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philological. 1 becsitate to use wvords which are a sign of the phiilo-
logical capacity of the academnie %vorld. The designation of an abject
which looms up in observation and recognition, should express the form
as %vell as the qualities. \'Ve imderstand to-day by bacteriae and bacilli
in medicine ail these minute beings wvhich stand in close connection it
contagion. Only a portion cf thiese bcings have the forrm of a staff.
Th'le form is, therefore, not designated in a number of cases.

0f thc qualification the designation expresses nothing. WVe know
nowv that these minute beings are living beings, wvith the powver of as-
similation and propagation, and we might therefore, for the prescrit, at
least, designate theni as celîs. They are compared wvithi the average celi
form, very minute; wve miglit, therefore, cali thein "dwarf celis," and
as they stand in close connection wvith the toxination and contagion of
living tissues, 've cari designate -ffem as "toxin-cnntagion, infectious
ciwarf ceils," and in the text thc designation miiglit be abbreviated.

These dwarfy beings liave not perhaps the importance of celhQ, but
of cists or only of protoplasic llakes, analogous ta the particles, the
movernts of which in tAie so-called karyokinese are visible in the cell
of the o-vumi, wvhich after ail have the signilicance of independent living
substance, as tlîey avoicl the foùndations of the individual tissue-ele-
ments, withi thieir qualification of t.ýsiilation and propagation. The ne-
cessary change of the expression :ceIl wvould become then a historical
moment of progress in k-nowledge.

'llemore indeterminate expression partially could be used; but it
is not lit w'%heri applicd to living substances.

There is, howvever, another reason wvhy ive bave preferably u d
thus far the indeterminate expression epidcmnic toxin or virus.

\,Vhiether pure cultures of the Koch toxin celis could generate cor-
sumiption is questionable as far as tlil- humani being, comes in question.
Ouitside of the food fromi cattie, infection is carried from mari ta man,
and if in ail cases of infection the toxin celîs very probably play a role,
it is higiîly probable that there is toxin present in the vehiicles, wvhich are

perhaps muchi more important than the cells themselves. For that it is
affirmative that older and advanced cases are more dangerous by their
isolation than cases of shorter duration and Iess acute, and that the pro-
portionality between the number of celîs and the aggravation of the case
is disputed by rrany.

It further appears to mie, as 1 have already expressed myself twenty
years ago, that bacteriology does not as yet hang upon the riglit hook.
Inducement offered : first of the inherited cases of consumption, whichi
niakie their appearance at a certain period of life, in which, at Icast dur-
ing the process, toxin cells could be showvn, but thecir absence in the first
beginning 'vas not beyond doubt.


