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,OPERATIVE TREATF4ENT 0F ASCITES DUE TO CIRRiO.SIS

0F LIVER, BY It1PLANTATION 0F THE Ot1ENTUM
INTO TH-E ABDOMINAL WALL.*

13Y GEORGEJ A. PET.ErS. MI.B., FRCS(~o)
.'L--s0c!ate Professor of Sut-gery and ÇIinical Surgcry, University of Toronto, Toronto.

TirE treatment of ascites due to cirriiosis of the liver by surgical
'n'easures conistitutes -one of the inost-recenit instances in which
,the surgeon secins to li~einvaded the dlorain of the physician.
The operation as iiow% performied is based upon observations which
were iiadci- originallv by Talma of 'Utrechit, and -were subsequiently
acted upon flrst iu flolland iii 188 9 bv V an der Meule, by Schelkly
nli 11,and by7 Lens in 1892. "LNoiie of these cases, hiowever, lent
nMehi encouragemient to the idea, as thcy all died umcured of the

asi..In 1894 Drnnond and Morison dlaim. to have inde-
pdiih-conceived of the saine idea as that w'hie-h -%was described

IV Tilhia, and operated uipon twvo cases, in one of w'hichi a bril-
lint r<esult N'vas aechieved. Since the puiblication of the paper by
brununllond anci Morison in the B2-ilish 3fedical Journial of Sep-
iemlnboi' l9th, 1896> mimnerons operators ini Gre'at Britain, on the
Cointinc.nt, in Alnerica, and ini Canada, have practised the opera-
tion1 vitli wiidely varying resuits, -but on the whole witli sucli a
41%egre(, of success as to encourage further efforts. In a ver- able
anUd e--,.Iinprehiensive paper publishied ini the .. imerican Jour;ial of
thie -Jlelicai cene for M2arc' . 1901, Packard and Le Conte
b1ave c-A.lected and collated 4ýwenry-two cases, and nuinerous cases

aezt-tercd tbroughlloutt iedical. literte susqet to tha t date.
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