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ART. XXVIII.—Retentson of the Menses simulating Pregnamcy. By
Hscror Prrtiza, M.D., Ed., Professor of lnstitutes of Medicine,
Montreal School of Medicine ; Physician to the Hote! Dieu, &c.

As 1 believe that every physician is bound to bring before the profes-
wion any practical case of interest which comes under his observation, I
take the liberty of submitting the following :—

A young lady, 20 years old, after exposure to coldand getting her feet
wet, whilst her menses were upon her, was suddenly seized with rigors,
followed by a little fever and arrest of the discharge. She, however,
4 not pay attention to this. She remained three months without men-
gruating, when I wus called in to set all right.  Now, as the period for
the customary appearance had clapsed, I waited until the next monthly

T wust remark, that siv~e the nge of fourtcen, when menstruation be-
gan, she never experienced any thing of the kind, though she said, (and
unfortunately many young girls are too confident on this point,) that she
kad often got her feet wet without the least inconvenience supervening.
At this time, the fourth month, the nbdomen was somewhat voluminous,
in fact, looking very much as it does at the fourth month of pregrancy.
The yonng girl, who befure the stoppage was inclined to become stout,
lost flesh, as ulso happens in similar periods of pregoancy.

My confidence iv the education and moral character of the young
hdy, kept me, throngh false delicacy, from asking any question, or mak-
ing any examination, which might have given me, probebly & decided
tpinion of the case. I say probably and not surely, becanss I was aware
o many cuses where, in similar circumstances, examinations per vagi-
mm had been made by the most skilful and experienced physicians and
#eeoucheurs, and gross blunders had been the result of giving a decided
#pinion.

‘I will presently relate a few cases, to point out why Idid not moke
fhe said cxumination, though T must confess it ought always to be made,
it the physiciun should be rcserved as to his diagnosis. However, I
telved, without any examination per vaginam, to give her a few em-
Renagogues, such s absinthe, and four pills of myrrh, aloes, and assafe-
tida, two in the morning and wo at bed time, for three consecutive daysa.
This hnd no more eficet than it would have had in an old woman past
%. AsI had failed, I did not wish to continue any harsh treatment., I
wited until the fifth month. At this period, the mother, though full of
tonfidenee in her danghter, began to fear that something wrong might
ave happesed. The albdomen had become larger, and gave all the
®tward appearanee of pregnaney.  This tiime T gave no remedy. Jeav-
mg nature to her vourse, nud nssurcd the mother that there was no preg-
ey, Yel to sy the truth, 1 began to fiar that I might have given



