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feeling on the subject as others, which is not an inference truc or
false, but something so involved in the mode of' aur receiving the
sensations, that to bave thie sensations is ta b0lieve not ini thema only,
but in their external causes, nor is it easy to couceive of such au
invariable effeet, in ail Minds, being delusive and unreliable. But
whatever inay be said of the external causes, the existence of the
sensations is undeniable, and to experience them is ta believe thema,
there being no place for any evidence on the subjeet. it niay be
raid that we are deceived even in our sensations, having afterwards, if
not nt the momnent, full assurance that certain supposed perceptions
of our organs of senise w'ere not ta be trusted; or, if we remnain under
the delusion, it being fully known ta athers that we atre misled, so
that a reaso-aable inat would nat rely toa firmnly even on the ev'idence
of sense. There is som-e truth in this, yet not so as ta invalîdate oui-
previaus statenient respecting aur belief ini aur seasations. The
mental states Sa tcrmed, arise ont of states aof certain nerves, whicb
states convey ta us the notion of real things, existing independently
af us, and becoming, by their menus, knowva to lis. Plut there is
another class af mental states, distinguished by niany philosophers
au ideas-thiat terni being used as contrasted with sensatiom-the
connection of whicm with affections of the niervous system May also
be well proved, and which appear really ta differ fromn sensations
chiefly in the degree of vividuess aof the nervous action. Now it is
an ascertained. faet thiat, urîder the influeace of disease, pradueiag
abuormal excitenient of the nervaus system, or sanie part of it, these
ideas niay bave, ta the individuel experiencincg tlhem, aIl the force
of sensations, sa that lie receives them as such, or, in other words,
believes ini the reality of what is thus braught before his mmnd. It iis
from ather persans iii full healtit being in a position ta receive the
same sensatious, and not receiving theru, or from their coraparisan
with facts well known ta great numbers, that we are assured that what
the individual supposes himself ta perceive lins no reality, and the.
he is under the influence aof disease, whicli mnay amounit ta maduess,
or may be ordy partial, canaeeted with disarder a? a particular argan,
and o? Such kind that the putient, though believing in the false
sensations for the maoment, can convince hiimself ai' their real nature>
and correct> by bis judgment, the delusion ta which lie has been
subjeet. There is alsa anather class o? deceptians, usually regarded
as deceptians. ai the senses, but vreally consisting in sa stron- au
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