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DISCERNINQ TIME.

"1A wise man's heart discerneth both time and judgmenV"-Ecceg. viii. 5.

BY TIIE BEY. PATRICK GRAY, KINGSTON.', C.W.

Befoî'e another issue of this publication, revcrberating o'er thc world 8hould awaken

one of timle's grent periods shail bave thie sleej>er, alarm the neghligent, rouse tcb

closed, and a succee(ling one slî:tll have agony the conscience of the unsavel,

to«menceeý its coiurse. Another year shîadl siflhier, and startie and soleninize us al.-

haîve been added to the wold's atge;- a niew Sul'elY, %% e :re ca]led upon to try to dis-
wriikle ýfurriowýd in its brow. Ve shiah be cern something in thec ime that wiil induce
one year nearer to eterniitv-to- tle vnýst tilil~itftilness, and ]ead us to prayer, ant

l'ud",unlteginning, iiîneniiîg i;-fioin heiven-directed effort, which, by God's

w'hich timie, irvay be Iookedl back uPoil, as ben~ maiy reslilt iu the rerlernption of

alittie e1-isole in the grand epic o)f Being imne by uis, andin lu astiugy benefit to otur
and Duration-one page of history-, ail- 'soîîs. " iemnshatdsent

iiio tant butbrief --- afragmentof avolune, both time and juidgment." Fools euh' areý

wiUîiolt a cotiinîeîîenoctL or a close. urîheediîîg, and content to be ignorant in
And w heu we reflect, that 've are (leeply sncbl a ease.

iiîterested in) the mnatter, as- inihtants of 1. Discerninc ime, is ]ook)ing at it, con-
the eartb, as piigfrims here, travelling to an) sidering it and n!l about it; to know what

lii(liscovered country beyond ; appearing on iL is, and whiat we have to do witb it.
this sceîîe for a little season, then stepping Tiîne is to us, to ail ; the period of earth,

cii into that unknown future,wheti we caii to, Iv mortal life; a portion of it already gone,,

~nnthat ouir days are nuimberocid by these beyoul recali; a preseut moment in poss-.

Paming, vears, and that, long beiln'e ecarth'8 iession ;---and a probable 1engtheniugr of oulr,
8tory eilds, whle yet its years are roiing Lerm a little farther inLob the future.

on with uîuflaxging force, and undiîiuisýhed Time is a fragment of éternity vet ot

.pei 7ui sojurIIÎigc will cease, and our <îetaclied. IL is a-link lu. the endîcs chai1ý

iaine and momfiitl whieh mav Iin,,er. foi of infinite duration. It is a pon in tho

a littie while lu the tî'easured affections of' great clîcle, whose line of cireumnference

hoeWho loý,'el us, shall at hast utterlv bias neither starting point nor terminus.

Jie.ishfro an ermcii Wbn w think We are now in life; we are immortal; 9&

0-1 what is oi' appointed and proper bai- ucehaebgnaeais if;w

lie:,; lere, andi bow we have contucteti it e alrcady in eterîniy. A portion of thapt

;111d go prepared for meeting th)e Julge eternal being is to be spent by us here-

alud Master, whose 'Srutiny w"e shh:kl e 011r appointed time on earth Isma~ue

tounter there. And whien we thiuk of sin li j a few short years. They are passiug-

tnommitted, and glît iucurred, and wrath will soon be past;--and then. we shal (x-

(leserved ;-of Christ and grace vouchsatèd ch ange our present form and mode of lifa

t 0 s;otea(ahij~-1IfeUiîî~'taî1 for that state of existeince to which no num-

'f haeaven with its glories, iiid bell with its hering of years, no measiuring line can b.

borrors; of this the rnercy-time-olir day appled.

*f gr, 8o swiftly burryiug down to night: Disffrning tinie iÀ to notice and verif.

'~~~8kUcly the dce~> tohl cf time's great bel .IEVt mptflC.


