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admitting easily the handle of the scalpel or the.little finger. - "The
aorta was then opened, and the section continued down into the ven:
tricle. Its coats.here and there were marked with yellow spots; the
corpuscula Morgagni and two of the semilunar valves were red and
increased in size. The parietes of the left ventricle were thinner than .
nsual, and the cavity much larger than natural. Yassing the finger
into what appeared the opening between this veniricle and the left
auricle, it passed by a large opening into the right auricle; and it was
then found that there was no.communication between the right auriele
and left.ventricle. The right ventricle was much less than natural,
‘The pulmonary artery, of its natural size,.passed from its upper end ;
the blood had found ingress into this ventricle from-the lefi ventricle
through an opening with.tendinoug margins, just below the semilunar
valves of the aorta. Its size about half an inch by three-fourths of an
inch. The praeternatural orifice between the right auricle and Jeft
ventricle was large, and furnished with valves similar to the tricuspid.
Part of these were thickened and.of a cartilaginous hardness. At the
base of one of the divisions, there was a tumour of the size of a hean,
containing.a thickish yellow matter. The left auricle was partly concealed
by the columna carnee, and their tendinous terminations affixed to the
valves just mentioned, and was a little enlarged but natuml as were
the veins flowing into it.

The course of the circulation in this curious case must have been as
follows:—The blood eutering the right auricle by the two cavee, passed
almost entirely into the left ventricle, a small portion probably finding
its way into.the left auricle. A part of the blood would pass during
the diastole of the veniricles from the left into the right ventricle, and
be propelled throngh the lungs, fo be returned inio the lefi auricle.
The blood itself would consianily remain in a state very little oxygen-
ated, as the portion returning from the lungs would be 1oixed with the
returned venous part, before being propelled into the aoria.

The accompanying skeich (Plate 1) may serve to explain the appear-
ances:—

{a) The pericardium held up by pins.

(b) Pari of internal surface of aoria with orifice of one of the coro-

nary arieries .

(¢) The lefi auricle.

(d) The left veniricle, crossed by a probe placed under: the colnmnz

eameae and cordz tendmeaa B2

{2) A pm ot 'the tight veniricle, wnh Lhe sides s .eparated bv a pxeco
of whalebone.



