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Periscope.—Hydrocephaloid Disease.
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ence which they may possees, as profeszors in Colleges of Phar-
macy, and by excreising their option in regard to the shops to
. which their, prescriptions shall be sant, to discourage druggists
and apothecarics from vending qnack cr seeret medieines, or from
being in any way cngaged in their manufactare and g1l
IS, Obligations of the Pudlic t2 Plysicians.—1. The heacfits
sceruing to the publie direcily and indircetly from the active and
unwearied beneficence of the profession, ¢re so numcrous and im-
portant, that physicians are Justly entitled 1o the utmost eonsider-
ation and respeet from the comiunty.  The pablic ought like-
wirc to entertain a just appreciation of medical qualifications j—to
make a preper discrimination D~tween true science und the as.
sumption of iznorance and empizinisn—to aftord every cnenur.
. agement and facility for the acquisition of medical cdueation—
and no longer to aliow the statute bouks o exinhit the anomaly of
exacting kuowledge from phiysicians, under linbility to heavy pen.
alties, and of making them obnoxous to punishment for resorting
to the only means of obtaining it.
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~ PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND PATHOLOGY.

A Case of Delirium_Tremens induced by the inordinale
'Use of Tobacco.—By Wnm. A. Gorpoxn, M.D., of Haniisburg
.. Mo.—Last spring, while on a visit to my relations in the
southern part of Kentucky, I met with the following case of
delirium tremens. The patient, aged 71 years, had been
..smokinz tobacco to great excess for a number of years. At
length, a short time before I saw him, he resolved to abandon
‘the use.of it altogether. The day on which he formed this
resolution he smoked. in quick succession, nine cigars, which

" was followed by considerable nausea and giddiness for three
*"dayss -Thesc symptoms then passed off and his health for a
- 'short time seemed better than usuval; hut after this brief
interval he fell into a lethargic state from which he was

. with dificulty ‘aroused. This condition was succecded by
-the symptoms of atrue delirium tremens. e was wakeful,

, agitated, talkative, and alarmed at imaginary ohjecls around
his bed. 1lis pulse was about 85 a minute, full but soft;

- countenance dejected with a wild confused look ; skin cold!

~.and moist 3 bowels constipated; tongue moist and slightly
* coated. . - ‘ ‘
I am not able toreport the termination of this singular
" caseyas I left the neighbourhood soon after Isaw the patient,
but'as having a physiological interest, I will mention two
phenomena which were reported to me in connexion with it.
1st. The patient previous to this attack had been hard of
. hearing. While labouring under it liis hearing became ex-
- .cellent. ‘ ‘
. 2d. He bad also laboured under some difiiculty of speech,
ufora number of years, owing to what seemed a partial par-
alysis of the tongue. When the derangement of the cere-
”” bral system came on, he 1ecovered the use of his tongue and
“was able to'speak distinctly and rapidly.—estern' Journal
of Medicine and Surgery.

" - Vuriola, Vaccinia, Varioloid, and Vo
__the autlior of any essay published under the above title, con-
. cludes:—" L
1. .That cow-pox is nothing more than small-pox, trans-
mitted to the cow by contact, ) ‘
. -~2. That persons who have been effectually vaccinated
- may, in some rare instances, coniract dangerous small-pox.
¢ 3.Thatsmall-pox after vaccination is, in the great majority.
"of cases, of trifling severify. .. - ‘
4. That the rarity and mildness of small-pox are in pro~
;' partion to the recency of the vaccination. © '
" 5. That small-pox seldom appears after the age of thirty,
..but is not alwways less'severs '\\'{icn,it doesso,”
) jority of the vaccinated are entire]

6.. That the majority of the 13te nt
m small-pox, even though exposed to contagion.
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7. The identity of variola and varioloid is demonstrated by
their phenomena, development, and by the results of conta~
gion or iroculation. o oo

8. That varicella is in nowis2 connected w
in a perfectly distinct disease.

9. That vaccination is the on
small-pox.—Medical Times.
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Hydrocephaloid I)'sease, from Leclures on the diseases of
Infancy and Childhood, published in London Medical Ga-~
zelle, Sept, 10, 1817, by Cnarres West, M. D., Lecturer
on Midwifery at, and Physician Acconcheur to, Middlesex
Hospital, &e¢. Sc.— Ciosely connected with a state ofatrophy
of the brain, is that condition which is induced if the organ
ha somewhat suddenly deprived of its usual supply of blood.
Even in the aduls, a profuse loss of blood is followed by ex-
tremely severe head-eche and by varicus other cerebral
symptoms. In the child, whose brain needs for the due per-
formance of its functions, a proportionably larger quantity of
blood, the symptoms that follow ifs excessive loss are of a
corresponding graxity. Often indeed they present astriking
similarity to those which bhetoken inflammation of the brain ;
a fact implied in the name of the hydrocephaloid discase, by
which Dr. Marshall Hall, who was among the first to call
the notice of the profession to this affection, has proposed
that i* should be designated. = - - o

s This affection,” says he, in bis admirable essay on”ihe
subject * may be divided into two stages: the first that of
irritability : the second that of torpor. ~ In the former there
appears to be a feeble attempt at reaction 5 in the latter, the
powers appear to be more prositate.  These two stages re-
semble in manv of their xymptoms the first and second siages
of hydrocephalus respectively. = . L. )

¢ In the first stage the infant becomes irrifable, restless,
and feverish; the face flushed, the surface hot, and the
pulse frequent; there is an undue sensitiveness of the nerves
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ricella.—Dr. Koesch,|'

,of feeling, and the little patient staits on being'touched, or
ifrom any sudden noise 3 theie are sighing and’ meaning
i duting sleep, and screaming ; the bowels are flatulent and
lcose, and the evacuations are mucous and disordered..”

< 1f, through an ertoneous notion as to the nature of this
affection, nourishment and cordials be not given, or if the
diarrhea continue, either spontaneously, or 1rom the admi-
nistiation of medicine, the exheustion which ensues is apt to
lead to a very different train of symptoms. ‘The countenance
becomes pale, znd the cheeks coal or cold 5 thé eyelids ase
kall-closad ; the eyes are unfixed and unattracted by any
object placed before thern, the pupils unmoved on the ap-
proach of light ; the breathing, from being quick, becomes
irregular, and effected by sighs ; the voice becomes husky,
and there is sometimes a husky, teazing congh; and: even-
tually, if the strength of the little patient continue to decline,
there is a crepitus or rattling in the hreathing ;-the  evacua-~
tions are usually green ; the feet are apt to be cold??
In early infancy, symptoms of this kind sometimes succeed
to premarture weaning, especially if that be :followed by an
unsuitable diet, but' afterwaids they :generally succeed to
some definite attack of illness, either exhausting in itself, or
for the cure of which active measures had 'been necessary.
It is important, too, to bear in mind thatthey are not equally
apt to come on in the course of all discases, but that those in
the eaily stages of which considerable cerebral irritation has
existed are much move likely to" assume the characters of

* Republished 1 his wark On the Diseases and . Derangement
of the Nervous System. 8ve. London, 1811, Chap. v, S>ction iii.
It can searcely be necessary to'refer to Dr. Goocl’s paper, ©On
Symptoms in Children erroncously attributed to Congestion «f the

7 Brain,” for another rmust graphicaccount of this disurder,



