhere are hungry
to hear. [Toronto: Fleming H. Revell Co.; 316
pages, $1.25.

Periodicals.OU'TING for June is a delightful number. filled with the

bree/z freshness of these fair june das. The bicycle is
'ery prominent. and aclhting has more than the usual
space. All other departnents are gcncrousy treated. and

the illustrations arc up to the usual high standard. 'he contents
arc as follows: "Through the Shenandah Valley Awheel." by
Daniel F. Gay, A June Day on Egg Island. Alaska." b> Geo.
C. Cantwell; " Bicycling in the 13lack Forest," by Anson P. At-
terbury; "Canadian Golf." by John P. Roche; "A People's
Playcroind," by Ed. V. Sandys ; " A Maiden Effort." by the
late Kathleen Sulivan; " Bilack Ba-s on the Orange Watershed."
by Llcwellyn Il. Johnston; "Iluefishing off Montauk ". and the
usual editorials, poems. and records.

Vhile conserving its general lterary interests, McClures
Magazine for June makes good its tte iof a W'ar Number. Be-
ginnîîg înith an effecta.e patrotic Lo'.er and a frontîspiece por-
trait of the commander of the armies, General Miles, the special
character of the number is continued by an article by General
Fitzhugh Lee, giving the observations and impressions gathered
b> hun as Consul-General of Ila.ana on Cuba. and its people
and go'ernment. and the war for freedom. This is fmUl illus-
trated with portraits of Cuban rulers and leaders and pittures of
Cuban sencs and niadents. Stephen Bonsal, w.ritaing fromîî Ai-
miral Sampsun's flagshîp. the ter) centrt. of operations. tells the
stor% of the mo ciments and ad% entures of the blockading fleet,
and his article is illustrated from photographs taken b hinm
aboard the flagship. L. A. Coolige tells some heroîi st.res of
Dec., Sampson, and the other fighting leaders, Joseph Earle
icevens writes of Manila ont of his own experience as a resident
there. There is still other war matter in the nunber, and there
arc an interesting instalment of Anthony Hope's no%.el, an ex-
cellent short story by Octave Thanet, and Charles A. Dana's
recollections of his own connection w'ith the Secret Service and of
an historic visit to Gencral Sheridan.

Torpedoes and Torpedo Pibats is the subject of the icadng
illuîstratcd paper in the June number of Frank Leslire. Po/pular
MAonthly. B. B. Croffut tells the history and progress of these
little enginesof destruction.and describes their manufacture. cost
and manipulation. The Working of a Modcrn Mine." by Jas.
Harold Thonpson, tels of tlc life of the miners at work. and is
w'ell illustrated. A pretty piece of miusic is contributed by John
Philip Sousa. the " March King." the w'ords to which wcre
vritten by Ilunter alacCulloci. The Disciples of Christ are de-

scribed by Rev. S. T. Willis. with many good pictures. Henry
Clay Colver has an interesting account of the resources of
Seattle, Wash., which is illustrated with views of the principal
building.s and points of interest. There arenumerous other good
things. including several short stories. the departmcnt for boys
and girls. etc.

As :ts opening feature the June Ladres HomieJournai interest-
ingl' presents a 5ures of har.îi.terist,. ancdotes f Mirs. Ce'te-
land. illustrated with photographs inade especially for the article.
WVitn the concliding letiers of the scries giving "The Inner Ex-
pcriences of a Cabinet ieiiber"s Wife in Washinrton the
authorship is discloscd and miuch curions intercst gratiied. The
poctic romance of the Brownings is related by Clifford lloward.
r an article on - The Mist Rcautiful Love Sorv in Literature."
and the Shaker cominunity of «Mount Lebanon'is described by
M3adelinc S. Bridges. Ed.ard Bok has a vigorous cditorial
page. while Lilian Bell has crosqed the Rusin trontier. and
vrtes of her journey. her experiences. and of the people she met
in Poland. 3Irs. S. T. Rorcr writes on soups and on fruits. and
theJournal architcct presents plans for three small chuirches.
Four special pages are devoted to womens gowns, and there are
articles on ncedlework, and ncarly every icature of home hfc is
touchcd upon.

AFRIca is the in exhaustible subicct ch icl1v treatcd in The lfiç-
sionary R'e:•iewofhe iorld for Juic. 1rcderic Perry Noble,
Secretary if the Chicago Congress on Africa, givcs an able con-
densed history of the progress of I Protestant Christianity in
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