
THE LANCET

::. iresent in the sac tIhle hernia is knowttn
:nan eniter'-epittitcele.

I i retofore the trenatmnctt of feimioral
b nia bl eIians f al operatini designedi

t, effect a radical cire lias not nlieti si)
-Incessftl as in the case i ngnillal ha-
i .. The more frequent occurrence (if the

Iattuer lias directed attention particularly
t rts ieels, and ias led to developmilent
,i several operative procetures. eaci onte
"i wltich lias tmîet witli a fair success in
c cptiliislitg the resitt arrived at.
In lithe case before Its we vill apply onîe

of the most recettly devise, and prolbably
the most effective operations for the radi-
cal cure of feiorai herti a. The ttiethoid(i
i kiown as that of Fabricius. anid ils
teciiic inclides the foltowitng stages :-

1. The incision is plannied so as tr ex-
jr.,e the insertion of that portion of the
aponieurosis >tf the external obiiiqtue
knlowi as P.up:.rt's ligamtîent at the spitte
rf the pubes. and the line wiere tlt
truicture blends with the fascial struc-

tires of the thigh. as well as the sIeath
rif the vessels at the crural opening.

2. The sac of the lienlia is exposerd andti
cleared to its neck.

3. The sac is opeined and eiptied, after
w.hich it is ligated at its neck, and the
litter. in suitable cases. invertei toward
the abdoninal cavity.

i. The edge of the aponeuirosis of the
i\ternial oblique is forced iackward to tlhe
level of the upper niargin of the horizon-
t.i ratmtus of the-publes. and there 'sittred
to the pîeriosteutmh and the origin of the
1:cctineus muscle. By this mteans the
'Irace ietween the bone and the downward
projection of the aponeurosis. i wlich
srace a femoral hernia fornis before iak-
my its appearance externally, is obliter-
a' cul.

ie patient is placed in the Trendelei-
hurg position. the intestines thuis beitig
Cu.îtsed to gravitate to the uipper por+ion
of the abdominal cavity. wiere tiey are
otut of hari's w-ty during the steps of tne
ttnipulation subsequent to opening the

sac. The incision commences at the spine
of the pubic bone. and is carried parallei

wiftli 'oupart's ligament for a distance of
ifi four and a half to five inches. or

s;lIciently far to mvach a piit weil tts
the 1uter side of the femior vessels.
I Fig. 1.) Thle sk-in. fat. and superficial
fascia are dividedi, the superficial epigas-
tric vein. as it passes in a vertical dlirec-
ittin, being soectimelis suîliciently large to
come into sight before iivision. in whici
case it is divided betweein two ligatures.

l'île iernial sac. in somte instances. pro-
jects directly Ieieath lithe lesser falcifortt
prtcess. in whici case it comes intt viev
w.ith it s ctveritngs at this stage of the
rperattn. In other cases. i->wever. it lies
bencath the suîperficiail layer of the deep
facia f lite thigi, or the fascia lata. as
it is called. because of its broad ratimifica-

ttis. Under these circumtstances it wili
SfoitItind to be covered by the cribriform

fascia, which tmust aliso be incised.
The sac being exposed and isolatei

wcll down tr its tneck. it is opened and its
coitents reduced. (Fig. 2. Ii the case
lefore us the sac *is found to contain a
partion of oientun whicli has become
alterent. and somîe tduid. Tie presence
of the latter explains the sense of fluctu-
:ttion imparted wiet the protrusion was
palpitated. The distal portion of the
rumentuni is free within the sac. and acts
as a ball valve. thus pjreveiting the fluid
'vhicli lias been secreted by the sac front
being forced int o the peritoneal cavity
wiet pressure was made upon the pro-
irusion. This condition constitutes what
ýs known as a iydrocel--'of te s'[ c."
Lifting tp thi balI valve arrangement of
the oilentumi the orifice of the iernial
sac is readily disclosed.

The adhurent ometun is now freed
and the sac emptied. The latter is dirawn
forward. its ieck ligated witi catgut. and
the ligated portion of. tlie sac cut away.
i Fig. 3.) linoder to more fully expose
tne crural canal preparatory to its oblit-
eration. the attacinient of Poupart's liga-
ment at the spine of the pubes is first
detached. and the separation carried on
in ain outward direction until this strue-
turc is separated from the superficial layer


